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Chapter 1: 

The MESSIAH and The Biblical Feasts 

 

Translated into English - the Latin words “Sola Scriptura” that once served as 

the foundation for all of the best aspects of the Protestant Reformation - 

mean: “by Scripture alone”.  

And the concept behind those words was: The Bible should be the only 

unchallengeable authority for the Christian in all matters of faith and 

practice. And this should have meant that any tradition, practice, or doctrine 

that disagreed with the Holy Bible was to be considered “heresy”, meaning: 

“a dangerous deviation from the truth”. 

In fact, we see that logical application of the principle: “by Scripture alone” 

demonstrated by JESUS and His Apostles, because anytime someone 

contradicted any part of the Holy Scriptures, they used Scripture and 

Scripture alone to correct them! 

For example, when the Sadducees (who denied a future resurrection) tried 

to test JESUS, He replied: “You are mistaken, not knowing the 

Scriptures nor the power of God. For in the resurrection they neither 

marry nor are given in marriage, but are like angels of God in heaven. 

But concerning the resurrection of the dead, have you not read what 

was spoken to you by God, saying, ‘I am the God of Abraham, the God 

of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’ ? God is not the God of the dead, but 

of the living.” And when the multitudes heard this, they were 

astonished at His teaching.a  

So, JESUS relied on the Scriptures to show the Sadducees that they were 

mistaken about the resurrection. He did not appeal to His authority, His ability 

to work miracles, or any other extra-Biblical thing to settle the argument.  

And we see JESUS follow this same pattern with the Pharisees who tried to 

trap Him in a question about divorce. Matthew recorded: The Pharisees 

also came to JESUS, testing Him, and saying to Him, “Is it lawful for 

a man to divorce his wife for just any reason?” And He answered and 

said to them, “Have you not read that He who made them at the 

beginning ‘made them male and female,’ “and said, ‘For this reason 

a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and 

the two shall become one flesh’? “So then, they are no longer two 

 
a Matthew 22:29-33 



Page 4 of 270 

 

but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let not man 

separate.”a  

JESUS did not appeal to the terrible harm divorce causes to children, the 

negative impact of divorce on society, or any other extra-Biblical proof that 

divorce was something GOD’s people must avoid. No, JESUS appealed 

directly to Scripture and Scripture alone to settle the ancient Pharisaical 

debate surrounding Deuteronomy chapter 24. 

And JESUS followed this same pattern when He corrected the Pharisees for 

adding rules to His Sabbath that made it a burden instead of a day of rest. 

About this, Matthew writes: At that time Jesus went through the 

grainfields on the Sabbath. And His disciples were hungry, and began 

to pluck heads of grain and to eat. And when the Pharisees saw it, 

they said to Him, “Look, Your disciples are doing what is not lawful 

to do on the Sabbath!”b  

And Scripture records that JESUS responded: “Have you not read what 

David did when he was hungry, he and those who were with him: 

how he entered the house of God and ate the showbread which was 

not lawful for him to eat, nor for those who were with him, but only 

for the priests? Or have you not read in the law that on the Sabbath 

the priests in the temple profane the Sabbath, and are blameless? 

Yet I say to you that in this place there is One greater than the 

temple. But if you had known what this means, ‘I desire mercy and 

not sacrifice,’ you would not have condemned the guiltless.”c  

JESUS referred to three separate-but-connected passages of the Bible to 

correct the Pharisees for wrongly condemning His Disciples for something 

that was not against His Sabbath law. Likewise, JESUS referred to three 

separate passages of the Bible to correct satan when He was tested in the 

wilderness! So, all who actually seek to follow JESUS should follow His 

example and point to all of the Scriptures, and the Scriptures alone to 

determine what is right, good, and acceptable in the eyes of the LORD! 

And here I should point out, “Scripture alone” is only one of two principles a 

follower of JESUS needs to understand, if they desire to follow Him and His 

Apostles in the Way of Truth. And we can say this because, many who believe 

 
a Matthew 19:3-6 
b Matthew 12:1-2 
c Matthew 12:3-7 
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they are following JESUS are actually straying from the Way of Truth by 

neglecting a second, equally important principle. 

There are most likely a million churches or more who claim to believe “The 

Bible is their sole authority for faith and practice”, and these churches would 

say that they agree with the principle “by Scripture alone”. But those same 

churches practice many things that JESUS and His Apostles would have never 

practiced simply because they don’t look to all of the Scriptures to see what 

the Bible plainly says about those practices! 

As we proved concretely in our twelve-part series on the MESSIAH and the 

Sabbath, JESUS and His Apostles kept the fourth commandment by observing 

the seventh-day Sabbath consistently and without exception. And they never 

instituted or endorsed weekly Sunday church meetings, when we look at the 

Apostolic Scriptures in the original language of Greek. 

Likewise, JESUS and His Apostles most certainly kept the Feasts of the LORD 

consistently and without exception, and they never instituted or endorsed 

new annual celebrations to replace those clear Biblical holy days.  

But, because most churches neglect to look to the entirety of the Scriptures 

to determine what is good, right, and acceptable to GOD, they follow man-

made traditions, while presenting GOD’s flock with the doctrines and 

commandments of men! And sadly, when they do this, they are really laying 

aside the commandments of GOD! 

About such behavior JESUS plainly said: “Well did Isaiah prophesy of you 

hypocrites, as it is written: ‘This people honors Me with their lips, But 

their heart is far from Me.  And in vain they worship Me, Teaching as 

doctrines the commandments of men.’ For laying aside the 

commandment of God, you hold the tradition of men–the washing of 

pitchers and cups, and many other such things you do.” He said to 

them, “All too well you reject the commandment of God, that you may 

keep your tradition.”a  

Brothers and Sisters, the only sure way to avoid hearing JESUS say these 

words to us is to refuse to add to GOD’s Word or take away from it! Or, said 

in a different manner: if we don’t desire to reject the commandment of GOD 

and vainly worship GOD with man-made traditions, we need to hold fast to 

 
a Mark 7:6-9 
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all of the Scriptures and the Scriptures alone to learn how GOD is to be 

worshipped! 

And only the teachers who equally practice both of these principles can say 

with Paul: “Therefore I testify to you this day that I am innocent of 

the blood of all men. For I have not shunned to declare to you the 

whole counsel of God.”a  

Yes, we must hold fast to the whole counsel of GOD, because: All Scripture 

is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 

reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man 

of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.b  

Truly, the Apostolic Scriptures declare that “All Scripture is profitable for 

doctrine, reproof, correction, and instruction in righteousness”, and 

since “all Scripture” thoroughly equips the people of GOD for every good 

work, if we discard parts of the Bible, we will not be “thoroughly 

equipped”! 

As we have established in great detail in our sermon series about the 

Continuity Debate, the Scriptures themselves plainly declare that physical 

circumcision, and the foods, drinks, various washings, and fleshly ordinances 

of the First Covenant have been set aside! But, within the pages of the Holy 

Bible, GOD’s Sabbath and His Feast Days have NOT been set aside!  

And, since we have already established the truth about the Sabbath in twelve 

separate sermons, next - we intend to prove from the Scriptures and the 

Scriptures alone that GOD’s Feasts are here to stay! 

But before we begin to undertake that task, we need to remember the 

principles of interpretation we established earlier this year by carefully 

studying how JESUS handled the Scriptures. And as we hold fast to those 

principles, we will ensure that we are following His example in all things! 

And – as always – our foundational principle in every category of Biblical 

study is: that JESUS our MESSIAH is the key to properly understanding the 

Word of GOD! After all, JESUS commanded: “But you, do not be called 

‘Rabbi’; for One is your Teacher, the Christ, and you are all brethren.”c  

But our Teacher also explained: “I still have many things to say to you, 

but you cannot bear them now. However, when He, the Spirit of truth, 
 

a Acts 20:26-27 
b 2 Timothy 3:16-17 
c Matthew 23:8 
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has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on 

His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will 

tell you things to come. He will glorify Me, for He will take of what is 

Mine and declare it to you. All things that the Father has are Mine. 

Therefore I said that He will take of Mine and declare it to you.”a  

And the HOLY SPIRIT led the Apostles and the Disciples of our LORD to write 

the Apostolic Scriptures, therefore we believe: the writings of the Apostles 

and Disciples of JESUS also reveal the MESSIAH’s infallible understanding of 

the Word of GOD.  

And because JESUS and His Apostles and Disciples relied on the entire Bible 

as perpetually authoritative, our third standard of Biblical interpretation is: 

we must never set aside a single word of the holy Scriptures unless JESUS or 

His Apostles clearly and indisputably set it aside. 

And with these three standards established - by carefully looking at how 

JESUS and His Apostles approached Scripture - we concluded: the simplest, 

most straightforward reading of Scripture is the reading JESUS always 

taught.  

When we study how JESUS handled Scripture we see, He could not have had 

a more straightforward approach to reading and applying the Bible! In fact, 

we can even say JESUS tended to look at Scripture in the most literal way 

possible, so we state: the most literal reading of Scripture that still makes 

sense in context is the reading JESUS always taught.  

But JESUS and His Apostles and Disciples not only read the Scriptures literally 

in a straightforward way, they also obeyed them! So, we concluded: the most 

humble and submissive reading of Scripture is the reading JESUS always 

taught. 

But as we have already established today, JESUS did not treat the Bible like 

a buffet! No, when we look carefully, we see: the most harmonious, all-

inclusive, and comprehensive reading of Scripture is the reading JESUS 

always taught. 

In fact, JESUS did not even consider a single word of the Holy Scriptures 

expendable, and whether He was responding to satan tempting Him to bow 

down or the Sadducees debating the resurrection, His Biblical responses often 

relied on a single word, or even the tense of a verb to establish the Truth! 

 
a John 16:12-15 
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And this leads us to our eighth principle of interpretation, which is: every 

single word that proceeds from the mouth of GOD should be at least as 

important to us as food, and a precise and careful reading of Scripture is the 

reading JESUS always taught. 

And now that we understand how a firm foundation of interpretation must 

begin with a very straightforward, literal, submissive, harmonious, and 

precise approach, we are ready to learn about our ninth principle of 

interpretation, which is: a sequential reading of Scripture that recognizes the 

principle of progressive revelation is the reading JESUS always taught. 

When Cleopas and his companion were traveling on the road to Emmaus, and 

they unknowingly met the LORD on the road, He said to them: “O foolish 

ones, and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets have 

spoken! “Ought not the Christ to have suffered these things and to 

enter into His glory?” And beginning at Moses and all the Prophets, 

He expounded to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning 

Himself.a  

Friends, JESUS knew He was the ultimate revelation of GOD to mankind, and 

He taught His Apostles and Disciples that fact, so they wrote: GOD, who at 

various times and in various ways spoke in time past to the fathers 

by the prophets, has in these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom 

He has appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the 

worlds; who being the brightness of His glory and the express image 

of His person, and upholding all things by the word of His power, 

when He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down at the right hand 

of the Majesty on high!b  

And this leads us to our tenth principle of interpretation, which is: within 

passages that cannot be understood literally, there is a literal meaning 

confirmed by at least two or three other Biblical witnesses, and that literal 

reading is ultimately what JESUS wants us to understand. 

JESUS our Savior and Teacher does not want us to be waiting to see: four 

literal horses, with four literal riders! No, He wants us to understand how the 

white horse symbolically represents the false messiahs of Matthew chapter 

24 verse 5. He wants us to understand that the red horse symbolically 

represents the wars and rumors of wars of Matthew chapter 24 verse 6. He 

 
a Luke 24:25-27 
b Hebrews 1:1-3 
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wants us to understand that the black horse symbolically represents the 

famines of Matthew chapter 24 verse 7. And he wants us to understand that 

the green horse of Revelation 6 symbolically represents the pestilence and 

death of Matthew chapter 24 verse 7. 

Now, with these ten principles freshly reviewed in our minds, let us consider 

the first reason the Biblical Feasts should still matter to every single follower 

of CHRIST! And that reason is: because the Biblical Feasts make the Word of 

GOD the final authority!  

How can GOD’s people claim: “the Bible is our sole authority for faith and 

practice”, while they simultaneously ignore the only instructions ever 

recorded from Almighty GOD about what days GOD’s people are to consider 

holy? 

Well the only logical answer I have ever found to that question is: they ignore 

the fact the Apostle Paul wrote: “All Scripture is …profitable for doctrine, 

for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness.” 

And this leads us to the second reason the Biblical Feasts should still matter 

to every single follower of CHRIST, which is: GOD commanded His people to 

keep His Feasts as perpetual statutes! 

Please note that GOD is speaking in the first person in Exodus chapter 12, 

where it is written: “Now the blood shall be a sign for you on the houses 

where you are. And when I see the blood, I will pass over you; and 

the plague shall not be on you to destroy you when I strike the land 

of Egypt. So this day shall be to you a memorial; and you shall keep 

it as a feast to the LORD throughout your generations. You shall keep 

it as a feast by an everlasting ordinance.”a  

And a few verses later GOD went on to say: ‘So you shall observe the 

Feast of Unleavened Bread, for on this same day I will have brought 

your armies out of the land of Egypt. Therefore you shall observe this 

day throughout your generations as an everlasting ordinance.”b  

In both passages in the MESSIAH’s Bible that most people call “The 

Septuagint”, the word we see here as: “everlasting” was translated from 

the Greek word: “ahee-o'-nee-os”. And this word that JESUS often used to 

 
a Exodus 12:13-14 
b Exodus 12:17 
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speak of eternal fire and eternal life means: “without end, never to cease, 

everlasting”. 

And about the holy day known as Firstfruits that typically arrives during the 

Feast of Unleavened Bread, GOD (again in the first person) said: ”You shall 

eat neither bread nor parched grain nor fresh grain until the same 

day that you have brought an offering to your God; it shall be a 

statute forever throughout your generations in all your dwellings.”a  

And if you guessed that the word here translated as “forever” was the same 

word JESUS always used to refer to eternal or everlasting life, you would 

be correct! So, Passover, Unleavened Bread, and Firstfruits are 

“everlasting” according to Almighty GOD Himself! 

Plus, after describing the holy day of Pentecost, GOD also said: “You shall 

proclaim on the same day that it is a holy convocation to you. You 

shall do no customary work on it. It shall be a statute forever in all 

your dwellings throughout your generations.”b  

And after giving instructions for the Day of Atonement, in the first person, 

GOD said: “You shall do no manner of work; it shall be a statute 

forever throughout your generations in all your dwellings.”c  

Likewise, after describing the Feast of Tabernacles, the GOD of the universe 

plainly commanded: “You shall keep it as a feast to the LORD for seven 

days in the year. It shall be a statute forever in your generations. You 

shall celebrate it in the seventh month.”d  

So, in the MESSIAH’s Bible, after describing each Holy Day of Leviticus 23, 

except the Day of Trumpets, the word “ahee-o'-nee-os” was used to 

declare that each of those divinely appointed times was to be an eternal, or 

everlasting statute!   

Therefore, we can say with perfect confidence, the Biblical Feasts should still 

matter to every single follower of CHRIST because: GOD’s Feasts are part of 

what it means to “live by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God”! 

JESUS obviously considered the following passage as binding on Himself and 

His followers when He replied to satan tempting Him to turn stones into 

 
a Leviticus 23:14 
b Leviticus 23:21 
c Leviticus 23:31 
d Leviticus 23:41 
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bread: “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every 

word that proceeds from the mouth of God.’ ”a  

As we have already established, the Biblical Feasts are literally contained 

within the very words GOD Himself spoke in Scripture! So, how could this 

passage that JESUS successfully resisted the devil with, not apply to the 

Biblical Feasts? After all, JESUS said “every” word! And GOD never repealed, 

retracted, or contradicted His instructions in Leviticus 23, that He repeatedly 

called everlasting! 

And the truth is, JESUS not only taught that we should live by every word 

that proceeds from His Father’s mouth, He demonstrated that principle. And, 

the Biblical Feasts should still matter to every single follower of CHRIST 

because: GOD’s Feasts are the example JESUS left us to follow! 

About when JESUS was a child, the Bible records: His parents went to 

Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. And when He was 

twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem according to the custom 

of the feast.b  

And later, about the years of our LORD’s earthly ministry, John writes: Now 

when He was in Jerusalem at the Passover, during the feast, many 

believed in His name when they saw the signs which He did.c So, we 

can see JESUS kept the Biblical Feasts every year in Jerusalem, just as His 

Father commanded. 

And JESUS even kept the Feasts when He knew His life was in danger. For 

example, John recorded: After these things Jesus walked in Galilee; for 

He did not want to walk in Judea, because the Jews sought to kill 

Him. Now the Jews’ Feast of Tabernacles was at hand. His brothers 

therefore said to Him, “Depart from here and go into Judea, that Your 

disciples also may see the works that You are doing.”d   

And even while knowing the Jews sought to kill Him, Scripture records: But 

when His brothers had gone up, then He also went up to the feast, 

 
a Matthew 4:4 
b Luke 2:41-42 
c John 2:23 
d John 7:1-3 (We will address the concept that the Biblical Feasts are the “Feasts of the Jews” later in this message, but it should be 
noted that Jeroboam instituted alternative feasts that would have most likely been known at this time as “Samaritan feasts”.) 
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not openly, but as it were in secret.a And: Now, about the middle of 

the feast, Jesus went up into the temple and taught.b  

And the night before He was crucified, JESUS still kept the Feast of Passover, 

and we know this because it is written: So they went and found it just as 

He had said to them, and they prepared the Passover. When the hour 

had come, He sat down, and the twelve apostles with Him. Then He 

said to them, “With fervent desire I have desired to eat this Passover 

with you before I suffer.”c  

Yes, it was during the Passover meal that JESUS said: “Take, eat; this is 

My body which is broken for you; do this in remembrance of Me.” And: 

“This cup is the new covenant in My blood. This do, as often as you 

drink it, in remembrance of Me.”d  

And now that we recognize that JESUS kept the Biblical Feasts, we should 

note that Scripture also states: He who says he abides in Him ought 

himself also to walk just as He walked.e What kind of follower does not 

follow their Teacher, Shepherd, Savior, and LORD? A follower who is not 

abiding in their LORD’s example and teaching! 

So, JESUS most definitely kept the Biblical Feasts, but another reason the 

Biblical Feasts should still matter to every single follower of CHRIST is: GOD’s 

Feasts are the example the Apostles left us to follow! 

If you took a poll and asked people which faithful Apostle of JESUS would be 

voted “most likely not to celebrate the Biblical Feasts”, I think we can all 

agree, most people would say that Apostle was Paul! After all - the passages 

that many have twisted to claim that we should no longer celebrate the 

Biblical Feasts, were written by Paul.  

Now, we will learn later that those passages Paul wrote actually reinforce the 

celebration of GOD’s Feasts – but first I want to point out that Paul wrote: 

Brethren, join in following my example, and note those who so walk, 

as you have us for a pattern.f  

And with that verse in mind, we read in Acts, that Paul: entered the 

synagogue and reasoned with the Jews. When they asked him to stay 

 
a John 7:10 
b John 7:14 
c Luke 22:13-15 
d 1 Corinthians 11:24-25 
e 1 John 2:6 
f Philippians 3:17 
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a longer time with them, he did not consent, but took leave of them, 

saying, “I must by all means keep this coming feast in Jerusalem; but 

I will return again to you, God willing.” And he sailed from Ephesus.a  

If you have studied the missionary journeys of Paul, you know that he rarely 

turned down a willing audience in a synagogue. But here, Paul hurried on 

his way to get to Jerusalem for the Feast. Now, scholars are not sure if 

this was a reference to Passover or Pentecost, but they agree it was one of 

the Biblical Feasts listed in Leviticus chapter 23. 

And we see another example of the Apostle a vast number of people would 

think would be “most likely not to celebrate the Biblical Feasts”, 

hurrying past a ministry opportunity to celebrate the LORD’s Feast in 

Jerusalem, when Luke recorded: Paul had decided to sail past Ephesus, 

so that he would not have to spend time in Asia; for he was hurrying 

to be at Jerusalem, if possible, on the Day of Pentecost.b  

But Paul was not the only Apostle to leave us the example of keeping the 

LORD’s Feasts! Because when JESUS said to Peter and John: “Go and 

prepare the Passover for us, that we may eat.”c, they both knew exactly 

what JESUS wanted them to do to make those preparations! 

Brothers and Sisters, the fact is that there is not a single Apostle or Disciple 

of JESUS CHRIST written about in the Bible that did not eventually keep the 

Biblical Feasts! And that is why Paul knew no one in the Corinthian Church 

would be confused when he wrote: Therefore purge out the old leaven, 

that you may be a new lump, since you truly are unleavened. For 

indeed Christ, our Passover, was sacrificed for us. Therefore let us 

keep the feast, not with old leaven, nor with the leaven of malice and 

wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.d  

And the fact is, the Churches that the Apostles founded all understood: 

Keeping GOD’s Feasts is part of what it means to love GOD! 

The Apostles taught the churches: By this we know that we love the 

children of God, when we love God and keep His commandments. For 

this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments. And His 

commandments are not burdensome.e  

 
a Acts 18:19-21 
b Acts 20:16 
c Luke 22:7-8 
d 1 Corinthians 5:7-8 
e 1 John 5:2-3 
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Truly, no one can honestly debate that the Feasts were commanded by GOD 

as perpetual statutes! So instead, those who want to dismiss GOD’s Feasts 

have to convince people that only some of the Holy Scriptures apply to them, 

and other parts of the Bible must be discarded.  

But as we have already established today, we need to hold fast to all of the 

Scriptures and the Scriptures alone, to learn how GOD is to be worshipped! 

We must never set aside a single word of the holy Scriptures unless JESUS 

or His Apostles clearly and indisputably set it aside. And: the most 

harmonious, all-inclusive, and comprehensive reading of Scripture is the 

reading JESUS always taught. 

So, the final tactic that those who want to dismiss GOD’s Feasts turn to is: 

they claim that the Biblical Feasts were exclusively Jewish Feasts, and 

Christians should not celebrate them in the New Covenant. 

And this claim brings us to yet another reason the Biblical Feasts should still 

matter to every single follower of CHRIST, and that reason is: GOD’s Feasts 

are not the Feasts of the Jews, they are the Feasts of the LORD! 

Please notice who GOD said the Biblical Feasts belong to, when He Himself 

spoke about them! He said: “Speak to the children of Israel, and say to 

them: ‘The feasts of the LORD, which you shall proclaim to be holy 

convocations, these are My feasts.’ ”a  

You see, in two different ways GOD declared that the Biblical Feasts belong 

to Him. First, He calls them “the feasts of the LORD”, and second He said: 

“these are my feasts”. So, clearly GOD considers the Biblical Feasts His 

own. 

But some will point to the Gospel of John, where it is written: Now the Jews’ 

Feast of Tabernacles was at hand.b, and they will say: “See, those Feasts 

are only for the Jews!” But what they do not understand, is that the Bible 

teaches two different groups had two very different versions of the Feasts of 

the LORD!  

The Jews celebrated the Feasts the way GOD originally instructed them to 

celebrate them, but the Samaritans celebrated them according to the 

corrupted traditions of men like Jeroboam the evil king. 

 
a Leviticus 23:2 
b 1. John 7:2 
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Yes, while GOD’s Feast of Tabernacles was to be celebrated in Jerusalem in 

the seventh month, Scripture records that for political reasons: Jeroboam 

ordained a feast on the fifteenth day of the eighth month, like the 

feast that was in Judah, and offered sacrifices on the altar.a  

And - in the gospel that contains the most historical information about the 

Samaritans - John appears to simply be explaining that JESUS was in 

Jerusalem at the time of the Jew’s Feast of Tabernacles in the seventh 

month, instead of the time of the Samaritan celebration of that Feast, in the 

eighth month. 

History records the Samaritans had many man-made traditions that deviated 

from GOD’s instructions of how people must worship Him, therefore (in John’s 

Gospel) JESUS said to the Samaritan woman at the well: “You worship 

what you do not know; we know what we worship, for salvation is of 

the Jews. But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true 

worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father 

is seeking such to worship Him. God is Spirit, and those who worship 

Him must worship in spirit and truth.”b  

So, the Jews simply preserved GOD’s instructions for proper worship, and the 

Feasts are occasionally called “the Feasts of the Jews” because they still 

practiced GOD’s Feasts in the way He prescribed in His Word!  

The fact is: If your father owned a car, but he let you drive it - people may 

call it your car - but your father still holds the title! And GOD most definitely 

still holds the title on the Biblical Feasts; the Jews have simply practiced those 

feasts more faithfully than any other people group, so they also came to be 

associated with the Jews! 

Meanwhile, the Bible plainly teaches: GOD’s Feasts will be celebrated by all 

people on earth, when JESUS returns! So, this should forever put an end to 

the false claim that the Feasts are only for the Jews! 

In no uncertain terms, the prophet Zechariah describes the return of JESUS 

to earth, saying: Then the LORD will go forth and fight against those 

nations, as He fights in the day of battle. And in that day His feet will 

stand on the Mount of Olives, which faces Jerusalem on the east. And 

 
a 1 Kings 12:32 
b John 4:22-24 
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the Mount of Olives shall be split in two, from east to west, making a 

very large valley.a  

And after those words, in the same prophecy, it is written: And it shall come 

to pass that everyone who is left of all the nations which came 

against Jerusalem shall go up from year to year to worship the King, 

the LORD of hosts, and to keep the Feast of Tabernacles. And it shall 

be that whichever of the families of the earth do not come up to 

Jerusalem to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, on them there will 

be no rain. If the family of Egypt will not come up and enter in, they 

shall have no rain; they shall receive the plague with which the LORD 

strikes the nations who do not come up to keep the Feast of 

Tabernacles. This shall be the punishment of Egypt and the 

punishment of all the nations that do not come up to keep the Feast 

of Tabernacles.b  

Brothers and Sisters, we can be certain that our GOD did not only give the 

gift of His Feasts to the Jews! No, every nation on earth will one day keep 

GOD’s glorious Feasts, by His mandatory decree! And any nation that 

continues to reject His everlasting instructions will be punished for their 

rebellion against His Word! And this is what the Scriptures teach, from the 

very first word of Genesis to the very last word of Revelation.  

 
a Zechariah 14:3-4 
b Zechariah 14:16-19 
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Chapter 2: 

The Feasts and the Covenants 

 

The unquestionable central theme of what the Scriptures call The First 

Covenant was: The Exodus of the Children of Israel out of slavery in Egypt 

through the wilderness on their way to the promised land in Canaan. And the 

fact is - the Biblical Feasts perfectly capture the storyline of that Divinely 

inspired theme. 

When GOD sent Moses to speak to Pharaoh, He instructed him and Aaron to 

say: “Thus says the LORD God of Israel: ‘Let My people go, that they 

may hold a feast to Me in the wilderness.’ ”a  

Likewise, several chapters later Moses said to Pharaoh: “We will go with 

our young and our old; with our sons and our daughters, with our 

flocks and our herds we will go, for we must hold a feast to the 

LORD.”b  

Truly, anyone can see that the Biblical Feasts were a key factor in why GOD 

sent Moses and Aaron to lead the children of Israel to freedom! And it is 

obvious that GOD desired liberty for the descendants of Jacob, in part, so 

that they could worship Him as He desired, without Egyptian interference.  

But the feasts were not only a catalyst for the salvation of Israel we know as 

“the Exodus”; they also serve as perpetual memorials that represent each 

segment of their journey with GOD! And amazingly, in a way that revealed 

just how closely the Feasts are tied to the salvation GOD offers, they literally 

celebrated the first component of the LORD’s holy Feast calendar while He 

simultaneously delivered them from the house of bondage. 

While they ate of the lamb, the unleavened bread, and the bitter herbs of 

Passover under the protective cover of the blood of the Passover lamb on 

their doorways, GOD was dispensing His just judgment on every house in 

Egypt that did not obey His instructions in faith.  

And - the nation that brutally forced each family to cast their infant sons into 

the Nile - learned at Passover what JESUS meant when He said: “For with 

what judgment you judge, you will be judged; and with the measure 

you use, it will be measured back to you.”c  

 
a Exodus 5:1 
b Exodus 10:9 
c Matthew 7:2 
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Therefore, while Egypt mourned the death of their own firstborn sons, 

Pharaoh finally relented just long enough to let the Israelites go free. So, 

each and every Passover celebrated over the last 3,400 years commemorates 

how GOD set the Children of Israel free from their cruel Egyptian masters, so 

that they could willingly serve Him as a liberated people. 

But their freedom wouldn’t have lasted if they did not literally leave Egypt 

behind! So, during the seven days of the Feast of Unleavened Bread, the 

descendants of Jacob followed the Pillar of Cloud and Fire away from the land 

of Egypt, all the way to the shores of the Red Sea. And during their travels 

they did not have time to let their bread rise, so they ate unleavened bread 

on their journey. 

And - on the seventh day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread - GOD parted the 

waters of the sea, and the Israelites passed through the sea on dry land! But 

the Egyptians who tried to follow them, drowned in the sea, when GOD 

allowed the waters to return to their normal location. And on that seventh 

day of Unleavened Bread, the Israelites could truly say “they died to 

Egypt”, when those waters came crashing down behind them. 

But even as the route back to Egypt was submerged under the mighty waters 

of the sea, a hopeful component of the Feast of Unleavened Bread reminded 

them that a new path now lay before them. Yes, the Day of Firstfruits (that 

always falls on the day after the Sabbath that follows the first day of the 

Feast of Unleavened Bread) reminded the people of the promise of GOD.  

And we say this because, within the instructions for that special day, GOD 

said: “Speak to the children of Israel, and say to them: ‘When you 

come into the land which I give to you, and reap its harvest, then you 

shall bring a sheaf of the firstfruits of your harvest to the priest. ‘He 

shall wave the sheaf before the LORD, to be accepted on your behalf; 

on the day after the Sabbath the priest shall wave it.”a  

The Children of Israel had not yet reached the land GOD had promised to 

them, but the Day of Firstfruits served to remind them that their faithful GOD 

truly did make a solemn promise to them - and one day, if they faithfully 

followed Him as their Shepherd and LORD - they were guaranteed to inherit 

that promise! 

But to actually follow their Shepherd, they had to learn His voice! So, the 

central Feast on GOD’s holy calendar became the focal point of the First 

 
a Leviticus 23:10-11 



Page 19 of 270 

 

Covenant, when GOD Himself came down to speak with the Israelites in the 

first person! And this holy day - that always arrives exactly 50 days after the 

Day of Firstfruits - is typically known by the English pronunciation of the 

Greek word for “Fiftieth”. 

Yes, Pentecost is the central Feast Day on GOD’s holy calendar, and in the 

First Covenant, GOD descended to Mount Sinai in smoke and fire, to speak 

His Ten Commandments to the descendants of Jacob! And those Ten 

Commandments, or Testimonies, became the focal point (and the physical 

expression of) what GOD Himself called “The Covenant”! 

The Ten Commandments that the people received at Pentecost on two tablets 

of stone became the cargo of the famous box we know as: “the Ark of the 

Covenant”. While the Ark of the Covenant became the holiest object in the 

camp of Israel. And the Ark alone was housed in the Holy of Holies in the 

Tabernacle, and later the Temple. There, GOD met with Moses from above 

the Mercy Seat (the lid of the Ark) to give instructions to His people! 

So, the Ten Commandments that Israel received at Mount Sinai directly from 

GOD were at the center of their worship of GOD. GOD Himself met with Moses 

above the two tablets of the Ten Commandments in the Holy of Holies. And 

GOD said about the commandments: “Oh, that they had such a heart in 

them that they would fear Me and always keep all My 

commandments, that it might be well with them and with their 

children forever!”a  

Therefore, the only feast day that always stands by itself in the center of the 

Biblical Feast Calendar is Pentecost, when GOD descended to Mount Sinai 

with the great sound of a trumpet that grew louder and louder as it 

announced His glorious arrival! 

And since that trumpet was the only trumpet sound mentioned in Scripture 

in connection to the Exodus, the trumpet that announced the descent of the 

LORD was the sound the Israelites were to remember on the Day of 

Trumpets, in the seventh month of the year! 

Then, ten days after they remember GOD descending to the sound of a great 

trumpet, they were to observe the Day of Atonement. An on that solemn day, 

as the people fasted and prayed, the High Priest would cleanse the Tabernacle 

 
a Deuteronomy 5:29 
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and the people so that GOD could continue to dwell among them in all of His 

holy splendor! 

Thus, with the people and the camp cleansed according to the rituals of the 

First Covenant - exactly five days after the Day of Atonement - the people 

rejoiced before the LORD for seven consecutive days during the celebration 

known as the Feast of Tabernacles. And - while this time reminded them that 

they once lived in tents as they journeyed through the wilderness to the 

promised land - it also reminded them that GOD willingly tabernacled with 

them! 

So, after the people rejoiced under the beautiful branches of trees for seven 

days before the LORD - while dwelling in temporary booths or tents - on the 

eight day of the Feast, they were to assemble for one last annual gathering. 

And the joyous days of the feast of Tabernacles always pointed forward to 

the prophetic promises of GOD that declared: GOD Himself would Tabernacle 

with His people for ever and ever! 

Thus, the journey from Egypt to the prophetic promise of dwelling with GOD 

forever with Him as their eternal Father, is encapsulated in the seven 

components of the yearly Feast cycle listed in Leviticus chapter 23. And every 

time we see those Feast days, we should see the promise: “Come out from 

among them and be separate, says the Lord. Do not touch what is 

unclean, and I will receive you. I will be a Father to you, and you shall 

be My sons and daughters, says the LORD Almighty.”a   

But now to understand how these Feast Days are all still very much a part of 

the New Covenant, we must remember that long ago we learned: The Greek 

word we most commonly translate into English as “church” appears in the 

Final 27 Books of the Bible 112 times; and it is pronounced: “ek-klay-see'-

ah”.  

But this Greek word is actually made up of two smaller Greek words - “ek” 

that means: “out of” - and “kal-eh'-o”, that means “to call”. So –the Greek 

word we translate into English as the word “church” literally means: “an 

assembly of called out people”. 

But what does the MESSIAH say we were called out of? Well, John’s Gospel 

account records that JESUS said: “If you were of the world, the world 

would love its own. Yet because you are not of the world, but I chose 

 
a 2 Corinthians 6:17-18 



Page 21 of 270 

 

you out of the world, therefore the world hates you.”a  

So, JESUS called us out of the world, and His Apostles and Disciples make 

that point very clear in the Final 27 books of the Bible. However, when the 

Bible speaks of us being “called out of the world” we must understand it is 

not saying the word “world” as it is commonly used today. 

In modern English, the term “world” can mean the earth, the globe, or the 

planet, but when you see this term with a negative connotation in the 

Scriptures, it is referring to the population of earth that is still in rebellion 

against the laws of the Creator. 

And because of that fact, there are several passages that refer to the things 

of the disbelieving world with some very negative words! For example, Paul 

asked: What accord has Christ with Belial? Or what part has a believer 

with an unbeliever? And what agreement has the temple of God with 

idols? For you are the temple of the living God. As God has said: “I 

will dwell in them and walk among them.” “I will be their God, and 

they shall be My people.”  Therefore “Come out from among them 

and be separate, says the Lord.” “Do not touch what is unclean, and 

I will receive you.”  “I will be a Father to you, and you shall be My 

sons and daughters”, says the LORD Almighty.”b   

So - just as GOD called Israel out of Egypt - GOD has called the church out 

from the unbelieving, disobedient population of the world - and that is why 

the Greek word we translate as “church” technically means “the called-out 

ones”. And - because the individual members of the church are called out 

from sin and rebellion against GOD’s laws – those individuals are also called 

“saints”.  

And the Greek word we translate into English as “saint” is “hag'-ee-os”. And 

when this term is applied to people, it literally means “set apart ones”. So, 

the word we commonly translate as “saint” means: “set apart by GOD from 

the world as holy”. 

And JESUS made it clear that we are set apart from the world - or literally 

“sanctified” as holy - by the Truth of GOD’s Word!c Therefore, when we know, 

believe, and obey GOD’s Word in the strength He supplies, we become 

spiritually separated from everyone who does not know, believe, or obey 

GOD’s Word! 

 
a John 15:19 
b 2 Corinthians 6:15-18 
c John 17:17 
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Yes - the Church is called out of the world, and the individual saints within 

the church are set apart from the world. And that is why the Greek word we 

translate as “church” begins with the Greek prefix “ek” – that means “out of”. 

Because, GOD has called His church “out of” the world! Therefore, He has set 

the members of His Church known as “saints” apart from the world - as holy 

and different from the world around them. But this little two letter prefix “ek” 

we see in the Greek word for Church, can also be found much earlier in 

Scripture! 

You see, the same Greek prefix “ek” that is found in the Greek word for 

“church”, can be found in the name of the second book of the Bible, which is 

“Exodus”. The fact is - the names: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, and 

Deuteronomy are all English Transliterations of the Greek names of those 

books - found in the Septuagint. And the word “Exodus”, comes from 

combining the Greek prefix “ek” that means “out of” and the Greek word 

“hod-os' ” that means “way or road”.  

So - knowing that the Septuagint was the Bible of JESUS and His Apostles 

and Disciples - and - knowing that the Greek word “Exodus” the Septuagint 

labeled the second book of Moses with, means “the way out” - can you guess 

when JESUS and His Apostles and Disciples thought the Church began? Or 

better yet, can you guess why the Apostles and Disciples of the MESSIAH 

considered themselves members of “the Way”? 

Without a doubt, the same Greek word found in the term “Exodus” is used at 

least 13 times in the Final 27 books of the Biblea in a very specific way. And 

in most of those places translators even capitalize the word “Way” to indicate 

the word “hod-os' ” was specifically referring to “the path” or “way” of the 

MESSIAH.  

For example, the Greek root word “hod-os' ” of “Ek-hod-os'  ” is translated 

as “the Way” when Luke wrote: Now Saul, still breathing threats and 

murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest, and 

asked for letters from him to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if 

he found any belonging to the Way, both men and women, he might 

bring them bound to Jerusalem.b  

And later after his conversion, Paul used the same word to describe the faith 

of those who followed JESUS the MESSIAH, when he said: “But this I admit 

 
a The Way - John 14:6, Acts 9:2, Acts 16:17 (of salvation), Acts 18:25 (of the LORD), Acts 18:26 (of GOD), Acts 19:9, Acts 19:23, Acts 
22:4, Acts 24:14, Acts 24:22, 2 Peter 2:2 (of truth), 2 Peter 2:15, and 2 Peter 2:21 (of righteousness)  
b Acts 9:1-2 
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to you, that according to the Way which they call a sect I do serve 

the God of our fathers, believing everything that is in accordance with 

the Law and that is written in the Prophets.”a But in the Septuagint that 

JESUS and Paul knew as the holy Scriptures the same Greek words we 

translate as “the Way” in these passages can be found in the book named 

after the Way! 

In Exodus - in the Septuagint - it is written: God circled the people in the 

way - the one into the wilderness, to the red sea. And, in the fifth 

generation, the sons of Israel ascended from out of the land of 

Egypt.b  

And the Septuagint also uses the same words found in the Final 27 books, 

when recording: And behold, I send my messenger before your face, 

that he may guard you in the way, that he may bring you into the 

land which I prepared for you.c 

So – to JESUS and His Apostles and Disciples – the Greek words we translate 

into English as “The Way” were directly connected back to the book we know 

as Exodus.  And they understood the Way of the First Covenant as: the 

journey “out of slavery in Egypt”, into the freedom to choose in the 

wilderness, towards rest and an inheritance in the Promised Land. And the 

term “the Way” was not the only term they carried over into the Final 27 

books so intentionally!  

In the context of the journey of the children of Israel in the Way to the 

promised land, the Septuagint records that Moses said: Take heed to 

yourself, and keep your heart diligently: forget not any of the things, 

which your eyes have seen, and let them not depart from your heart 

all the days of your life; and you shall teach your sons and your sons' 

sons, even the things that happened in the day in which you stood 

before the Lord our God in Horeb in the day of the assembly; for the 

Lord said to me, hold an assembly to Me, and let them hear My words, 

that they may learn to fear Me all the days which they live upon the 

earth, and they shall teach their sons.d  

Brothers and Sisters, the Greek word we translate as “Church” – that means: 

“a called-out assembly of people” – was first used in the Bible JESUS and His 

Apostles read, to refer to the children of Israel gathering at Mount Sinai to 

 
a Acts 24:14 
b Exodus 13:18 
c Exodus 23:20 
d Deuteronomy 4:9-10 
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meet with GOD! They were called out of Egypt. And they were called to follow 

GOD in the Way as they journeyed to the Promised Land of Canaan. And 

without the slightest shadow of doubt, I can confidently say that the book of 

Exodus was the backdrop the Apostles and Disciples of our LORD used to 

accurately picture the Gospel, the Church, and the life of a saint in the 

MESSIAH! 

This is why Paul wrote: Moreover, brethren, I do not want you to be 

unaware that all our fathers were under the cloud, all passed through 

the sea, all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, all 

ate the same spiritual food, and all drank the same spiritual drink. 

For they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them, and that 

Rock was Christ. But with most of them God was not well pleased, for 

their bodies were scattered in the wilderness. Now these things 

became our examples, to the intent that we should not lust after evil 

things as they also lusted.  

And do not become idolaters as were some of them. As it is written, 

“The people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to play.” Nor let 

us commit sexual immorality, as some of them did, and in one day 

twenty-three thousand fell; nor let us tempt Christ, as some of them 

also tempted, and were destroyed by serpents; nor complain, as 

some of them also complained, and were destroyed by the destroyer. 

Now all these things happened to them as examples, and they were 

written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the ages have 

come. Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall.a 

Twice in that passage Paul used a word many translators have chosen to 

render as “example” in English, but the Greek word Paul used was: “tü'-pos”. 

And from this Greek word we get our English word “type”. So, Paul wrote in 

Holy Scripture that the events of the Exodus were a type, or a figure, or a 

pattern that we should not be ignorant of - in our walk with the MESSIAH. 

Paul clearly explained that the baptism of Israel into Moses in the cloud and 

in the sea was a type of our baptism into the MESSIAH. He explained that 

the manna and the water that Israel drank in the wilderness was a type of 

the bread and the cup of CHRIST that we partake in each Passover. And he 

explained that - even after GOD saved the children of Israel from slavery in 

Egypt - and even after they were baptized into the sea - and even after they 

ate and drank of the bread and the cup of CHRIST in a spiritual sense - they 

 
a 1 Corinthians 10:1-12 
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still died in the wilderness and failed to enter the promised land. 

And Paul said that their experiences were written for our admonition, as a 

type or a pattern for us to consider when we think about our journey in 

CHRIST. And then, Paul concluded his teaching with the very serious warning: 

“Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall”.  

Based on many of his writings, there can be no doubt – Paul applied the 

pattern of the Exodus to the Christian’s life in the MESSIAH. And because 

Paul and his fellow Apostles saw this connection between the Exodus and Life 

in the New Covenant, they called their faith: “The Way”. 

Yes, this same thinking is reflected in Hebrews, where it is written: 

Therefore, as the Holy Spirit says: “Today, if you will hear His voice, 

do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion, In the day of trial in the 

wilderness, where your fathers tested Me, tried Me, and saw My 

works forty years.  Therefore, I was angry with that generation, and 

said, ‘They always go astray in their heart, and they have not known 

My ways.’  So I swore in My wrath, ‘They shall not enter My rest.’ ”   

Beware, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief 

in departing from the living God; but exhort one another daily, while 

it is called “Today,” lest any of you be hardened through the 

deceitfulness of sin. For we have become partakers of Christ if we 

hold the beginning of our confidence steadfast to the end, while it is 

said: “Today, if you will hear His voice, do not harden your hearts as 

in the rebellion.” For who, having heard, rebelled? Indeed, was it not 

all who came out of Egypt, led by Moses? Now with whom was He 

angry forty years? Was it not with those who sinned, whose corpses 

fell in the wilderness? And to whom did He swear that they would not 

enter His rest, but to those who did not obey?  

So we see that they could not enter in because of unbelief. Therefore, 

since a promise remains of entering His rest, let us fear lest any of 

you seem to have come short of it. For indeed the gospel was 

preached to us as well as to them; but the word which they heard did 

not profit them, not being mixed with faith in those who heard it.a  

Here, the writer of Hebrews is speaking of the Israelites who came out of 

Egypt with Moses, when he says: “the gospel was preached to us as well 

as it was to them”. And many have speculated about what the gospel they 

 
a Hebrews 3:7-4:2 
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heard truly was, but we don’t have to speculate when we understand how 

the MESSIAH and His Apostles and Disciples perceived the typological 

connections between the Exodus and the New Covenant. 

The Exodus out of Egypt began at Passover, and GOD told Moses: “This 

month shall be your beginning of months; it shall be the first month 

of the year to you. “Speak to all the congregation of Israel, saying: 

‘On the tenth of this month every man shall take for himself a lamb, 

according to the house of his father, a lamb for a household.”a  

‘Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male of the first year. You may 

take it from the sheep or from the goats. ‘Now you shall keep it until 

the fourteenth day of the same month. Then the whole assembly of 

the congregation of Israel shall kill it at twilight.b  

‘And they shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts 

and on the lintel of the houses where they eat it. ‘Then they shall eat 

the flesh on that night; roasted in fire, with unleavened bread and 

with bitter herbs they shall eat it.c  

‘And thus you shall eat it: with a belt on your waist, your sandals on 

your feet, and your staff in your hand. So you shall eat it in haste. It 

is the LORD’s Passover. ‘For I will pass through the land of Egypt on 

that night, and will strike all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both 

man and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute 

judgment: I am the LORD.d  

‘Now the blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you are. 

And when I see the blood, I will pass over you; and the plague shall 

not be on you to destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt. ‘So this 

day shall be to you a memorial; and you shall keep it as a feast to the 

LORD throughout your generations. You shall keep it as a feast by an 

everlasting ordinance.e  

So, GOD designated the month of Passover the first month of the Biblical 

year, and Passover was to be the first component celebrated in the annual 

Feasts of the LORD! And on the night of Passover, GOD’s people are 

commanded to remember how they were set free from slavery, and led out 

of Egypt in “the way” GOD had prepared for them. But their freedom came 

 
a Exodus 12:2-3 
b Exodus 12:5-6 
c Exodus 12:7-8 
d Exodus 12:11-12 
e Exodus 12:13-14 
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at a cost. And the blood of an innocent, spotless Passover lamb had to be 

shed for GOD’s just judgment to pass over them. 

And - just as the children of Israel were once slaves in Egypt - we were once 

slaves in the world of the unredeemed. And that is why JESUS said: “Most 

assuredly, I say to you, whoever commits sin is a slave of sin. And a 

slave does not abide in the house forever, but a son abides forever. 

Therefore if the Son makes you free, you shall be free indeed.”a  

And this same picture was used by Paul, when he wrote: What then? Shall 

we sin because we are not under law but under grace? Certainly not! 

Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves slaves to obey, 

you are that one’s slaves whom you obey, whether of sin leading to 

death, or of obedience leading to righteousness? But God be thanked 

that though you were slaves of sin, yet you obeyed from the heart 

that form of doctrine to which you were delivered. And having been 

set free from sin, you became slaves of righteousness. I speak in 

human terms because of the weakness of your flesh. For just as you 

presented your members as slaves of uncleanness, and of 

lawlessness leading to more lawlessness, so now present your 

members as slaves of righteousness for holiness.b  

Plus - Passover was clearly on Paul’s mind when he wrote: Therefore purge 

out the old leaven, that you may be a new lump, since you truly are 

unleavened. For indeed Christ, our Passover, was sacrificed for us.c 

and God set forth [JESUS] as a propitiation by His blood, through 

faith, to demonstrate His righteousness, because in His forbearance 

God had passed over the sins that were previously committed.d  

But, the connection between the cross of our Savior and Passover is stronger 

than just these references, because Scripture is very clear that JESUS was 

crucified on the day of Passover, at the very same time GOD had instructed 

the people to kill the Passover lamb.  

John puts the words of Pilate - the governor of Judea at the time of our 

LORD’s execution - in context, by writing: Now it was the Preparation Day 

of the Passover, and about the sixth hour. And he said to the Jews, 

“Behold your King!” But they cried out, “Away with Him, away with 

 
a John 8:34-36 
b Romans 6:15-19 
c 1 Corinthians 5:7 
d Romans 3:24-25 
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Him! Crucify Him!”a And there is no debate or lack of clarity within 

Scripture! JESUS did not die on a day the Bible ever called “good Friday”. He 

died on the 14th day of the first month, when the Passover lamb must be 

killed, according to Exodus.  

And - by the way - the phrase “the preparation day” in the Gospels, is not 

referring to Friday preparations for the weekly sabbath! The Bible makes it 

clear that this frequently misunderstood term is actually referring to the 14th 

day of the first month when the preparations for the Passover meal were to 

be completed.b 

And just as GOD opened “The Way Out” of slavery in Egypt in the first 

Covenant, He opened “The Way Out” - or in Greek “The Exodus” of slavery 

in the world - in the New Covenant! And each year, when we eat the 

unleavened bread of Passover, and drink the cup, we remember how the 

Lamb of GOD set us free through His precious blood, so we could escape the 

just judgment our sins deserved. 

And in this way, we can see that the Gospel that was preached to the 

Israelites began with the shedding of the blood of an innocent Lamb at a very 

specific time on a very specific day. And - just as the first Passover lamb was 

killed on the 14th day of the first month - in the New Covenant, the Passover 

Lamb was killed on the 14th day of the first month! 

But - GOD did not redeem Israel by the blood of the lamb just so the people 

could remain slaves of Pharaoh in Egypt! And, in the same way, JESUS did 

not shed His blood so we could remain slaves of sin and satan in this 

rebellious world! No, the day the Passover was killed was the day of 

preparation for the feast of Unleavened Bread, and this feast was all about 

leaving the leaven of sin behind. 

So, GOD said: “Seven days you shall eat unleavened bread. On the first 

day you shall remove leaven from your houses. For whoever eats 

leavened bread from the first day until the seventh day, that person 

shall be cut off from Israel. ‘On the first day there shall be a holy 

convocation, and on the seventh day there shall be a holy 

convocation for you. No manner of work shall be done on them; but 

that which everyone must eat–that only may be prepared by you.” 

“So you shall observe the Feast of Unleavened Bread, for on this same 

day I will have brought your armies out of the land of Egypt. 

 
a John 19:14-15a 
b Luke 23:54, John 19:14, John 19:31, John 19:42 
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Therefore you shall observe this day throughout your generations as 

an everlasting ordinance. ‘In the first month, on the fourteenth day 

of the month at evening, you shall eat unleavened bread, until the 

twenty-first day of the month at evening. ‘For seven days no leaven 

shall be found in your houses, since whoever eats what is leavened, 

that same person shall be cut off from the congregation of Israel, 

whether he is a stranger or a native of the land. ‘You shall eat nothing 

leavened; in all your dwellings you shall eat unleavened bread.’ ”a  

And during those seven days, when GOD’s people temporarily look at leaven 

as a metaphor for sin, the people of Israel journeyed away from Egypt until 

they reached the Red Sea on the last day of this Feast. And - just as Paul 

explained that we die to sin when we are baptized into the MESSIAH - Israel 

should have died to Egypt when they passed through the waters GOD parted 

before them.  

So, each year at the Feast of Unleavened Bread, we are reminded that the 

Gospel always includes repentance: Therefore let us keep the feast, not 

with old leaven, nor with the leaven of malice and wickedness, but 

with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.b  

Our LORD and Savior JESUS CHRIST was buried just as the high Sabbath 

that is the first day of the Feast of Unleaded Bread was approaching. So – 

because baptism represents us dying to sin with JESUS - this feast reminds 

us of the commitment we made to die to sin in baptism.  

But, directly connected to Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread, is a 

third holy Feast day, known as “Firstfruits”. And about this day, the LORD 

said: “Speak to the children of Israel, and say to them: ‘When you 

come into the land which I give to you, and reap its harvest, then you 

shall bring a sheaf of the firstfruits of your harvest to the priest. ‘He 

shall wave the sheaf before the LORD, to be accepted on your behalf; 

on the day after the Sabbath the priest shall wave it.”c  

It is very rare for a slave to own land - but because they were no longer 

slaves - within the command for this holy celebration, GOD promised Israel 

land and a harvest. And this feast points forward to a time when the people 

of GOD would inherit the blessings GOD had promised them.  

But GOD has promised blessings to us in the New Covenant too - such as 

 
a Exodus 12:15-20 
b 1 Corinthians 5:8 
c Leviticus 23:9-11 
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eternal life, in a new, glorified body! And as we present the firstfruits of all 

that GOD has given us back to Him each year - we remember that we are 

journeying towards that eternal inheritance, preserved for us in heaven. And 

JESUS, the Firstfruits of the Resurrection, is our assurance that our eternal 

inheritance awaits us! 

These first three holy celebrations are all part of the “Feast of Unleavened 

Bread”, and each year they are given to us to remind us of the price of our 

freedom, the purpose of our freedom, and the hope of our freedom. But GOD 

knew that His people would never be truly free until they had a perfect law 

of Liberty to guide them away from sin’s slavery in each and every decision. 

So, fifty days after Firstfruits GOD instituted another holy Feast day, most 

commonly known as Pentecost. And on the very first Pentecost, GOD 

descended to Mount Sinai to declare His Ten Commandments, the words of 

the Covenant that were housed in the famous Ark of the Covenant. 

And He reminds us to commemorate this day, by saying: “And you shall 

count for yourselves from the day after the Sabbath, from the day 

that you brought the sheaf of the wave offering: seven Sabbaths shall 

be completed. ‘Count fifty days to the day after the seventh Sabbath; 

then you shall offer a new grain offering to the LORD.”a …and: “And 

you shall proclaim on the same day that it is a holy convocation to 

you. You shall do no customary work on it. It shall be a statute 

forever in all your dwellings throughout your generations.”b  

And of course - while this day commemorated GOD issuing His Ten 

Commandments in the First Covenant - it now commemorates His HOLY 

SPIRIT writing those commandments on our hearts and minds in the New 

Covenant!  

So - just as the Israelites followed the pillar of fire and cloud in the wilderness, 

we are to walk after the leading of the HOLY SPIRIT in the wilderness of this 

world - that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in 

us who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.c  

So, the Final 27 Books reveal that there is a permanent, inseparable 

connection between the first four feast days of GOD given in Exodus! And 

just as those days reminded Israel of the most important events in the First 

Covenant, those same days now remind GOD’s people of the most important 

 
a Leviticus 23:15-16 
b Leviticus 23:21 
c Romans 8:4 
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events of the New Covenant! And we say this because: the MESSIAH fulfilled 

the Gospel declared by those first four feast days perfectly, down to the exact 

day and hour.  

However, JESUS did not celebrate those holy Feasts and eventually fulfill 

them in order to abolish them! No, claiming that would be like saying we 

should not be baptized because JESUS was baptized “to fulfill all 

righteousness”a! JESUS was baptized as an example to us all, and the 

Apostles made it clear that we should be baptized because the Bible 

commands it! 

And because prophets like Ezekiel, Isaiah, and Zechariah plainly wrote that 

GOD’s feast days will exist after the MESSIAH returns, we can be sure the 

MESSIAH expects His people to keep His feasts! In fact, He will return at the 

sounding of the last trumpet as a fulfillment of the Day of Trumpets. 

Also - He is coming to be “at one” with His bride, but He will have to cleanse 

the earth and purify it - just as the high priest had to cleanse the Tabernacle 

on the day of Atonement, so the glory of GOD could dwell in the camp of 

Israel! So, when JESUS returns, He will most certainly fulfill the Day of 

Atonement. 

And finally, the purpose of the Tabernacle in the First Covenant and the New 

Covenant is made clear in the final Feast given to us by the LORD. Because 

the final Feast is known as the Feast of Tabernacles, and that word simply 

means “dwelling place”!  

You see, JESUS, the HOLY SPIRIT, and the FATHER all desire to “Tabernacle” 

or “dwell” with us – in a world with no more sin, no more death, and no 

more pain! And the final feast of the LORD reminds us that – just like the 

journey of the Israelites through the wilderness on their way to the promised 

land - we are just passing through the wilderness of this life, on our way to 

better promises obtained through a better covenant. 

But the only way to properly understand that “better” covenant, is to 

remember the context The LORD gave us to remember it by, the Exodus of 

the Children of Israel and the Annual Feasts of the LORD. And only in that 

context, we can understand the Word of GOD accurately – from the very first 

Hebrew word in Genesis to the very last Greek word in Revelation! 

  

 
a Matthew 3:15 
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Chapter 3: 

The Feasts and the Gospel 

Now that we have a foundational understanding of the Biblical Feasts, we will 

be looking into the past (as revealed by the Word of GOD) to learn how GOD’s 

annual Feast Days are forever intertwined with the Gospel of JESUS 

CHRIST our LORD! And, we will accomplish this by focusing on how the 

Spring Feasts of the LORD our GOD, were perfectly fulfilled in 30 A.D.! 

Now, to begin - let’s review some highlights from Leviticus chapter 23 – 

where GOD, very noticeably, calls the Feast Days: “the Feasts of the 

LORD” - not the feasts of the Jews! In this chapter of the Holy Bible, our 

Heavenly Father said: “On the fourteenth day of the first month at 

twilight is the LORD’s Passover...” “And on the fifteenth day of the 

same month is the Feast of Unleavened Bread to the LORD; seven 

days you must eat unleavened bread...” “On the first day you shall 

have a holy convocation; you shall do no customary work on it...” And: 

“When you come into the land which I give to you, and reap its 

harvest, then you shall bring a sheaf of the Firstfruits of your Harvest 

to the priest...” “He shall wave the sheaf before the LORD, to be 

accepted on your behalf; on the day after the Sabbath the priest shall 

wave it.”a  

Then, the Almighty went on to say: “You shall count for yourselves from 

the day after the Sabbath, from the day that you brought the sheaf 

of the wave offering: seven Sabbaths shall be completed...” “Count 

fifty days, to the day after the seventh Sabbath; then you shall offer 

a new grain offering to the LORD...” Then: “In the seventh month, on 

the first day of the month, you shall have a sabbath-rest, a memorial 

blowing of trumpets, a holy convocation...” “Also the tenth day of this 

seventh month, shall be the Day of Atonement. It shall be a holy 

convocation for you; you shall afflict your souls, and offer an offering 

made by fire to the LORD…” And: “The fifteenth day of this seventh 

month shall be the Feast of Tabernacles, for seven days to the 

LORD.”b 

These 7 feasts of the Lord were obviously significant in the first Covenant, 

but surprisingly - as we will learn today - they are also very important in 

the New Covenant, as well! As a matter of fact, we can actually guarantee 

 
a Leviticus 23:1-11 
b Leviticus 23:12-44 
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that every single nation on earth will celebrate the Lord’s Biblical feasts, or 

suffer serious consequences - in the not so distant future! 

And we can say this because Zechariah reports that after Jesus returns, and 

the Millennium begins - all the nations of the earth will come to worship 

the LORD of Hosts on the feast of Tabernacles! And Scripture is clear 

that if any nation refuses to come and worship the Lord during the Feast of 

Tabernacles, they will have no rain.a But Zechariah is not the only one that 

tells us these days will be important in the future - Isaiah also mentions 

something very similar. 

He records our GOD saying: “...from one New Moon to another, and from 

one Sabbath to another, all flesh shall come to worship before Me”b 

– and the context is clearly after the Battle of Armageddon.  

Also - the Passover will be observed in the Millennial temple of Jesus 

Christ, along with the New Moons and the Sabbaths, according to the 

prophet Ezekiel! And we know this because - after Ezekiel saw the glory of 

the Lord enter the temple through the eastern gatec - the Lord said to Him: 

“this is the place of My throne and the place of the soles of My feet, 

where I will dwell in the midst of the children of Israel forever”d. 

But then - about that same Millennial temple - He explained: “It shall be 

the prince’s part to provide the burnt offerings, the grain offerings 

and the drink offerings, at the feasts, on the new moons and on the 

sabbaths, at all the appointed feasts of the house of Israel”e. And: “In 

the first month, on the fourteenth day of the month, you shall observe 

the Passover, a feast of seven days; unleavened bread shall be 

eaten.”f 

So - with all these passages in mind – we will now focus in on a very 

important time in History, when the Son of God was nearing the end of His 

earthly ministry. And there is a significant amount of evidence available, that 

has led many scholars to agree that the year we would call “30 A.D.”, was 

the year the Lord died for our sins. (1) (2) So - by using this well-

established starting point, and some Biblical facts about the Spring 

feasts of the LORD – today we will be able to learn some very 

 
a Zechariah 14:16-19 
b Isaiah 66:23 
c Ezekiel 43:1-2 
d Ezekiel 43:7 
e Ezekiel 45:17 
f Ezekiel 45:21 
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important Biblical truths. 

 
First: we will see that Jesus was in astounding control of the events 

surrounding His death, burial and resurrection. Second: we’ll learn how the 
Feast days of Leviticus 23 serve as prophetic shadows of the true Gospel. 

Third: we will review how our God never changes, and He never says a single 
word, or gives a single commandment, that does not have lasting and 
profound significance. And fourth: we will discover how the Feasts of 
the LORD serve as the chronological framework of the four Gospels. 

Truly - to see the everlasting connections GOD has made between His Feasts 

and the Gospel is absolutely amazing! And this morning we will ultimately be 

learning this important reality: that the sequence of events in the first 

two Biblical months of 30 A.D., perfectly fulfilled the first four 

components of the Feasts of the LORD, and forever changed the 

World!  

But to get to that revelation, the first thing we need to correctly understand 

is this: in the Bible, every day starts at sunset and ends at sunset.a Or 

– in other words - a Biblical day begins when the sun goes down, and ends 

when the sun goes down the next day. This is how GOD teaches us to keep 

time in the Bible, and all the Gospels record days in this way, except for John. 

He recorded time using the Roman method of counting from midnight - while 

Matthew, Mark and Luke, tracked days by counting from sunset to sunset. 

Now - with those basics in hand - let’s turn back the clocks to 30 A.D., on the 

10th day of Abib. And we must turn back to that date because – many who 

 
a Leviticus 23:32 
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have deeply studied the chronology of the Gospels are convinced - on that 

very day, Jesus entered Jerusalem, riding on a donkey! However - while 

those who understand the Lord’s feasts would call this day: “the 10th of 

Abib” - I should mention that others commonly call this day, “Palm 

Sunday”. And this day will be our first event that we will place on a very 

special timeline. 

 
Please notice on our Gospel timeline, our modern Gregorian days of the 
week and dates, are offset from the Biblical days. This is because the 

Gregorian calendar used in our modern world considers a new day to begin 
at midnight, just as the Romans did in the first century! But, in the Bible, 
GOD counts days as beginning at sundown. So, if we fail to track the Gospel 
events in biblical time, we will end up with at least a 6-hour discrepancy, and 
some serious problems in our harmonization of the Gospels! Therefore, the 
daylight portion of the 10th of Abib - when Jesus entered Jerusalem - actually 

was a Sunday; and the name “Palm Sunday” just so happens to be 

accurate for the year 30 A.D.! 
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And here we see our first amazing connection to the Feasts of our LORD!  It 

was on the tenth of Abib, that Our God told the people of Israel that 

they should pick out their Lambs for Passover. He said: “Speak to all 

the congregation of Israel, saying: ‘On the tenth of this month (the 

month the Bible calls: Abib) every man shall take for himself a lamb, 

according to the house of his father, a lamb for a household.”a So, the 

day most of the church calls: “Palm Sunday” was actually the day that 

Israel was to choose their Passover Lamb! 

And during the most important Lamb selection day in history, John records: 

They took branches of palm trees, and went out to meet Him, and cried out: 

“Hosanna! ‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD!’ The 

King of Israel!”b. What a bittersweet day for our Savior! In a perfect, literal 

fulfillment of prophecy, He road into Jerusalem on the 10th; as the Lamb of 

GOD who takes away the sin of the world!c But He knew that His people - 

who were then crying out “Hosanna to the King of Israel” - would soon 

be shouting “crucify Him”! 

Sadly, many did not listen to the testimony of John the Baptist who said: 

“Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!”d So 

they expected a conquering Messiah! However, JESUS came that day to take 

away their sins, so GOD’s just judgment could pass over all who would receive 

Him! 

 
a Exodus 12:3 
b John 12:13 
c Zechariah 9:9 
d John 1:29-31 
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Now, continuing on our timeline - after clearing out the money changers from 

the temple – that same evening, JESUS went a very short distance to Bethany 

to spend the night. Then Matthew said “in the morning, He returned to 

the city”a – so, this would have been on the 11th of Abib. 

 
Figure 1 

And from the day JESUS cleared the temple on the 10th - until the day of His 

death – it is important that we recognize how JESUS was watched and tested 

by the religious leaders, and found to be “without blemish.” For example, 

in Luke, it is written: “they watched Him, and sent spies who pretended 

to be righteous, that they might seize on His words, in order to deliver 

Him to the power and the authority of the governor. ... But they could 

not catch Him in His words in the presence of the people. And they 

marveled at His answer and kept silent.”b Then some of the Sadducees, 

who deny that there is a resurrection, came to Him and asked Him questions 

also. But He answered their questions easily, and they learned the valuable 

lesson - no one should ever test Jesus unless they are ready to be humbled! 

 
a Matthew 21:17-18 
b Luke 20:20-40 
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And during all of these days, not one person found any real fault with Jesus 

or His words - even though He taught among them from the time of the 10th 

to the Passover. This is important, because God told Israel that they had 

to make sure that the Passover Lamb was completely without 

blemisha - and their testing demonstrated that JESUS was the spotless 

Passover Lamb the law required. 

Now - as we narrow in on some of the most important events in history, we 

see that Luke records: Then came the Day of Unleavened Bread, when 

the Passover must be killed. And Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, 

“Go and prepare the Passover for us, that we may eat.” And when the 

hour had come, He sat down, and the twelve apostles with Him.b We 

know that Biblically, the day when the Passover must be killed is the 14th of 

Abib - and it begins at sundown. So, the Gregorian date that corresponds to 

these events would have been the night of Wednesday, April the 5th, 30 

A.D.. 

 
a Exodus 12:5a 
b Luke 22:7-14 
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Thus - on the beginning of Abib 14 - which is the day of the Passover 

preparation - Jesus sent His disciples to make the meal; and He informed 

them the room was already prepared for them.a Consequently, they would 

have had at least six hours, to cook and eat the meal, before the next 

recorded event - which was the Garden of Gethsemane.  

Their visit to the Garden - which is highlighted in red on our timeline - 

probably occurred well after midnight, based on the Disciple’s overwhelming 

sleepinessb. And typically, on Passover Preparation Day, the Passover lamb 

was killed at 3 pm and eaten right after sundown, around three hours later. 

So, we can see that 3 hours was plenty of time to prepare the Passover 

meal! 

 
a Mark 14:15-16 
b Matthew 26:43 



Page 40 of 270 

 

 

However, that evening, Jesus ate the Passover meal with His disciples 

early (compared to the traditional time of day) which was after sunset, on 

the 15th of Abib. And this makes sense, because Jesus knew this was His last 

night before being arrested. Plus, we can easily confirm that they ate the 

Passover early, because John later wrote about the following day: the 

Jewish leaders did not enter the Praetorium with Jesus during his 

hearing before Pilate, so that they might eat the Passover.a Clearly, 

this was written because the Passover would normally be eaten after the 

sundown that followed Passover Preparation Day - just as the 15th of 

Abib began. 

 
a John 18:28 
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Meanwhile, at the last unfulfilled Passover meal in history - Jesus told His 

Disciples how the Passover always pointed to Him, and His Sacrifice - even 

while they celebrated it a little early that year. He explained that the 

unleavened bread was foreshadowing His sinless body that would be 

broken for us - and the cup was foreshadowing His precious blood 

that would be shed for us.a And from this Passover (in 30 A.D.), all the 

way to today; the body and blood of Jesus are represented by the cup and 

the unleavened bread of Passover - just as Jesus commanded! 

This is why, later in the Scriptures, the Apostle Paul pointed back to the 

significance of the Lord’s Feasts; saying to the church in Corinth: Therefore 

purge out the old leaven, that you may be a new lump, since you truly 

are unleavened. For indeed Christ, our Passover, was sacrificed for 

us.  Therefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, nor with the 

leaven of malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of 

sincerity and truth.b Obviously - we can see that the Corinthians 

understood and practiced these Feast Days, or Paul would not have referred 

to them so casually in his inspired letter to their assembly! 

But, back at our timeline - after the meal - and after JESUS tenderly washed 

their feet – the Disciples departed for the Garden called Gethsemane, to be 

with JESUS while He prayed. And, at the Garden, the Bible records that 

the Disciples kept falling asleep.c Therefore, we can be confident that this 

 
a Luke 22:13-20 
b 1 Corinthians 5:7-8 
c Matthew 26:36-40 
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time in the Garden took place very late in the night. 

 

Then - after JESUS was arrested in Gethsemane - He was taken to Annas, 

and then Caiaphas, for questioning.a But, after all of this questioning, the 

only thing they could ever really accuse Him of was: blasphemy - for making 

Himself equal with GODb. However - since He truly was “the express image 

of the Father”c - He was not blaspheming at all! Sadly though, this thought 

never crossed their minds - at this point in time! 

 

So - from Annas and Caiaphas - Jesus was taken to Pilate. Then Pilate sent 

 
a John 18:13&24 
b Matthew 26:64-65 
c Hebrews 1:3, John 14:9 
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Him to Herod. And finally – Herod sent Him back to Pilate.a But even after all 

of these leaders interrogated our LORD - no one could actually find any 

sin in Him! 

 

Truly - these leaders unwittingly confirmed that Jesus was the sinless Lamb 

of God! He was completely without leaven, which represents sin; and 

completely without blemish, also. Therefore - because Jesus was innocent - 

Pilate called together the chief priests, the rulers, and the people, and said 

to them: “You have brought this Man to me, as one who misleads the 

people...” “And indeed, having examined Him in your presence, I 

have found no fault in this Man concerning those things of which you 

accuse Him...” “No, neither did Herod, for I sent Him back to you; and 

indeed nothing deserving of death has been done by Him.”b 

Then - proving that these events were still occurring on Passover - John 

records Pilate saying: “You have a custom that I should release 

someone to you at the Passover…” “Do you therefore want me to 

release to you the King of the Jews?”c But, even though Pilate tried to 

release the LORD, the demands of the crowd led him to reluctantly sentence 

JESUS to death. 

So, the perfect Savior of the world - who lovingly came into His own creation 

to save it - was unjustly sentenced to death, that fateful morning. And - on 

the very day He instituted approximately 1500 years before, for the 

 
a Luke 23:1-11 
b Luke 23:13-17 
c John 18:39 
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prophetic killing of the innocent Passover Lambs – the innocent Lamb 

of GOD was summarily sentenced to die by crucifixion! During the 

original Passover in the First Covenant, the lamb’s blood was required on 

each household’s door - so GOD’s judgment could pass over the people of 

Israel. But now, in the New Covenant, the Lamb’s blood must be covering 

our hearts, for the same reason! And we must understand: it was on the 

very day the Passover lambs were to be killed, that Pilate said to the 

crowds - “Behold your KING!”a 

After a grueling trek to Golgotha - our GOD and Savior, JESUS CHRIST was 

nailed to the cross, to take the punishment that we deserved upon Himself. 

And there, on that hill - the Lamb of GOD shed His blood on the very 

Passover day He had established - at the third hour - around 9 am 

Roman time.b 

 

Then - as He bore our suffering, and took the wrath that we deserved - at 

the 6th hour - darkness covered the whole earth.c And this supernatural 

darkness lasted until the ninth hour. 

 
a John 19:14 
b Mark 15:25 
c Luke 23:44-45 
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And, at 3 in the afternoon, while hanging between two thieves: the sinless 

Creator of the Universe surrendered His precious life to atone for our 

sins - while He cried out with a loud voice, and breathed His last.a 

 

But, as JESUS breathed out His final breath and gave up His Spirit - 

the veil of the holy temple was torn in two, from top to bottom - the 

earth quaked - and the graves were opened, so that many of the 

saints rose temporarily from the dead.b Truly, JESUS shook the earth, 

defeated death, and opened the Way into the holy of Holies for all who come 

 
a Mark 15:34-37 
b Matthew 27:50-52 
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to the Father through Him - all at this one amazing moment in History! 

And here is another aspect to the death of our Lord to consider. Exodus 12:6 

explains: “And it shall be for you to keep The Lamb. until the 

fourteenth day of Abib. And all the assembly of the congregation of 

Israel shall kill the Lamb between the evenings.” And Jameson, Faucet, 

and Brown’s highly respected commentary records that the phrase 

“between the evenings” means: - “the interval between the sun's 

beginning to decline (from its highest point at Noon) and sunset. 

Corresponding approximately, to 3 o'clock in the afternoon.”a 

So - 3PM was the exact time that the Passover Lamb was sacrificed - 

and that is exactly when the Lamb of GOD died for the sins of the 

world, on the Cross! JESUS was clearly in such control of these events that 

He breathed His last breath, at exactly the same time the Passover lambs 

were sacrificed! 

 

But then John recorded: “Therefore, because it was the Preparation Day 

- that the bodies should not remain on the cross on the Sabbath (for 

that Sabbath was a high day) - the Jews asked Pilate that their legs 

might be broken, and that they might be taken away. Then the 

soldiers came and broke the legs of the first and of the other who 

was crucified with Him. But when they came to Jesus and saw that 

He was already dead, they did not break His legs.”b Please note that 

 
a Jamieson, Robert; Fausset, Andrew Robert; Brown, David: Commentary Critical and Explanatory on the Whole Bible, 1871 - Exodus 
12:6 entry 
b John 19:31-34 
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the following day was not a weekly Sabbath, but a High annual Sabbath - 

which lines up with our timeline perfectly. 

And after flawlessly fulfilling all of the requirements of the Passover - our 

LORD was laid within the tomb of Joseph of Arimathea before sunset on the 

14th of Abib. And, about this event, John wrote: “Now in the place where 

Jesus was crucified there was a garden - and in the garden, a new 

tomb in which no one had yet been laid. So there they laid Jesus - 

because of the Jews’ Preparation Day - for the tomb was nearby.”a 

You see, every one of the gospels is clear! When Passover preparation day 

arrived, JESUS sent His disciples to prepare the Passover. And, by the end of 

the day of Preparation, JESUS Himself was being placed in the tomb. 

 

But that preparation day was not a Friday –the day before a weekly Sabbath! 

No! It was the 14th of Abib, or the Passover preparation day, when the 

Passover must be killed!b And, the Disciples were preparing for an annual 

high Sabbath when they buried JESUS in the tomb, not a weekly Sabbath!c 

Therefore, this is why His body laid unattended to for three days! 

And it is important that we remember this, as we read Luke’s account, where 

he wrote: “That day was the Preparation, and the Sabbath drew near. 

And the women who had come with Him, from Galilee, followed after, 

and they observed the tomb and how His body was laid. Then they 

returned and prepared spices and fragrant oils. And they rested on 

 
a John 19:41-42 
b Luke 22:7 
c John 19:14 
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the Sabbath according to the Commandment.”a Sunset brought the 15th 

- which was a high annual Sabbath, as John mentioned – not a weekly 

Sabbath! And the Bible calls that high Annual Sabbath - the Feast of 

Unleavened Bread. Plus, Scripture calls that particular day “a high 

Sabbath”, because: on that day, GOD required His People to rest and eat 

the Passover meal. 

So - while the people of Israel were consuming the Passover lambs they had 

sacrificed approximately three hours earlier, along with the Unleavened Bread 

and bitter herbs prescribed in Exodus - their Sinless MESSIAH – GOD’s true 

Passover Lamb, and the Eternal Unleavened Bread of Heaven - was 

swallowed up by the earth! Even as Jonah was once swallowed up by a great 

fish. 

And, during the daylight portion of the first day of the Feast of Unleavened 

Bread - Matthew recorded: On the next day, which followed the Day of 

Preparation, the chief priests and Pharisees gathered together to 

Pilate, saying: “Sir, we remember, while He was still alive, how that 

deceiver said, ‘After three days I will rise.’ Therefore command that 

the tomb be made secure until the third day, lest His disciples come 

by night and steal Him away, and say to the people, ‘He has risen 

from the dead.’ So the last deception will be worse than the first.” 

Pilate said to them, “You have a guard; go your way, make it as 

secure as you know how.” So they went and made the tomb secure, 

sealing the stone and setting the guard.b Thus we know that the guards 

were set, and the tomb was sealed on the 15th of Abib - because the 15th is 

the day after the 14th - and the 14th is the preparation day, when the 

Passover must be killed. 

 
a Luke 23:54-56 
b Matthew 27:62-66 
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And the next day - the 16th of Abib - was the weekly Sabbath, in 30 A.D. So, 

the LORD’s disciples rested according to the fourth commandment on 

this day - until the sun set, and the Sabbath ended. 

Then Mark explains: “Now when the Sabbath was past, Mary 

Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices, 

that they might come and anoint Him.”a So, this would have been after 

sundown, just after the weekly Sabbath - on the beginning of the 17th of 

Abib. And since the weekly Sabbath ends at sundown, and the Day of 

Firstfruits is not a day of rest - this makes perfect sense! The fact is, this was 

the very first moment they could lawfully purchase the spices! But even after 

they purchased those spices, they would not have wanted to go to the tomb 

while it was still dark. 

 
a Mark 16:1-4 
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So, on the 17th of Abib - which was the Day of Firstfruits in 30 A.D. - 

sometime before the sun rose above the horizon - the Son of Man rose from 

the grave! And that morning, the MESSIAH defeated death, and 

conquered all the forces of darkness! Yes friends, our Hope was made 

sure that day - as JESUS walked out of that tomb - in the same glorified body 

He lives in today!a And, on the Day of Firstfruits, JESUS became the first 

person to ever be eternally resurrected, to never die again! 

 

And about this, Paul writes: CHRIST is risen from the dead, and has 

become the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep!b And here, the 

 
a Matthew 28:6 
b 1 Corinthians 15:20 
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Apostle is pointing to the Risen Lord, as the fulfillment of the Biblical Day of 

Firstfruits! 

Also, please notice: when we understand the Gospels correctly - and 

harmonize the entire Bible together - we see that JESUS was actually in the 

ground for 3 daylight portions and 3 nighttime portions - just as He said in 

Matthew! Truly, JESUS was very clear: “as Jonah was three days and 

three nights in the belly of the great fish, so will the Son of Man be 

three days and three nights in the heart of the earth”a And all of our 

LORD’s amazing prophecies always come to pass - just as He declares them! 

 

Now, moving forward on our timeline, Mark 16 states, that after the women 

prepared the spices: “…very early in the morning, on one after the 

Sabbaths, they came to the tomb when the sun had risen. And they 

said among themselves, “Who will roll away the stone from the door 

of the tomb for us? But when they looked up, they saw that the stone 

had been rolled away!b So - on the day after the weekly Sabbath and the 

high Sabbath of the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread - it was on 

the day of Firstfruits, that they found the stone rolled away! 

 
a Matthew 12:40 
b Mark 16:1-4 
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The women first found the tomb. Then Peter and John came also. And just 

after they left, Mary Magdalene was met by JESUS. But the LORD said to her: 

“Do not touch Me, for I have not yet ascended to My Father. But go 

to My brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to My Father and 

your Father, and My God, and your God.’”a Meanwhile, later in the day, 

Jesus freely allowed His Disciples to touch Him! So, JESUS obviously 

completed: “the ascending to the Father” He is referring to here, before 

the Day of Firstfruits ended.  

You see - the biblical Day of Firstfruits is centered on the principle that the 

bundle or sheaf of the first fruits collected from the harvest must be waved 

before the LORD by the priest. And - if we compare that principle to the 

knowledge that JESUS must have ascended to the Father sometime between: 

not allowing Mary to touch Him and later when He allowed everyone to 

touch Him - it is clear Jesus ascended to the Father on this day! And I suggest 

that it was to present Himself as the firstfruits of the resurrection 

harvestb, as our Eternal High Priest! 

But as we already mentioned - after ascending to the Father - Jesus told the 

disciples to “handle Him and see” that He is real, and “not a spirit!”c 

Here, Jesus gives us all a little preview of how our resurrected, eternal bodies 

will function - by eating and fellowshipping with the disciples! Plus, He 

supplied us with witnesses to His bodily resurrection, who would later face 

 
a John 20:17 
b Leviticus 23:10-11 
c Luke 24:39 
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death for their steadfast, firsthand testimony! 

Truly - after seeing how integrated the Feasts of the LORD are in the Gospel 

of Jesus Christ - we can understand why Paul told the Ephesians, that he 

could not remain with them - because, He must by all means keep the 

coming feast in Jerusalem!a The Feast Days we find in our Bible, are the 

chronological framework of the Gospels! Yes, they are the astounding Biblical 

anniversaries that GOD gave to His Church to accurately celebrate the Death, 

Burial and Resurrection of His Son, our Savior! 

In the Spring feasts - Passover is the foundation of the Covenant - which is 

based on the blood of the Sinless Lamb! Unleavened bread is a picture of 

us dying to sin in baptism - just as JESUS was baptized into death. Firstfruits 

is a reminder that if we died with Him - we will live forever with Him. And 

Pentecost is a celebration of the New Life we have received in the HOLY 

SPIRIT - Who is now within us, enabling us to follow JESUS obediently in 

Faith! 

Then - In the Fall feasts - The Day of Trumpets is a reminder that Jesus 

will one day soon return to earth - and at the sound of a trumpet! And He will 

send out His Angels to gather us together to Him in the clouds. The Day of 

Atonement is a reminder that we serve a Holy God - and when He returns 

to be at one with His people - He will cleanse the earth of all those who don’t 

obey His Gospel, in true repentance. And the Feast of Tabernacles is a 

reminder that the Word once became flesh to tabernacle among us - but soon 

He will return in all of His Glory, to Tabernacle with His saints forever and 

ever - in peace, justice, and righteousness! 

So – JESUS perfectly fulfilled the first 3 spring feasts - to the letter, down to 

the day and hour! And the HOLY SPIRIT was also poured out on the Feast 

day the Apostles called Pentecost - as the perfect fulfillment of the promise 

of the “New Covenant”! So, this means that every single Spring Feast 

was perfectly fulfilled in very literal, and understandable ways - 

during the first coming of JESUS CHRIST! ... And based on that fact - we 

can logically expect that the Fall Feasts of the LORD will be fulfilled in a 

similar, stunning way!b 

But – without a doubt – we have proven today that GOD’s Feasts are 

the chronological framework of the Gospel! Therefore, it is clear that 

they should still matter to every single follower of JESUS CHRIST who 

 
a Acts 18:20-21 
b Colossians 2:17 
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considers “All Scripture …profitable”a, from the very first Hebrew word in 

Genesis to the very last Greek word in Revelation.  

 
a 2 Timothy 3:16 
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Chapter 4: 

The Feast of Unleavened Bread 

 

JESUS once said to Nicodemus: “If I have told you earthly things and 

you do not believe, how will you believe if I tell you heavenly 

things?”a Our Creator knows our limitations, and He perceives that we often 

need to have tangible, earthly examples to understand many of the spiritual 

principles He desires to teach us!   

That is why He frequently provides us with shadows, parables, metaphors, 

and other tools to allow us to comprehend the deeper spiritual truths of His 

Word. But nowhere is this principle more important than in the book of 

Exodus, when we compare the redemption and journey of the Israelites from 

slavery in Egypt to freedom in the Promised Land, to our new life in JESUS 

CHRIST! 

Three times in the Final 27 Books of the Bible this comparison between the 

Exodus and our walk with the MESSIAH is clearly madeb, and - in each of 

those three examples - the comparison is issued as a warning to all new 

covenant believers to remember the lessons of the book of Exodus.  

We will look at those examples a little later, but first we need to recognize 

the importance of learning and studying all of the scriptures and not just 

some of them, because they all work together to make us wise unto salvation 

in JESUS! 

As Paul said to Timothy (while clearly referring to the First 39 Books of the 

Bible): “Evil men and impostors will grow worse and worse, deceiving 

and being deceived. But you must continue in the things which you 

have learned and been assured of, knowing from whom you have 

learned them, and that from childhood you have known the Holy 

Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through 

faith which is in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is given by inspiration of 

God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 

instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, 

thoroughly equipped for every good work.”c 

 
a John 3:12 
b 1 Corinthians 10, Hebrews 3, Jude 1 
c 2 Timothy 3:13-17 
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With this in mind - the book of Exodus begins by revealing how the children 

of Israel became slaves in Egypt over time, and it also reveals how the 

Egyptians used slavery and infanticide to subjugate the ever-growing 

population of Israelites in Egypt. But GOD raised up a deliverer for the 

descendants of Abraham in a man named Moses; and eventually, after 

revealing Himself to His servant Moses, GOD sent him to set His people free. 

Then - after using a series of plagues designed to humiliate the false gods of 

Egypt – GOD sent a final tenth plague of judgment that dealt with how the 

Pharaoh had cruelly treated the babies of the Hebrews. And with this final 

judgment GOD eventually set His people free from their bonds of slavery. But 

the only way to avoid the judgment of GOD unleashed within that tenth and 

final plague, was through the blood of the Passover lamb.  

Each family was to take in a perfect, spotless 1-year old lamb or goat on the 

10th of the first month, and they were to kill it at 3pm and roast it on the 

14th day of that same month. Also, on the 14th day of the month, they were 

to remove all of the leaven from their homes and put the blood on the top 

and sides of the doors of their home.  

Then, when the 15th day began at sundown, they were to eat a special 

“Passover” meal of unleavened bread and lamb, with bitter herbs, on the 

same night that the Angel would pass through Egypt and destroy all of the 

firstborn who were not covered by the blood of the lamb. 

This final plague of judgment ransomed - or redeemed - the Israelites from 

their slavery; and the Pharaoh finally agreed to let them go. So, on the 15th 

of the month of Abib the Israelites (and anyone else who willingly converted 

to serve their holy GOD) left their life of slavery behind in Egypt to begin their 

journey to their inheritance - which was a future of freedom and blessing in 

the Promised Land of Canaan. 

As they followed behind the pillar of cloud by day and the pillar of fire by 

night, they were still within the 7-day period of the feast of Unleavened 

Bread, and on the seventh and final day of that feast, they found themselves 

walking through the Red Sea, after GOD miraculously parted it for them to 

pass through on dry ground. 

And once they reached the other side of that great sea (parted by a 

miraculous work of GOD) the waters returned to their natural position and 

the armies of Pharaoh were destroyed, even as they pursued the Israelites 

into the sea. So - during this single event - the Pharaoh was judged, his 
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armies were defeated, his campaign to recapture the Israelites was 

permanently ended, and most importantly - a clear line of demarcation was 

laid down between the future of each and every descendant of Jacob, and 

their Egyptian past. 

Now, a vast impassable sea stood between them and the land of Egypt, and 

- in a sense - on the seventh day of unleavened bread, the Israelites 

died to their old life as slaves in Egypt. They were now completely free 

from their chains, their cruel Egyptian masters, and the harsh laws that 

demanded they murder their own children. And instead, they were free to 

worship and serve the GOD of their fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob! 

Finally - on the Arabian shore of the Red Sea - they could say “farewell” to 

their old lives of bitter bondage, and they could embrace the hope of a land 

flowing with milk and honey, that they would one day call their own. So - 

Passover represented how GOD’s just judgment passed over them and 

allowed the lamb’s blood to redeem them from their bondage; while 

Unleavened Bread represented their journey away from slavery in Egypt, and 

their ultimate deliverance and separation from that old way of life - after they 

passed through the Red Sea. Meanwhile, Firstfruits pointed forward to the 

sure hope of the Promised Land, and the harvest they would enjoy there in 

the future. 

Thus - only once we understand the first three feast elements through the 

lens of the Exodus can we truly understand their spiritual significance to us 

in the New Covenant. And - only when we understand the symbolism of the 

events of Exodus, can we truly understand our salvation in JESUS the 

MESSIAH. 

And with this in mind - today we remember that Almighty GOD said to His 

servant Moses - “Speak to all the congregation of Israel, saying: ‘On 

the tenth of this month every man shall take for himself a lamb, 

according to the house of his father, a lamb for a household. ‘And if 

the household is too small for the lamb, let him and his neighbor next 

to his house take it according to the number of the persons; according 

to each man’s need you shall make your count for the lamb. ‘Your 

lamb shall be without blemish, a male of the first year. You may take 

it from the sheep or from the goats.a  

 
a Exodus 12:3-20 
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‘Now you shall keep it until the fourteenth day of the same month. 

Then the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill it at 

twilight. ‘And they shall take some of the blood and put it on the two 

doorposts and on the lintel of the houses where they eat it. ‘Then 

they shall eat the flesh on that night; roasted in fire, with unleavened 

bread and with bitter herbs they shall eat it. ‘Do not eat it raw, nor 

boiled at all with water, but roasted in fire–its head with its legs and 

its entrails. ‘You shall let none of it remain until morning, and what 

remains of it until morning you shall burn with fire.a  

‘And thus you shall eat it: with a belt on your waist, your sandals on 

your feet, and your staff in your hand. So you shall eat it in haste. It 

is the LORD’s Passover. ‘For I will pass through the land of Egypt on 

that night, and will strike all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both 

man and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute 

judgment: I am the LORD. ‘Now the blood shall be a sign for you on 

the houses where you are. And when I see the blood, I will pass over 

you; and the plague shall not be on you to destroy you when I strike 

the land of Egypt. ‘So this day shall be to you a memorial; and you 

shall keep it as a feast to the LORD throughout your generations.b  

You shall keep it as a feast by an everlasting ordinance. ‘Seven days 

you shall eat unleavened bread. On the first day you shall remove 

leaven from your houses. For whoever eats leavened bread from the 

first day until the seventh day, that person shall be cut off from 

Israel. ‘On the first day there shall be a holy convocation, and on the 

seventh day there shall be a holy convocation for you. No manner of 

work shall be done on them; but that which everyone must eat–that 

only may be prepared by you.c  

‘So you shall observe the Feast of Unleavened Bread, for on this same 

day I will have brought your armies out of the land of Egypt. 

Therefore you shall observe this day throughout your generations as 

an everlasting ordinance. ‘In the first month, on the fourteenth day 

of the month at evening, you shall eat unleavened bread, until the 

twenty-first day of the month at evening.d  

 
a Exodus 12:3-20 
b Exodus 12:3-20 
c Exodus 12:3-20 
d Exodus 12:3-20 
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‘For seven days no leaven shall be found in your houses, since 

whoever eats what is leavened, that same person shall be cut off 

from the congregation of Israel, whether he is a stranger or a native 

of the land. ‘You shall eat nothing leavened; in all your dwellings you 

shall eat unleavened bread.’ ”a  

And later it was recorded: Then the children of Israel journeyed from 

Rameses to Succoth, about six hundred thousand men on foot, 

besides children. A mixed multitude went up with them also, and 

flocks and herds–a great deal of livestock. And they baked 

unleavened cakes of the dough which they had brought out of Egypt; 

for it was not leavened, because they were driven out of Egypt and 

could not wait, nor had they prepared provisions for themselves.b  

We see, in the original context of the Exodus, the unleavened nature of the 

bread was in reference to the fact that they did not have time to let their 

bread rise, because they were in a hurry to get away from their former 

slavery in Egypt. And, for seven days, they were fleeing from Egypt and her 

armies until GOD delivered them miraculously from the hands of Pharaoh at 

the Red Sea. So, even though Paul and others later speak of leaven as a type 

of sin, the original context of the 7 days of Unleavened Bread was the 

hurried flight of the Israelites away from their former slavery in Egypt. 

But to understand how the Exodus narrative applies to the Gospel and our 

redemption in JESUS CHRIST, we must begin by identifying the key players 

in the first Exodus and what they were foreshadowing in the Gospel Exodus. 

In the First Exodus we see: Egypt, Pharaoh, Moses, the Passover, Unleavened 

Bread, and the forward-looking hope of a Firstfruits harvest in the Promised 

Land. And, in the Gospel Exodus we see: the world, satan, JESUS, the Cross, 

repentance and a symbolic death to sin, plus a forward-looking hope towards 

the resurrection to eternal life in a new Heavens and a new earth! 

Please compare how Stephen said: “...in their hearts they turned back to 

Egypt”c to how John wrote: “Do not love the world or the things in the 

world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in 

him.”d  Obviously, there is a parallel between turning back to Egypt in 

 
a Exodus 12:3-20 
b Exodus 12:33-39 
c Acts 7:39 
d 1 John 2:15 
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their hearts and loving the things of the world, so Egypt represented 

the world that is at enmity with God. 

As James wrote: “Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not know that 

friendship with the world is enmity with God? Whoever therefore 

wants to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.”a 

So, we must not turn back to the world in our hearts, just as they were 

forbidden to turn back to Egypt in their hearts! 

And - just as Pharaoh was the ruler of Egypt - this world has a ruler too. John 

wrote: “We know that we are of God, and the whole world lies under 

the sway of the wicked one.b”  And JESUS said: “...the ruler of this 

world is coming, and he has nothing in Me.”c   

So, satan is the ruler of this present fallen world system because “He who 

sins is of the devil, for the devil has sinned from the beginning.”d And 

- before we repented of our sins to obediently follow JESUS (like the Israelites 

turned away from Egypt and followed Moses) we once were slaves of satan, 

just as they were slaves of Pharaoh.  

That is why JESUS said: “If you abide in My word, you are My disciples 

indeed. “And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you 

free.” But the people that JESUS was speaking to that day, responded: “We 

are Abraham’s descendants, and have never been in bondage to 

anyone. How can You say, ‘You will be made free’?” Jesus answered 

them, “Most assuredly, I say to you, whoever commits sin is a slave 

of sin. “And a slave does not abide in the house forever, but a son 

abides forever. “Therefore if the Son makes you free, you shall be 

free indeed.”e  

But - just as the Israelites could not break free from Pharaoh’s grasp until 

the blood of the Passover Lamb allowed GOD’s judgment to pass over them 

- blood is required for our redemption too.  

As Paul explained: Now the righteousness of God apart from the law is 

revealed, being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets, even the 

righteousness of God, through faith in Jesus Christ, to all and on all 

who believe. For there is no difference; for all have sinned and fall 

 
a James 4:4 
b 1 John 5:19 
c John 14:30 
d 1 John 3:8a 
e John 8:31-36 
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short of the glory of God, being justified freely by His grace through 

the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God set forth as a 

propitiation by His blood, through faith, to demonstrate His 

righteousness, because in His forbearance God had passed over the 

sins that were previously committed, to demonstrate at the present 

time His righteousness, that He might be just and the justifier of the 

one who has faith in Jesus.a  

So, the purpose of the Passover in the New Covenant is to remind us of how 

we were redeemed from slavery and forgiven for our past sins through the 

blood of JESUS our holy Passover Lamb. 

While the purpose of the Feast of Unleavened Bread in the New Covenant is 

to remind us of the vows we made to the LORD at our baptism and our total 

freedom from sin’s slavery. 

And that is why Paul explains: What shall we say then? Shall we continue 

in sin that grace may abound? Certainly not! How shall we who died 

to sin live any longer in it? Or do you not know that as many of us as 

were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? 

Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that 

just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, 

even so we also should walk in newness of life.b 

For if we have been united together in the likeness of His death, 

certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection, knowing 

this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin 

might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin. 

For he who has died has been freed from sin.c  

Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with 

Him, knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead, dies no 

more. Death no longer has dominion over Him. For the death that He 

died, He died to sin once for all; but the life that He lives, He lives to 

God. Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, 

but alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord.d  

Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body, that you should 

obey it in its lusts. And do not present your members as instruments 

 
a Romans 3:21-26 
b Romans 6:1-23 
c Romans 6:1-23 
d Romans 6:1-23 
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of unrighteousness to sin, but present yourselves to God as being 

alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of 

righteousness to God. For sin shall not have dominion over you, for 

you are not under law but under grace.a  

What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law but under 

grace? Certainly not! Do you not know that to whom you present 

yourselves slaves to obey, you are that one’s slaves whom you obey, 

whether of sin leading to death, or of obedience leading to 

righteousness? But God be thanked that though you were slaves of 

sin, yet you obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine to which you 

were delivered. And having been set free from sin, you became slaves 

of righteousness.b  

I speak in human terms because of the weakness of your flesh. For 

just as you presented your members as slaves of uncleanness, and of 

lawlessness leading to more lawlessness, so now present your 

members as slaves of righteousness for holiness.c  

For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to 

righteousness. What fruit did you have then in the things of which 

you are now ashamed? For the end of those things is death. But now 

having been set free from sin, and having become slaves of God, you 

have your fruit to holiness, and the end, everlasting life. For the 

wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus 

our Lord.d  

Brothers and Sisters - our baptism was a declaration that we are dead to sin, 

and we have renounced our citizenship in the sinful fallen worldly system of 

satan, to become citizens of GOD’s kingdom, where His law and His Word 

reign supreme!  

And every year, during the Feast of Unleavened Bread, we must remind 

ourselves of the seal on GOD’s unshakable foundation, which Paul reveals, 

by writing: Nevertheless the solid foundation of God stands, having 

this seal: “The Lord knows those who are His,” and, “Let everyone 

who names the name of Christ depart from iniquity.”e  

 
a Romans 6:1-23 
b Romans 6:1-23 
c Romans 6:1-23 
d Romans 6:1-23 
e 2 Timothy 2:19 
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Truly - the Gospel is about an Exodus out of sin, not a continuation in it! And 

this is why Paul also wrote: Do you not know that those who run in a 

race all run, but one receives the prize? Run in such a way that you 

may obtain it. And everyone who competes for the prize is temperate 

in all things. Now they do it to obtain a perishable crown, but we for 

an imperishable crown. Therefore I run thus: not with uncertainty. 

Thus I fight: not as one who beats the air. But I discipline my body 

and bring it into subjection, lest, when I have preached to others, I 

myself should become disqualified.a  

Moreover, brethren, I do not want you to be unaware that all our 

fathers were under the cloud, all passed through the sea, all were 

baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, all ate the same 

spiritual food, and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank 

of that spiritual Rock that followed them, and that Rock was Christ. 

But with most of them God was not well pleased, for their bodies 

were scattered in the wilderness.b  

Now these things became our examples, to the intent that we should 

not lust after evil things as they also lusted. And do not become 

idolaters as were some of them. As it is written, “The people sat down 

to eat and drink, and rose up to play.” Nor let us commit sexual 

immorality, as some of them did, and in one day twenty-three 

thousand fell; nor let us tempt Christ, as some of them also tempted, 

and were destroyed by serpents; nor complain, as some of them also 

complained, and were destroyed by the destroyer.c  

Now all these things happened to them as examples, and they were 

written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the ages have 

come. Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall. 

No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man; 

but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what 

you are able, but with the temptation will also make the way of 

escape, that you may be able to bear it. Therefore, my beloved, flee 

from idolatry.d  

Justification by the blood of the Lamb - and even baptism into the name of 

the Father, the Son, and the HOLY SPIRIT - is not going to save us if we don’t 
 

a 1 Corinthians 9:24-10:14 
b 1 Corinthians 9:24-10:14 
c 1 Corinthians 9:24-10:14 
d 1 Corinthians 9:24-10:14 
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actually die to sin as Paul explained we must in Romans 6! That is what Paul 

is saying in Romans 6, and it is also what He was teaching in 1 Corinthians 

10! 

Among all of those who escaped from Egypt, redeemed by the Passover lamb 

of the Exodus, most of them perished in the wilderness because they turned 

back to Egypt in their hearts! This is why Hebrews warns: Therefore, as the 

Holy Spirit says: “Today, if you will hear His voice, Do not harden your 

hearts as in the rebellion, In the day of trial in the wilderness, Where 

your fathers tested Me, tried Me, And saw My works forty years.  

Therefore I was angry with that generation, And said, ‘They always 

go astray in their heart, And they have not known My ways.’  So I 

swore in My wrath, ‘They shall not enter My rest.’ ”a   

Beware, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief 

in departing from the living God; but exhort one another daily, while 

it is called “Today,” lest any of you be hardened through the 

deceitfulness of sin. For we have become partakers of Christ if we 

hold the beginning of our confidence steadfast to the end, while it is 

said: “Today, if you will hear His voice, Do not harden your hearts as 

in the rebellion.” For who, having heard, rebelled? Indeed, was it not 

all who came out of Egypt, led by Moses? Now with whom was He 

angry forty years? Was it not with those who sinned, whose corpses 

fell in the wilderness? And to whom did He swear that they would not 

enter His rest, but to those who did not obey?b  

And Jude also warns: But I want to remind you, though you once knew 

this, that the Lord, having saved the people out of the land of Egypt, 

afterward destroyed those who did not believe.c  

Therefore, during the days of Unleavened Bread, we must “...purge out the 

old leaven, that you may be a new lump, since you truly are 

unleavened. For indeed Christ, our Passover, was sacrificed for us. 

Therefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, nor with the 

leaven of malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of 

sincerity and truth.”d  

 
a Hebrews 3:7-18 
b Hebrews 3:7-18 
c Jude 1:5 
d 1 Corinthians 5:7-8 
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So, we must: keep our eyes on JESUS, spiritually “crucify our flesh and its 

worldly desires”, “put away the leaven of malice and wickedness”, and follow 

our risen MESSIAH all the way to the end; to make it into the true Promised 

Land that He has prepared for us! 

And now that we understand the deeper spiritual principles behind the Feast 

of Unleavened Bread - many people tend to ask, “Should we just ignore 

all that the Bible says about physical leaven because the real issue is 

‘the leaven of malice and wickedness’?” And, to begin to answer that 

question, we should ask ourselves, “Should we just ignore the sign of 

baptism, since it is only an outward expression of our dying to sin 

with Jesus?”  

Well, the answer to the second question is definitely “No!”, because JESUS 

commanded: “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit, “teaching them to observe all things that I have 

commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the 

age.”a  

Because JESUS commanded us to make disciples and baptize them, we obey 

in faith. So, why would someone ignore the outward sign of avoiding physical 

leaven for a week, if they didn’t ignore the command to practice the outward 

sign of baptism? Sadly, the answer can be boiled down to bad theology, and 

the deeply flawed concept that the so-called “‘Old Testament’ no longer 

applies to us”. But the same GOD who commanded us to baptize; also 

commanded us not to eat leaven during the Feast of Unleavened Bread!  

And this week long fast from physical leaven serves to remind us to 

permanently fast from the leaven of sin - just as remembering our baptism 

should remind us that we are dead to sin, because we were buried with 

JESUS. Thus - for seven days in the first Biblical month - while we clear the 

physical leaven out of our homes and diets, we are also to inventory our 

spiritual lives to see if we have allowed any spiritual leaven to creep in! 

You see - the outward physical signs and the deeper spiritual truths 

go hand and hand - and one reminds us of the other. So, if you picture the 

physical signs of the Bible – like baptism, unleavened bread, or the Passover 

meal – to be like road signs, you can understand why we should not do away 

with them, unless we are specifically told to - in the Bible. 

 
a Matthew 28:19-20 
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Imagine trying to find some specific city if every road sign that mentioned 

that city was taken away, and you had no GPS. That would be pretty 

ridiculous, right? We rely on road signs to point us towards our destination, 

so they clearly serve a very important purpose. But just as it would be 

ridiculous to remove every road sign, wouldn’t it be just as ridiculous to pull 

off at the exit ramp for the city you were seeking, and stop there - because 

that was where the road sign was located? 

In other words - a road sign is normally not your ultimate destination, but 

the sign helps you get to your journey's end. And eliminating those road 

signs will only make navigation much more difficult, and much more 

subjective.  Therefore, we can and should observe the various signs GOD has 

given us in the Bible, without neglecting the deeper spiritual truths they point 

to. And in this way, every generation will be able to fully understand passages 

like 1st Corinthians chapter 5, that speak of getting rid of the leaven of malice 

and wickedness, to partake in the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth! 

So, MESSIAH Theology teaches that we should fast from leaven during the 

Feast of Unleavened Bread and remove it from our homes simply because 

GOD commands it. 

And nothing in Scripture abrogatesa (or abolishes) the passages that say such 

things as: ‘For seven days no leaven shall be found in your houses, 

since whoever eats what is leavened, that same person shall be cut 

off from the congregation of Israel, whether he is a stranger or a 

native of the land. ‘You shall eat nothing leavened; in all your 

dwellings you shall eat unleavened bread.’ ”b  

And we see this repeated in many other passages, such as this one that says: 

And this day shall be to you a memorial, and you shall keep it a feast 

to the Lord through all your generations; you shall keep it a feast for 

a perpetual ordinance. Seven days you shall eat unleavened bread, 

and from the first day you shall utterly remove leaven from your 

houses: whoever shall eat leaven, that soul shall be utterly destroyed 

from Israel, from the first day until the seventh day. And the first day 

shall be called holy, and the seventh day shall be a holy convocation 

to you. You shall do no servile work on them, only as many things as 

 
a repeals or sets aside 
b Exodus 12:19-20 
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is necessary shall be done by every soul, this only shall be done by 

you.”a  

And - “Seven days you shall eat unleavened bread, and on the seventh 

day there shall be a feast to the LORD. “Unleavened bread shall be 

eaten seven days. And no leavened bread shall be seen among you, 

nor shall leaven be seen among you in all your quarters.”b  

Clearly, GOD is very serious about removing leaven and avoiding it for the 

Feast of Unleavened Bread, and the penalty for willingly ignoring Him is listed 

as being “cut off”, or “destroyed from Israel”. Yet, the penalty for eating 

unclean foods was only banishment from the camp until evening and washing 

with water!c And the heightened penalty regarding leaven during the Feast of 

Unleavened Bread reveals how serious this is to GOD! 

Also, the word “leaven” in these passages comes from a root word in Hebrew 

that means to swell up. And that meaning - combined with the fact that the 

Septuagint translators translated that Hebrew word “se'or” into Greek as 

“dzoo'-may” - tells us quite a bit. 

You see, “dzoo'-may” clearly means: a fermenting agent (as if boiling 

up) or (specially) leaven. And this means that “se'or” means the same 

thing. So, in Hebrew, leaven is called “se'or”, but a leavened food is called 

“chametz”, and GOD specifically says not to have any “se'or” in our homes. 

And this means that GOD wants us to remove “chametz” ‘(or food with 

leavening agents as ingredients), plus He also wants us to remove “se'or” 

(or the ingredients themselves).  

For example - when the Almighty said in Exodus 13:7: “No leavened bread 

(or chametz) shall be seen among you, nor shall leaven (or se'or) be 

seen among you in all your quarters.” - He listed both items. 

Therefore - because we trust our Heavenly Father, and because (like our 

MESSIAH) we know that His command is eternal life – we obey the Father 

and remove the physical leaven along with all leavened foods from our homes 

and synagogues each year for the seven-day long feast of Unleavened Bread. 

But more importantly, we do this to remind ourselves that we must obediently 

remove all spiritual leaven from our lives, as we walk after the HOLY SPIRIT 

and die to the lusts of the flesh. 

 
a Exodus 12:14-16 
b Exodus 13:6-7 
c Leviticus 11:24-25, Mark 7:18-19 
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And these observances are consistent with all of the Holy Scriptures which 

are able to make us wise for salvation through faith which is in CHRIST 

JESUS, from the very first Hebrew word of Genesis to the very last Greek 

word of Revelation. 
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Chapter 5: 

The Day of Atonement 

In order to truly understand the Day of Atonement, we need to understand 

seven key concepts from GOD’s Word. And those concepts are: The 

Tabernacle, The Priesthood, The Old Covenant, The New Covenant, 

The Book of Hebrews, The Gospel, and the Return of our MESSSIAH! 

But – since most of these concepts could take years to fully teach - today we 

will only be able to cover each item very briefly. 

And with this understood, let’s begin with the first item on our list: The 

Tabernacle GOD instructed Moses to build. 

After giving the Children of Israel the commandments of the Covenant in 

Exodus chapter 20, and the judgments of the Covenant in Exodus 21 through 

Exodus 24 - in Exodus chapter 25 - GOD began giving Moses instructions for 

a portable temple that is most commonly known as “the Tabernacle”. 

And, from Exodus chapter 25 to Exodus Chapter 31, GOD described in great 

detail to Moses how the Tabernacle was to be built, how every article 

was to be made, and how the priests were to serve in the Tabernacle. 

Then – from Exodus chapter 35 to Exodus chapter 40 – Scripture records 

how Moses led the people to carefully obey all of GOD’s precise instructions 

when they built the Tabernacle. 

And the book of Exodus ends by saying: Then the cloud covered the 

tabernacle of meeting, and the glory of the LORD filled the 

tabernacle. And Moses was not able to enter the tabernacle of 

meeting, because the cloud rested above it, and the glory of the LORD 

filled the tabernacle. Whenever the cloud was taken up from above 

the tabernacle, the children of Israel would go onward in all their 

journeys. But if the cloud was not taken up, then they did not journey 

till the day that it was taken up. For the cloud of the LORD was above 

the tabernacle by day, and fire was over it by night, in the sight of all 

the house of Israel, throughout all their journeys.a 

So, GOD desired to dwell (or Tabernacle) with His people, but because 

He is unimaginably holy and pure, the Tabernacle was designed to physically 

separate His glorious holiness from the impurities of the people of Israel!b 

 

 
a Exodus 40:34-38 
b Exodus 25:8 
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Thus, in the holiest section of all of the Tabernacle – called the Holy of Holies 

– GOD’s glory would rest. And - to even come near that holy room - GOD 

made a temporary system of purification to cleanse the priests, so they could 

approach Him. And, everything about the design of the Tabernacle 

declares that GOD is holy, and we must be cleansed before we can 

approach His holy throne.a 

Now, if you were to approach the Sanctuary that was situated in the center 

of the camp of Israel, the first item you would see was the outer wall. And, 

that wall was made out of white linen, it was around 7 and ½ feet tall, and it 

had only one opening, that faced the east. 

The north wall was 150 feet long, the south wall was 150 feet long, the 

west wall was 75 feet long, and the east wall featured a 30-foot-long 

gate between two sections of wall that were each 22 and a ½ feet long. 

Then, if you were to enter through the gate, the first item you would see 

would be the bronze altar where all of the blood sacrifices were offered by 

fire to the Lord. In fact, the ground would be soaked with the blood of the 

sacrifices that the priests were to pour out on the dirt after sanctifying the 

altar with it. And this blood would serve as a constant reminder of the brutal 

consequences of sin. 

Then, beyond the bronze altar, but still in the outer court, there was a bronze 

laver or wash basin. And, about this basin, the LORD said: “When they 

go into the tabernacle of meeting, or when they come near the altar 

to minister, to burn an offering made by fire to the LORD, they shall 

wash with water, lest they die.”b 

And, just as the outer walls of the court formed a rectangle, the golden 

walls of the Sanctuary were arranged into a rectangle. Each of the walls 

was made up of planks overlaid with gold, and each plank was 27 inches wide 

and 15 feet tall. So, when GOD said that there should be 20 planks on the 

north and the south that meant that the walls on these sides were 45 feet 

long. And when He said that there were 6 planks on the west side, this means 

that the west side was 13 and a ½ feet wide. 

So, with the outer court, the Gate, the bronze altar, the laver and the walls 

of the Tabernacle laid out, we can now imagine the blue, purple, and 

scarlet woven screen or door to the tabernacle that was 15 feet tall, and 

 
a Exodus 25:22 
b Exodus 30:20 
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13 and a ½ feet wide. 

And, if you were to pass through that screen (after washing in the laver), you 

would then be in the room sometimes called: The Holy place. There, on your 

right side you would see the Table of the Bread of the Presence, with 

twelve loaves of freshly baked bread that were changed out every Sabbath. 

And this bread was for the priests to eat in the presence of the Lord. 

But, opposite of the Table of the Bread of the Presence, which stood in the 

presence of the LORD; the golden lampstand illuminated the holy place 

with seven lamps that rested on seven ornate stems. The center stem and 

the three branches that extended out from either side were adorned with 

ornamental knobs and flowers. And the Lampstand was hammered out of one 

approximately 75-pound talent of pure gold. 

Then, straight ahead, after you entered through the door of the tabernacle, 

there would have been a Golden Altar for burning incense before the LORD. 

There, special holy incense was to be burned on that altar, in the morning 

and the evening before the presence of the LORD in the holy of holies. 

And just beyond that altar, separating the holy place from the Holy of holies 

(or The Most Holy Place) there was a blue, purple and scarlet woven veil 

with cherubim depicted on it, illustrating the hosts of angels that surround 

the throne of God in Heaven! And the linen ceiling of the Tabernacle was 

made in the same way as the veil. 

So - before even entering the veil - the priest would have seen angels above 

and angels in front of him! And the image of the angels would have been 

reflected on the golden walls, as the whole scene was flooded with light from 

the golden lampstand and fragrance from the golden altar of incense and the 

scent of fresh bread. 

But -behind the veil - in the area known as the Holiest of all, the brilliant 

manifestation of the glory of God rested over the Mercy Seat and the Ark of 

the Covenant! 

And, within this Holiest chamber of all, the Ark of the Covenant was 

located.  And this holy box contained the tablets of the Ten Commandments, 

a golden jar of manna, and Aaron’s rod that budded to remind the people of 

God of His covenant, His faithful provision reserved for all who keep His 

covenant, and His sovereign selection of the priests of the covenant. 

Then, on top of the Ark, the Mercy Seat or more literally: “the place of 

atonement” rested - where God would meet with Moses from between the 
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cherubim to instruct Him regarding His people. And, quite literally, the Greek 

word that means “atonement” is used by the book of Hebrews where 

translators use the term: Mercy Seat! But - if you pronounce that word “at 

- one - ment” - you will begin to see the true purpose of the Tabernacle! 

You see - our inconceivably holy and loving GOD desires to fellowship with 

us, and even be at-one with us! But - because of sin (and the contaminations 

of this world) - a system of purification and sanctification had to be 

established so we could approach His holy throne! 

And with these basics of the Tabernacle understood, lets move on to item 

number two in our list, which is the Priesthood. 

The book of the Bible that most directly describes the service of the 

Tabernacle and the duties of the priests, is known as: Leviticus. And this 

name, that means: “relating to the Levites”, comes from the ancient Greek 

Septuagint translation of the books of Moses. 

About the tribe of Levi, the LORD said: “You shall appoint the Levites 

over the tabernacle of the Testimony, over all its furnishings, and 

over all things that belong to it; they shall carry the tabernacle and 

all its furnishings; they shall attend to it and camp around the 

tabernacle.”a 

So, only consecrated men from the tribe of Levi were allowed to attend to 

the structure of the Tabernacle, and they were always the closest tribe to the 

Tabernacle on all sides. 

In fact, the LORD also said: “The Levites shall camp around the 

tabernacle of the Testimony, that there may be no wrath on the 

congregation of the children of Israel; and the Levites shall keep 

charge of the tabernacle of the Testimony.”b 

But, from within the tribe of Levi, GOD set apart Aaron and his sons as priests, 

when He said: “There I will meet with the children of Israel, and the 

tabernacle shall be sanctified by My glory. So I will consecrate the 

tabernacle of meeting and the altar. I will also consecrate both Aaron 

and his sons to minister to Me as priests. “I will dwell among the 

children of Israel and will be their God.”c 

 

 
a Numbers 1:50 
b Numbers 1:53 
c Exodus 29:43-45 
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Therefore, the Book named after the tribe of the priests, and the only 

tribe that could touch or camp around the Tabernaclea begins with GOD 

giving Moses instructions for how offerings and sacrifices were to be 

performed by the priests at the Tabernacle. And these instructions are found 

from chapter 1 to chapter 7, of Leviticus. 

But, in Chapter 8 of Leviticus, Moses called all of the congregation of Israel 

together and - before the whole assembly - Moses purified Aaron and his 

sons as priests by: washing them with water, clothing them in the garments 

GOD instructed them to make, anointing them with oil, and sprinkling them 

with the blood of the sacrifice – all to purify them, and set them apart for 

service in GOD’s Tabernacle. 

Then - after their seven days of consecration were completed - in Leviticus 

chapter 9 - Aaron and his sons performed sacrifices for themselves (and for 

the nation) in the Tabernacle. And after their sacrifices were completed 

according to all the instructions of GOD, Leviticus records something 

amazing. 

In Leviticus chapter 9, it is written:  And Aaron lifted up his hands on the 

people and blessed them; and after he had offered the sin-offering, 

and the whole burnt offerings, and the peace-offerings, he came 

down. And Moses and Aaron entered into the tabernacle of witness. 

And they came out and blessed all the people, and the glory of the 

Lord appeared to all the people. And fire came forth from the Lord, 

and devoured the offerings on the altar, both the whole burnt 

offerings and the fat; and all the people saw, and were amazed, and 

fell upon their faces.b 

So, GOD manifested His glory in His Tabernacle in Exodus when it was 

completed, and He showed them His glory again in Leviticus when the 

Priests obeyed all of His instructions. But, just after the awesome events of 

Leviticus chapter 9, Scripture records that a terrible thing happened when 

two priests ignored GOD’s instructions. 

Yes - Leviticus chapter 10 records: Then Nadab and Abihu, the sons of 

Aaron, each took his censer and put fire in it, put incense on it, and 

offered profane fire before the LORD, which He had not commanded 

them. So fire went out from the LORD and devoured them, and they 

died before the LORD. And Moses said to Aaron, “This is what the 

 
a Numbers 1:50-53 
b Leviticus 9:22-24 
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LORD spoke, saying: ‘By those who come near Me I must be regarded 

as holy; and before all the people I must be glorified.’”a 

GOD instructed very clearly what incense was to be offered in His presence. 

But Nadab and Abihu offered strange or unauthorized incense that GOD 

had not approved; and they paid for it with their lives. 

So, about the all who came near Him, GOD said: “I must be regarded as 

holy”, and about the people of Israel, GOD said: “before all of the people 

I must be glorified”. 

Then - between two very clear references to Nadab and Abihu, which 

both indicate that GOD said all that was between those references at the 

same time - GOD lists five chapters of physical things the people had to 

avoid, simply because they lived in the physical presence of His holy 

Tabernacle. And these Items are later summarized in Scripture as: foods and 

drinks, various washings and fleshly ordinances. 

And - at the end of that 5-chapter long list (given when Aaron’s two sons died 

before the LORD) - GOD said: “Thus you shall separate the children of 

Israel from their uncleanness, lest they die in their uncleanness when 

they defile My tabernacle that is among them.”b  

And a few verses later, it is written: Now the LORD spoke to Moses after 

the death of the two sons of Aaron, when they offered profane fire 

before the LORD, and died; and the LORD said to Moses: “Tell Aaron 

your brother not to come at just any time into the Holy Place inside 

the veil, before the mercy seat which is on the ark, lest he die; for I 

will appear in the cloud above the mercy seat.”c  

After GOD explained that even Aaron the high priest could no longer enter 

the Holy of Holies inside the veil at will, the Creator instituted a special annual 

holy day – called the Day of Atonement – when the high priest would 

cleanse himself, the people, and the Tabernacle from the uncleanness of the 

children of Israel; so GOD could continue to dwell among them. 

And only on this high holy day could Aaron enter the Holy of Holies to cleanse 

the Mercy Seat, or more literally: “The Place of At-one-ment”! 

And this leads us to the third, fourth, and fifth items that we must understand 

to fully comprehend the Day of Atonement. And, the third item is called in 

 
a Leviticus 10:1-3 
b Leviticus 15:31 
c Leviticus 16:1-2 
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Scripture: “The Old Covenant”a, the fourth item is called in Scripture: “the 

New Covenant”, and the fifth item is known as: “the book of Hebrews”. 

The book of Hebrews describes in detail that JESUS instituted a New 

Covenant, based on better sacrifices, a better cleansing, a better priesthood, 

a better tabernacle, and better promises. And - in chapter after chapter - 

Hebrews describes how the New Covenant is better than the Old 

Covenant. 

For example, in chapter 9 of Hebrews, Scripture describes the Tabernacle, 

and then explains: Now when these things had been thus prepared, the 

priests always went into the first part of the tabernacle, performing 

the services. But into the second part the high priest went alone once 

a year, not without blood, which he offered for himself and for the 

people’s sins committed in ignorance; the Holy Spirit indicating this, 

that the way into the Holiest of All was not yet made manifest while 

the first tabernacle was still standing.b 

The Tabernacle - and even the First and Second Temples that were based on 

the pattern of the Tabernacle - all featured a closed veil, that separated 

even the high priest from the Holy of Holies! And Scripture is clear that this 

closed veil was symbolic, because it revealed that the Old Covenant could 

not open the way into GOD’s presence. 

But Scripture also reveals that the veil of the temple tore from top to bottom 

when JESUS gave up His spirit on the cross!c And the HOLY SPIRIT recorded 

this fact to reveal to GOD’s people that the way into the Holy of Holies 

was opened in the New Covenant established by the blood of JESUS our 

Savior! 

Thus, Hebrews implores: Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter 

the Holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way which He 

consecrated for us, through the veil, that is, His flesh, and having a 

High Priest over the house of God, let us draw near… d 

But, why did GOD institute the Old Covenant, if He planned on 

eventually replacing it with the New Covenant? Why did He have them 

build an earthly Tabernacle, if we could only really approach Him through the 

pattern of the Heavenly Tabernacle? And why did He set up the Levitical 

 
a 2 Corinthians 3:14 
b Hebrews 9:6-8 
c Matthew 27:51 
d Hebrews 10:19-22a 
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priesthood, if He knew we needed a better, heavenly High Priest to open the 

way into His presence?a 

Well, Scripture teaches that the reason was: we never could have understood 

how JESUS opened up a spiritual way into GOD’s presence if we first did 

not have a physical Tabernacle to understand all He did for us!b 

We could not appreciate the all-important work of JESUS as our 

Heavenly High Priest, if we did not first see how the earthly priests tried 

year after year to cleanse the people from their sins, with endless sacrifices.c 

And we could not understand, and fully appreciate the New and Living 

Way JESUS opened for us by His own precious blood, unless we were 

first given an “Old” Levitical Way that could not make those who approached 

perfect, or allow them into the Holiest room of All!d 

Or, said another way: GOD Almighty knew that we could never 

appreciate or understand all of the glories of the New Covenant, if He 

did not first give us an Old Covenant that demonstrated just how far we truly 

were from His unfathomable holiness!e 

And this leads us to the fifth concept we must understand to properly 

appreciate the Day of Atonement in the New Covenant, and that fifth concept 

is: The Gospel! 

John once wrote: For the law was given through Moses, but grace and 

truth came through Jesus Christ.f  

Now, when John wrote this, he was not saying that there wasn’t any grace in 

the First Covenant! Instead – like the rest of the Apostles – John was 

comparing: how people were purified or cleansed in the Old Levitical 

Covenant compared to how they were purified or cleansed in the New 

Covenant. 

For example, when certain men said about the Gentiles who believed: “It is 

necessary to circumcise them, and to command them to keep the law 

of Moses.”g Peter replied: “So God, who knows the heart, 

acknowledged [the Gentiles] by giving them the Holy Spirit, just as 

He did to us, “and made no distinction between us and them, 

 
a Galatians 2:21 
b John 3:12 
c Hebrews 7:26-28 
d Hebrews 9:11-12 
e Hebrews 10:1 
f John 1:17 
g Acts 15:5 
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purifying their hearts by faith. “Now therefore, why do you test God 

by putting a yoke on the neck of the disciples which neither our 

fathers nor we were able to bear? “But we believe that through the 

grace of the Lord Jesus Christ we shall be saved in the same manner 

as they.”a 

Peter’s point was that GOD purified the hearts of the Gentiles by faith, when 

they: believed the good news (or gospel) that JESUS died, was buried, and 

rose from the dead. And - when they believed that all who repent of their 

sins and put their faith in Him will be cleansed of their transgressions - GOD 

determined that their hearts were pure enough to receive the HOLY SPIRIT!  

Meanwhile, in the Old Covenant, GOD purified the Tabernacle with Levitical 

rituals or “works of the law” involving anointing oils and the sprinkled blood 

of bulls and goats. 

And this contrast between purification by repentant faith in JESUS 

CHRIST, compared to purification by Levitical works of the Law was the 

contrast John was making, when he mentioned Moses and JESUS! 

And, the gospel (or good news) of the New Covenant is: GOD has fully 

opened the way into the Holy of Holies, and everyone who obediently 

believes in JESUS as their LORD can approach the throne of GOD 

themselves!b 

And this is why Paul wrote: Therefore we conclude that a man is justified 

by faith apart from the deeds of the law. Or is He the God of the Jews 

only? Is He not also the God of the Gentiles? Yes, of the Gentiles also, 

since there is one God who will justify the circumcised by faith and 

the uncircumcised through faith.c  

But Paul also warned all those who turned back to the Old Covenant and the 

Levitical rituals for purification: I testify again to every man who 

becomes circumcised that he is a debtor to keep the whole law. You 

have become estranged from Christ, you who attempt to be justified 

by law; you have fallen from grace.d  

So, the Apostles all plainly taught that purification or justification 

through faith in JESUS was the New and Living Way! And if someone 

sought to return to the works of the Levitical law that were only concerned 

 
a Acts 15:8-11 
b Romans 5:1-2 
c Romans 3:28-30 
d Galatians 5:3-4 
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with purification of the flesh, they fell from grace. 

Consequently, Hebrews explains: For if the blood of bulls and goats and 

the ashes of a heifer, sprinkling the unclean, sanctifies for the 

purifying of the flesh, how much more shall the blood of Christ, who 

through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God, purify 

your consciousness (or soul) from dead works to serve the living 

God?a  

And the good news that the Apostles preached, declared: by the grace of 

GOD, the Way into the Kingdom of Heaven was opened by JESUS 

CHRIST. And no man can come to the Father through any other way!b 

Therefore, when we read about the Levitical sacrifices and rituals 

associated with the Day of Atonement in the Old Covenant, we must 

understand that the blood of the bulls and goats sacrificed on that day could 

not truly cleanse the Tabernacle or the people! And that is why the veil to the 

Holy of Holies was shut until JESUS came.c 

Yet - even through the Levitical rituals of the Old Covenant - we can see that 

GOD wanted to be “at one” with His people. He desired to “tabernacle” 

among them, and be near them. But their uncleanness was incompatible with 

His unimaginable holiness!d 

And – like a tutor – GOD gave them temporary physical rules to 

demonstrate the way into His presence was shut, just as the veil 

communicated. However, GOD had a plan to open that veil, to truly cleanse 

them, and to welcome them into His presence; and that plan involved the 

death of His precious Son.e 

So, GOD’s Son came, as a priest in the order of Melchizedek. And He tore the 

veil, by laying down His life for us, like no other priest ever could. In fact - 

like no other priest - JESUS entered the Heavenly Holy of Holies, to sit 

down at the right hand of His Father, on high! And only His blood can 

cleanse us from our sins, and prepare us to enter behind the veil!f 

Truly, only the blood of JESUS can prepare us to be “at one” with GOD for 

eternity! And only the blood of JESUS can cleanse us to the level that GOD 

 
a Hebrews 9:13-14 
b Romans 4:1-5 
c Hebrews 10:4 
d Leviticus 16:16 
e Galatians 3:23-25 
f Hebrews 7:12 
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requires!a 

But - GOD has perpetually ordained the annual holy day called the Day of 

Atonement! And when He first mentioned it He said: “So Aaron shall make 

atonement for the Holy Place, because of the uncleanness of the 

children of Israel, and because of their transgressions, for all their 

sins; and so he shall do for the tabernacle of meeting which remains 

among them in the midst of their uncleanness.b 

And Hebrews builds off of this passage by saying: But into the second part 

the high priest went alone once a year, not without blood, which he 

offered for himself and for the people’s sins committed in ignorance.c 

Therefore, the Day of Atonement is all about cleansing GOD’s people from 

the sins they didn’t realize they were committing! And it looked forward 

to a day when the people could actually be “at one” with GOD in all of His 

holiness! 

But along with the rituals and sacrifices of the Day of Atonement, GOD also 

commanded: “This shall be a statute forever for you: In the seventh 

month, on the tenth day of the month, you shall afflict your souls, 

and do no work at all, whether a native of your own country or a 

stranger who dwells among you. “For on that day the priest shall 

make atonement for you, to cleanse you, that you may be clean from 

all your sins before the LORD. “It is a sabbath of solemn rest for you, 

and you shall afflict your souls. It is a statute forever.”d 

Now, when we remember that this chapter began by mentioning the death 

of Nadab and Abihu, we see that the Day of Atonement is all about 

remembering the holiness of GOD. After all, when they died, GOD said: “By 

those who come near Me I must be regarded as holy”.e 

So, the Day of Atonement requires us to focus on GOD’s holiness, while 

we afflict our souls. And Scripture reveals that the phrase “afflict the soul” 

is a reference to fasting. In fact, Luke referred to the Day of Atonement in 

Acts, as “the Fast”.f 

And the reason we fast on the Day of Atonement and remember the holiness 

of our GOD is because, the HOLY SPIRIT of GOD now dwells within us! And 

 
a Colossians 1:13-14 
b Leviticus 16:16 
c Hebrews 9:7 
d Leviticus 16:29-31 
e Leviticus 10:3a 
f Acts 27:9 
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our bodies serve as temples to His unimaginable holiness.a 

Therefore, we need to humble ourselves, while we fast and pray, to see if 

there is anything in us that is spiritually defiling the temple of the 

HOLY SPIRIT. And each time we think of food, and hunger, we can call out 

on GOD to ask Him to show us any unrecognized sin in our lives that we 

need to repent of; so JESUS can cleanse us from it completely!b 

But the goal of this soul searching is not to feel condemned! Instead it is to 

seek GOD’s wisdom and correction, along with His presence, so we can be 

spiritually one with Him in every way! And this is the context of the Day 

of Atonement in the New Covenant.c 

But, like Trumpets and Tabernacles, the Day of Atonement is also prophetic! 

And when JESUS returns in the near future, something important will occur 

on this day. 

You see, JESUS is coming back to Tabernacle with His people! And - when 

JESUS returns - the earth will be His Tabernacle!d But, just as Nadab 

and Abihu were destroyed for not recognizing the holiness of GOD; and, just 

as any defiled person approaching GOD’s Tabernacle would die; many will be 

destroyed when JESUS returns! 

Thus, JESUS warned: “Therefore as the tares are gathered and burned 

in the fire, so it will be at the end of this age. The Son of Man will 

send out His angels, and they will gather out of His kingdom all things 

that offend, and those who practice lawlessness, and will cast them 

into the furnace of fire. There will be wailing and gnashing of teeth. 

Then the righteous will shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their 

Father. He who has ears to hear, let him hear!”e  

Therefore, on the day of Atonement we should be evaluating our lives to see: 

are we the righteous or the lawless? Are we ready to stand before the Son of 

Man? 

And with all of this Biblical context in mind, we will close by reading GOD’s 

instructions for this awe inspiring, holy day. 

GOD explained in Leviticus chapter 23: “Also the tenth day of this seventh 

month shall be the Day of Atonement. It shall be a holy convocation 

 
a 1 Corinthians 3:16-17 
b Psalms 19:12-14 
c Hebrews 10:19-22 
d Isaiah 13:11-12 
e Matthew 13:40-43 



Page 81 of 270 

 

for you; you shall afflict your souls, and offer an offering made by fire 

to the LORD. “And you shall do no work on that same day, for it is the 

Day of Atonement, to make atonement for you before the LORD your 

God.”a  

“For any person who is not afflicted in soul on that same day shall be 

cut off from his people. “And any person who does any work on that 

same day, that person I will destroy from among his people. “You 

shall do no manner of work; it shall be a statute forever throughout 

your generations in all your dwellings. “It shall be to you a sabbath 

of solemn rest, and you shall afflict your souls; on the ninth day of 

the month at evening, from evening to evening, you shall celebrate 

your sabbath.”b  

And I pray that we all now have a thorough understanding of this annual holy 

Day of Atonement, an understanding that incorporates all that Scripture is 

teaching: from the very first Hebrew word of Genesis to the very last Greek 

word of Revelation.  

 
a Leviticus 23:27-28 
b Leviticus 23:29-32 
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Chapter 6: 

The Feast of Tabernacles 

What if Adam and Eve were placed into a world where there was nothing 

forbidden, no free decisions ever happened, and there was no potential for 

rebellion against GOD? What would be missing from this hypothetical 

paradise? 

Well, to answer that question, please allow me ask you another basic 

question. How can you prove to your spouse that you love them?  

You might choose to spend some special “one on one time” with them, you 

might choose to give them an unexpected gift like flowers, you might 

choose to tell them often what you appreciate about them, you might 

choose to do some things around the house to show them that you 

care... or you might choose to hug them, or kiss them, or hold their 

hand, or put your arm around them. 

But now, please consider: what if you did all of these things with more than 

one person, to the same level? If these choices express how we feel about 

our spouse, what would our spouse think if we choose to spend more special 

“one on one time” with someone else? 

Or how would you feel if your spouse gave other people more unexpected 

gifts than they gave you, or complimented others more than they 

complimented you? Would you doubt their love, if they served your 

neighbors needs more than they served your family’s needs? And how would 

you feel if your spouse kissed, hugged, held hands with, or put their arms 

around others - in the same way they did those things to you? 

Obviously, every method we have of expressing love requires us to prioritize 

the people in our lives! And our marriages and relationships will inevitably 

begin to fall apart when we get our priority list out of order, by putting the 

wrong people or things at the top of the list! So, that’s why the greatest 

commandment in Scripture is all about our ultimate priority! 

JESUS said: “The first of all the commandments is: ‘Hear, O Israel, the 

LORD our God, the LORD is one. ‘And you shall love the LORD your 

God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and 

with all your strength.’”a 

GOD must come first, about all else! Then comes our spouse, our 

children, our parents, our families, our neighbors, and ourselves. And - if our 

 
a Mark 12:29-30 
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jobs, hobbies, or possessions begin to interfere with how we Biblically love 

and prioritize the people in our lives - that means that we are deviating from 

GOD’s plan, and we are stumbling into sin. 

And we must remember: husbands and wives express their love to one 

another with their tongues, time, talents, treasure, and touch - parents 

and children express their love for one another with their tongues, time, 

talents, treasure, and touch - and we also express our love for God with 

our tongues, time, talents, treasure, and touch! Therefore, since we can 

only really express love in those ways, GOD must get the firstfruits of all 

of these things - then our spouse - then our spiritual and earthly families, 

and then our neighbors! 

So, the answer to the question: “How can you prove to your spouse that 

you truly love them as the Bible commands?” is - prioritize them 

above everyone and everything else on your list, except for GOD! And 

that prioritization requires choice -meaning - the proper exercise of your GOD 

given free will. 

And with this understood, we can say: if GOD made a Paradise without 

any decisions for mankind to make, it could not have been a perfect 

world – since, we cannot have love without choices - and a world 

without love, is definitely not Paradise! 

Choice was and is necessary for us to have the opportunity to love GOD 

with all our heart, all of our mind, all of our soul, and all of our strength - just 

as choice was necessary for Adam and Eve to love GOD too! 

And, with all we have learned so far, it seems that the really important 

question is: “since GOD knew ahead of time that Adam and Eve would 

fail in their mission to keep Him first, and trust His Word above the 

lies of the serpent - why did He let the situation unfold as it did?” Why 

did GOD not just judge Adam and Eve right after they were created - for the 

sin they were sure to commit? 

Well, then they could have accused GOD of being unjust, because He 

foreknew something that they had never actually experienced! But, 

because GOD provided them with every tool necessary to defeat the serpent 

– and, because He allowed them the time and opportunity to love and obey 

Him - when history recorded their failure to seize that opportunity – GOD 

remained blameless when He judged them!  

So you see, the situation in the garden was a test! And even though God 
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foreknew how Adam and Eve would do on that test, THEY both needed to 

experience their failure for themselves to know that GOD was perfectly 

just and blameless, even when He cast them out of the Garden for disobeying 

His Word! 

But long after Adam and Eve failed that test - a descendant of Adam and Eve 

named: “David” later wrote: You have tested my heart; You have visited 

me in the night; You have tried me and have found nothing; I have 

purposed that my mouth shall not transgress. Concerning the works 

of men; by the word of Your lips, I have kept away from the paths of 

the destroyer.a  

Obviously, David was tested - but we really don’t want to miss the fact that 

it was by: “the words of God’s lips, that David kept away from the 

paths of the destroyer”!  

Friends, Eve could have had that same testimony, but she abandoned the 

Word of GOD, and believed a lie instead!  And that lie led Eve into one of the 

many deadly and deceitful paths of the destroyer. 

But David also proves that when the Creator made Adam and Eve, He 

foreknew that there would be sons like Cain, and other sons like Abel! So, 

GOD patiently endures the evil children who rebel against His ways, 

because: “He seeks godly offspring”b, who will hold fast to His Word! 

And this is why Paul writes: “What if God, wanting to show His wrath 

and to make His power known, endured with much longsuffering the 

vessels of wrath prepared for destruction, and that He might make 

known the riches of His glory on the vessels of mercy, which He had 

prepared beforehand for glory, even us whom He called, not of the 

Jews only, but also of the Gentiles?”c  

And - this is also why Jesus said: “He who sows the good seed is the 

Son of Man. “The field is the world, the good seeds are the sons of 

the kingdom, but the tares are the sons of the wicked one. “The 

enemy who sowed them is the devil, the harvest is the end of the age, 

and the reapers are the angels. “Therefore as the tares are gathered 

and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of this age. “The Son of 

Man will send out His angels, and they will gather out of His kingdom 

all things that offend, and those who practice lawlessness, “and will 

 
a Psalms 17:3-4 
b Malachi 2:15 
c Romans 9:22-24 
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cast them into the furnace of fire. There will be wailing and gnashing 

of teeth. “Then the righteous will shine forth as the sun in the 

kingdom of their Father. He who has ears to hear, let him hear!”a  

The time we have on this earth between the day of our birth to the time of 

our death is simply: the period of testing, when we human beings grow 

up, and demonstrate what GOD already knew; namely: if we are like the 

wheat, or like the tares! And, the fruit we bear in our lives - weather good 

or bad - determines if we are cast into the furnace of fire like a weed, or if 

we will shine forth like the sun in the kingdom of our Heavenly Father.  

And our Brother Paul confirms this analysis, as he writes: “... God... will 

render to each one according to his deeds”: eternal life to those who 

by patient continuance in doing good seek for glory, honor, and 

immortality; but to those who are self-seeking and do not obey the 

truth, but obey unrighteousness–indignation and wrath, tribulation 

and anguish, on every soul of man who does evil, of the Jew first and 

also of the Greek; but glory, honor, and peace to everyone who works 

what is good, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. For there is no 

partiality with God.”b  

Truly, from Genesis chapter 2 to Revelation chapter 20 - which is all of 

the Bible except 3 chapters - GOD is testing each and every descendant of 

Adam: to see if they are fit for His Kingdom!c  

He is testing each person: to see if they will choose to turn away from His 

Word and share the fate of the serpent who deceived Eve, or follow His 

Son in obedience to the Bible and spend eternity in paradise with Him! 

So, the choices we make in this life either lead to eternal suffering away from 

GOD’s presence and all of His good graces, or eternal reward, basking in the 

light of GOD’s glory and kindness! 

And - even though GOD already knows all of the choices we will freely 

make – and, even though He already knows if we will pass or fail the test of 

life - He allows us to freely live it; so that we will have no one else to 

blame for our failures but ourselves!  

“Therefore we make it our aim, whether present or absent, to be well 

pleasing to Him. For we must all appear before the judgment seat of 

Christ, that each one may receive the things done in the body, 

 
a Matthew 13:37-43 
b Romans 2:5-11 
c Luke 9:62 
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according to what he has done, whether good or bad.”a  

So, if we think that this current life is all about: having our “best life now” - 

we will fail the test! And this is why Jesus warned: “He who loves his life 

will lose it, and he who hates his life in this world will keep it for 

eternal life.”b  

Also, if we think that this current life is all about us: “finding our happiness”, 

then we will fail the test! And that is why Jesus said: “Blessed are you who 

hunger now, for you shall be filled. Blessed are you who weep now, 

for you shall laugh.”c  

Likewise, Solomon concluded that the purpose of man’s life was not eating 

and drinking, or seeking after temporal happiness. On the contrary, in the 

book of Ecclesiastes he summarized: Let us hear the conclusion of the 

whole matter: Fear God and keep His commandments, for this is 

man’s all. For God will bring every work into judgment, including 

every secret thing, whether good or evil.d  

Yes, only when we look past the passing pleasures of sin in this current 

life, and cast our gaze forward to the future, in faith - to our life with 

JESUS in the Kingdom of GOD - can we really say with Paul: “For to me, to 

live is Christ, and to die is gain.”e  

Therefore, those of us who truly follow JESUS CHRIST - and believe the 

entire Bible is profitable for doctrine, reproof, correction, and instruction in 

righteousness - see this current life as our brief, trying, journey through 

the wilderness, on the Way to our eternal Promised Land!  

And we are not alone in seeing this current life in this way, because – after 

speaking about Abraham and his descendants – Hebrews 11 explains about 

them all: These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but 

having seen them afar off were assured of them, embraced them and 

confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. For 

those who say such things declare plainly that they seek a homeland. 

And truly if they had called to mind that country from which they had 

come out, they would have had opportunity to return. But now they 

desire a better, that is, a heavenly country. Therefore, God is not 

 
a 2 Corinthians 5:9-10 
b John 12:25 
c Luke 6:21 
d Ecclesiastes 12:13-14 
e Philippians 1:21 
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ashamed to be called their God, for He has prepared a city for them.a  

Yes, Abraham and his true descendantsb see themselves as strangers 

and pilgrims on the earth, on a journey to a heavenly promised 

country! And because they have this attitude, GOD is not ashamed to be 

called their “GOD”! In fact, GOD has prepared the New Jerusalem for all 

those who think in that way! 

So, Paul taught: Our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also 

eagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ!c And Peter reminded: 

According to His promise, we await new heavens and a new earth in 

which righteousness dwells!d  

In fact, the Greek word we translate as: “church” is: “ek-klay-see'-ah”, 

and it means: “a ‘called out’ group of people”! Thus, from the first time 

the word “ek-klay-see'-ah” appears in Deuteronomy to the last time it 

appears in Revelation 22 - in nearly all of the 1 hundred and 86 places it is 

used in the Bible - it is referring to the people GOD called out of the world 

by covenant, to inherit His promises! 

And because of this fundamental truth, JESUS warned His Church: “If you 

were of the world, the world would love its own. Yet because you are 

not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world 

hates you.”e  

Also, JESUS prayed to the Father: “I have manifested Your name to the 

men whom You have given Me out of the world. They were Yours, You 

gave them to Me, and they have kept Your word.”f  

And because JESUS calls all of His followers out of the world - both Isaiah 

and Paul record GOD saying: “Come out from among them and be 

separate, says the Lord. Do not touch what is unclean, and I will 

receive you.” “I will be a Father to you, and you shall be My sons and 

daughters”.g 

Plus, based on these same principles, James warns: Adulterers and 

adulteresses! Do you not know that friendship with the world is 

enmity with God? Whoever therefore wants to be a friend of the 

 
a Hebrews 11:13-16 
b Romans 4:16 
c Philippians 3:20 
d 2 Peter 3:13 
e John 15:19 
f John 17:6 
g 2 Corinthians 6:17-18 
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world makes himself an enemy of God.a 

So, GOD’s true Church has been called out of the world by GOD Himself! We 

have been set apart from the world by the blood of JESUS and the Word of 

GOD! And we must not think or act like the fallen world around us that 

lives in continuous prideful rebellion against the Creator! 

But wouldn’t it be nice if we had an annual celebration that reminded us that 

this world is not our home? Something that taught us the foundational 

Christian principle that states: this life is like the journey of the Israelites in 

the wilderness that tested and eliminated some, but refined and 

prepared others, as they made their way to the promised land! 

Well, GOD has obviously given us just such and annual celebration! 

And we have been experiencing GOD’s version of an annual reminder that 

teaches: “this world is not our home” and “life is like the wilderness 

journey to the promised land” - all this week - as we observe the Feast of 

Tabernacles! 

Therefore, when GOD introduced this wonderful Feast, He said: “On the 

fifteenth day of this seventh month, when you have completely 

gathered in the fruits of the earth, you shall keep a feast to the Lord 

for seven days. On the first day there shall be a rest, and on the 

eighth day a rest. And on the first day you shall take the good fruit of 

beautiful trees, and branches of palm trees, and thick boughs of 

trees, and tender willow branches from the brook, to rejoice before 

the Lord your God seven days in the year. It is a perpetual statute for 

your generations: in the seventh month you shall keep it. Seven days 

you shall dwell in tabernacles: every native in Israel shall dwell in 

tents, that your posterity may see, that I made the children of Israel 

to dwell in tents, when I brought them out of the land of Egypt: I am 

the Lord your God.”b 

Now, after reading this passage we should mention: The Holy Bible never 

commands anyone to keep the days people now call “Christmas” and 

“Easter”. Also, the Bible never commands anyone to keep Sunday as holy. 

But the Bible DOES record the fact that GOD Himself commanded a weekly 

Sabbath on the seventh day, and seven Divinely engineered holy festivals, 

that remind us of the most important truths of the covenant we have with 

the Almighty! 

 
a James 4:4 
b Leviticus 23:39-43 LXX 
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And one of the fundamental principles the Feast of Tabernacles reminds us 

of every year, is: that GOD has commanded us to come out from and be 

separate from the world, just as He once called the Israelites out from 

Egypt, and separated them from their lingering Egyptian thinking! And GOD 

brings this to mind in us, by commanding His people to live in tents for a 

week, while remembering how Israel lived in tents in the first covenant!  

And, we should also note: even though we have been learning how the foods, 

drinks, various washings, and fleshly ordinances of the Old Covenant 

were only imposed until the time of reformationa, GOD’s Sabbath and 

His Feast Days were obviously not just part of that Old Levitical Covenant! 

In fact, this is why Zechariah records about a time after JESUS has returned 

to earth: And it shall come to pass that everyone who is left of all the 

nations which came against Jerusalem shall go up from year to year 

to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, and to keep the Feast of 

Tabernacles. And it shall be that whichever of the families of the 

earth do not come up to Jerusalem to worship the King, the LORD of 

hosts, on them there will be no rain.b 

Yes, in the very near future, every nation will keep the Feast of 

Tabernacles or they will suffer the consequences!c Therefore, we cannot 

think that this Feast - or any of the other holy days of GOD given to us in the 

Bible – are: “only for the old covenant”, or “only for the Jews”! 

And with this understood, we see that GOD instructs His people to live in 

tents or tabernacles for seven days each year to remember that the 

Israelites once lived in tents when they left Egypt and traveled to their 

inheritance within a land flowing with milk and honey, and gather the 

branches of trees to rejoice before Him!  

And, analyzing both of those commands, we see: the first command to live 

in tents or temporary shelters for seven days should remind us that these 

bodies we live in now are just temporary tents, and they are just a 

shadow of the amazing heavenly bodies we are waiting for! 

And because we are to consider these earthly bodies to be like the tents we 

are camping in this week, Peter referred to his own body as a tent, when he 

wrote: Yes, I think it is right, as long as I am in this tent, to stir you 

up by reminding you, knowing that shortly I must put off my tent, 

 
a Hebrews 9:10 
b Zechariah 14:16-17 
c Zechariah 14:18-19 
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just as our Lord Jesus Christ showed me.a 

So, knowing that Peter thought of his mortal body as a temporary tent he 

would soon put off, what Biblical truths lie behind that statement? First, we 

see that we are all souls with a body, not bodies with a soul. 

And this is why JESUS said: “Do not fear those who kill the body but 

cannot kill the soul. But rather fear Him who is able to destroy both 

soul and body in hell.”b 

Later today, if a bear were to come walking out of the woods towards your 

literal fabric tent, would you risk your life to fight the bear - just to protect 

a cheap Walmart tent made of fiberglass and fabric? 

Well, just as your physical life is not nearly as important to you as 

that temporary cloth house, your soul should be at least that much more 

of a priority to you - when compared to your physical body! 

Also, since you know you are only going to live for seven short days 

in your physical tent, do you spend months focusing on it, decorating it, 

making it stronger, or cleaning it? 

Well, we only live in these temporary tents we call physical bodies for what 

the Bible calls “a vapor” of time. But our soul will live on for eternity in either 

heaven or hell! So, which do you think we should pay more attention to, our 

body or our soul - when we compare our soul to a brick and mortar home, 

and our body to a tent we use only one week each year? 

While it is true that we are to be good stewards of the earthen vessels GOD 

has given us, obsessing over our physical bodies is not what Paul was 

speaking of when he wrote that our bodies were the Temple of the HOLY 

SPIRIT. No, all who read the Bible in context understand that Paul’s words 

were about avoiding all forms of sexual immorality. 

And the fact that our earthly bodies can be compared to a tent we use once 

a year also means that we are to be humble and modest about our earthly 

physical bodies. 

Actually, that is why Paul wrote: I desire then that in every place the 

men should pray, lifting holy hands without anger or quarreling; 

likewise also that women should adorn themselves in respectable 

apparel, with modesty and self-control, not with braided hair and 

gold or pearls or costly attire, but with what is proper for women who 

 
a 2 Peter 1:12-14 
b Matthew 10:28 
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profess godliness—with good works.a 

Someone taking hours to braid their hair, spending excessive amounts of 

money (that took many hours to earn) on fancy jewelry or clothing, or even 

spending excessive amounts of time in bodily exercise, demonstrates that a 

person is not being mindful of: how much more valuable their soul is to them, 

than their tent-like body! 

Like our tents that we only use for a tiny fraction of the year, when it comes 

to our bodies we must remember: You are just a vapor that appears for 

a little while and then vanishes away.b And: The LORD does not see 

as man sees; for man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD 

looks at the heart.”c 

And with these Biblical facts established about our metaphorical earthly tents, 

we must also remember at Tabernacles, that Paul wrote: For we know that 

if our earthly house, this tent, is destroyed, we have a building from 

God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. For in this 

we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed with our habitation which 

is from heaven.d 

During Tabernacles, when we miss our showers at home, our comfortable 

beds, and other amenities like heat and air-conditioning – we can 

metaphorically compare our time in a tent for seven days, to the heavenly 

tent GOD has prepared for us. And as we groan in our tabernacle tents, 

thinking of home - we can also groan in our fleshly tents, as we think of the 

eternal bodies that are waiting for us. 

And then, with Paul, we can say: Therefore we do not lose heart. Even 

though our outward man is perishing, yet the inward man is being 

renewed day by day. For our light affliction, which is but for a 

moment, is working for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight 

of glory, while we do not look at the things which are seen, but at the 

things which are not seen. For the things which are seen are 

temporary, but the things which are not seen are eternal.e 

It is a scientifically provable fact that our tent-like bodies are “perishing” or 

more literally: “decaying unto death” ever since Adam and Eve ate of the 

forbidden fruit. And this decay (or entropy) causes us to experience: pain as 

 
a 1 Timothy 2:8-10 
b James 4:14 
c 1 Samuel 16:7b 
d 2 Corinthians 5:1-2 
e 2 Corinthians 4:16-18 
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our fallen bodies face injury, sorrow as the fallen bodies of our loved ones 

stop functioning, and death when our own tents wear out completely. 

But GOD has a plan to destroy death, and eradicate decay, pain, suffering, 

and the curse of sin! So Paul explains: The trumpet will sound, and the 

dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For this 

corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on 

immortality. So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and 

this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the 

saying that is written: “Death is swallowed up in victory.”a 

And this brings us to why we are to rejoice before the LORD with the 

branches of trees (such as the palm tree) during this feast! Do you remember 

how we lifted up the branches of trees when we welcomed JESUS as our 

Savior at Passover?b Well, when we did that, we cried “Hosanna”, which 

originally meant: “Save us!”. But over time that word became an 

exclamation of rejoicing that meant: “He saves!”. 

And this is important because: Scripture describes the scene in heaven with 

the words: After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude 

which no one could number, of all nations, tribes, peoples, and 

tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed 

with white robes, with palm branches in their hands, and crying out 

with a loud voice, saying, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on 

the throne, and to the Lamb!”c 

So today - as we sing Hosanna once again to our LORD - we lift up our 

branches and rejoice with the multitude of the redeemed in heaven! 

Because GOD has a plan to save those who truly love Him and His glorious 

Son! And He will save them from death, from suffering, and from pain! And 

this is what the Scriptures say, when we study them thoroughly: from the 

very first Hebrew word of Genesis to the very last Greek word of Revelation!  

 
a 1 Corinthians 15:52-54 
b John 12:12-13 
c Revelation 7:9-10 
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Chapter 7: 

The MESSIAH’s Resurrection Day 

 

Millions of Christians around the world label the day JESUS victoriously rose 

from the dead: “Easter”! But what name would the MESSIAH and His Apostles 

and Disciples apply to that amazing day? Well, to begin to answer that 

important (and revealing) question, let’s first learn why we should never call 

that day “Easter”! 

Vines Expository Dictionary writes about the name that has long been applied 

to the MESSIAH’s Resurrection Day: “The term "Easter" is not of 

Christian origin. It is another form of Astarte, one of the titles of the 

Chaldean goddess, the queen of heaven. The festival of Pasch held by 

Christians in post-apostolic times was a continuation of the Jewish 

feast, but was not instituted by Christ, nor was it connected with 

Lent. From this Pasch the pagan festival of "Easter" was quite distinct 

and was introduced into the apostate Western religion, as part of the 

attempt to adapt pagan festivals to Christianity.”a 

The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia explains about Easter: “The 

English word comes from the Anglo-Saxon Eastre or Estera, a 

Teutonic goddess to whom sacrifice was offered in April, so the name 

was transferred to the paschal feast.”b 

Easton’s Bible Dictionary explains about Easter: “[It was] originally a 

Saxon word (Eostre), denoting a goddess of the Saxons, in honour of 

whom sacrifices were offered about the time of the Passover. Hence 

the name came to be given to the festival of the Resurrection of 

CHRIST…”c 

And, The New Unger’s Bible Dictionary explains: “The word Easter is of 

Saxon origin, Eastra, the goddess of spring, in whose honor sacrifices 

were offered about Passover time each year. By the eighth century 

Anglo-Saxons had adopted the name to designate the celebration of 

Christ’s resurrection.”d 

But, most importantly, GOD Himself commanded: “In all that I have said 

to you, be circumspect and make no mention of the name of other 

 
a https://www.studylight.org/dictionaries/ved/e/easter.html 
b https://www.biblestudytools.com/encyclopedias/isbe/easter.html 
c https://www.biblestudytools.com/dictionaries/eastons-bible-dictionary/easter.html 
d https://www.academia.edu/23737643/The_New_Ungers_bible_dictionary 
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gods, nor let it be heard from your mouth.”a Therefore, because it is very 

well documented that the term “Easter” refers to a pagan false deity, that 

word should have no place in the church of JESUS CHRIST! 

Truly, in no uncertain terms, the Holy Bible instructs GOD’s people: “You 

shall destroy their altars, break their sacred pillars, and burn their 

wooden images with fire; you shall cut down the carved images of 

their gods and destroy their names from that place. You shall not 

worship the LORD your God with such things.”b  

And the Scriptures declare: “You shall not make mention of the name of 

their gods, nor cause anyone to swear by them; you shall not serve 

them nor bow down to them, but you shall hold fast to the LORD your 

GOD.”c  

Yet, millions of Christians not only name the holy day of the LORD’s 

resurrection after a pagan idol, they also practice ancient pagan fertility 

rituals when they hunt for eggs, and associate the day with rabbits!  

And about these practices, The New Standard Encyclopedia records: “Many 

of the customs associated with Easter originated in pagan 

celebrations of spring. The exchanging of decorated eggs, which 

symbolize new life or fertility, is one of the oldest traditions. Rabbits 

and flowers are also pagan fertility symbols.”d 

So, how can Christians “flee from idolatry”e and “keep away from idols”f 

if we name the glorious day our LORD resurrected after a filthy pagan 

goddess or practice ancient pagan fertility rituals?  

Obviously, “Easter” is certainly not a Biblical word! Therefore, today we will 

be exploring the Scriptures to learn what the Word of GOD calls the day that 

JESUS rose from the grave! 

At first glance, when we look at the passages that describe the resurrection, 

it would appear in nearly all popular English Bible translations that JESUS 

rose from the grave on “the first day of the week”. And, in modern English 

terms, that day would be known as: “Sunday”. So, this is why many well-

 
a Exodus 23:13 
b Deuteronomy 12:3-4 
c Joshua 23:7b-8a 
d https://archive.org/details/new04standardencycstan/page/26 (New Standard Encyclopedia Volume IV,  
    Chicago: Standard Education Corporation, 1996 – Page 26) 
e Therefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry. 1 Corinthians 10:14   
f Little children, keep yourselves from idols. Amen. 1 John 5:21 
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meaning Christians use the phrase: “Resurrection Sunday” to replace the 

pagan name “Easter” that was associated with the resurrection hundreds of 

years after the resurrection. 

For example, according to the New King James Version, Matthew recorded: 

Now after the Sabbath, as the first day of the week began to dawn, 

Mary Magdalene and the other Mary came to see the tomb. And 

behold, there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord 

descended from heaven, and came and rolled back the stone from the 

door, and sat on it. His countenance was like lightning, and his 

clothing as white as snow. And the guards shook for fear of him, and 

became like dead men. But the angel answered and said to the 

women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was 

crucified. “He is not here; for He is risen, as He said. Come, see the 

place where the Lord lay.”a  

So, in this modern translation, the women learned that Jesus had risen from 

the dead “after the Sabbath, as the first day of the week began to 

dawn”. And since the first day of the week is now known as “Sunday”, many 

who know the pagan origins of the name “Easter” call the day Jesus rose from 

the dead “Resurrection Sunday”. 

This makes perfect sense, and it is a noble attempt to correct a serious 

problem, but the Bible does not ever use the word “Sunday” because that 

was also a pagan name for a day of the week that directly involved the 

worship of the sun, just as the name indicates! 

About Sunday, the Encyclopedia Britannica states: “The Roman emperor 

Constantine I, a convert to Christianity, introduced the first civil 

legislation concerning Sunday in 321, when he decreed that all work 

should cease on that day, except that farmers could work if 

necessary.”b 

And the Edict from Constantine that this encyclopedia is referring to says: 

“On the venerable day of the Sun let the magistrates and people 

residing in cities rest, and let all workshops be closed. In the country 

however persons engaged in agriculture may freely and lawfully 

continue their pursuits because it often happens that another day is 

not suitable for grain-sowing or vine planting; lest by neglecting the 

 
a Matthew 28:1-6 
b https://www.britannica.com/topic/Sunday-day-of-week 
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proper moment for such operations the bounty of heaven should be 

lost.”a  

Brothers and Sisters, the Bible never named any day of the week after the 

sun! Plus, the sun does not do anything special on the first day of the week 

to cause us to name one particular day after the sun! The truth is, there is 

no scientifically observable reason that we call ‘Sunday’ by that name! No, it 

is because of ancient pagan religion that we have the names we use today, 

for the days of the week! 

Sunday was named after a Roman sun god. Monday was named after a 

Roman moon goddess. Tuesday is named after Tiw, a Germanic god of war 

that resembled the Roman war god Mars. Wednesday was eventually named 

after Woden (who was also known as Odin) a chief Norse god. But originally 

the fourth day of the week was named after Mercury, the Roman god of 

commerce. Thursday is named after Thor, the Norse God of thunder who 

closely resembled the Roman god of thunder named Jupiter. Friday is named 

after Fria, the wife of Odin and the Norse goddess of fertility who closely 

resembled the Roman god of fertility named Venus. And Saturday is named 

after Saturn, the chief Roman god of feasting who was eventually dethroned 

by Zeus. Sadly, there is no way to convey this information without saying the 

names of these demonic false gods! But now you know where the modern 

names for the 7 days of the week come from! And clearly, not one of those 

names was ever approved by the Bible - including Sun-day!b 

So, if “Resurrection Sunday” is not the name of the day JESUS rose from the 

dead, should we just call it: “the first day of the week”? And if we were to do 

that, how would we distinguish the annual anniversary of the resurrection of 

the LORD from any other “first day of the week”? Well, to answer that 

question Biblically, let’s take a closer look at the resurrection by viewing the 

actual Greek words that Matthew and the other Gospel writers used to 

describe the day that JESUS rose from the grave! 

In the New King James Translation, Matthew supposedly said: Now after 

the Sabbath, as the first day of the week began to dawn, Mary 

Magdalene and the other Mary came to see the tomb.c But in Smith’s 

Literal Translation, Matthew recorded: And after the Sabbaths, in the 

 
a Codex Justinianus 3.12.2 (http://www.thelatinlibrary.com/justinian/codex3.shtml) 
b https://www.almanac.com/origin-day-names  
c Matthew 28:1 NKJV 
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shining forth to one of the Sabbaths, Mary Magdalene and the other 

Mary came to behold the tomb.a  

So, Smith’s Literal English Translation uses the plural form of the word 

Sabbath and includes two separate references to the Sabbath. But, in the 

New King James Translation, the word Sabbath is used in a singular way, and 

it only appears once. Therefore, because of this massive disagreement 

between these two translations, we now have to look at the Greek for 

ourselves - to see which translation is correct! 

Well, here is the Greek that we received from Matthew, and you can see the 

word that I have highlighted in red appears twice. And friends, that 

highlighted word is the plural Greek word for “Sabbath”, that is pronounced 

“Sabbaton”. So, the word Sabbath appears twice in Matthew 28:1, but the 

New King James translation only mentioned that word once! 

Thus, the first thing you need to ask yourself is this: If the plural form of the 

word for Sabbath appears in this verse two separate times; why do all of the 

popular modern translations only use the word “Sabbath” once? Also, why 

don’t those popular modern translations use the plural form of the word 

“Sabbath” (with an “s”)? After all, the plural form of the word for Sabbath is 

used in the Greek!  Something is very wrong in the New King James Version 

for example; because they translate one instance of the plural word 

“Sabbaton” as a singular Sabbath.  And the second time the exact same plural 

Greek word for the Sabbath is used, they translated that word into English 

as: “week”.  

But the Greek word for “week” is: “ebdomádon”! And this Greek word never 

appears in the Final 27 Books of the Bible! Therefore, while the Greek word 

“ebdomádon” was used eighteen times in the Greek Septuagint version of 

the Law and the Prophets that the Apostles and Disciples of our LORD quoted 

most frequently, they never used that word! Assuredly, all of the men who 

recorded the Apostolic Scriptures would have certainly known the Greek word 

for “week”, but we must remember that none of them ever employed that 

word in any way!  

Instead each Gospel writer used two very different words in the Greek! First, 

they used the word: “Mian” that means “one”. And second, they each used 

the word: “Sabbaton” that means “Sabbaths” (with an “s” because it is the 

plural form of that word). In fact, in five places, the Gospels use these two 

 
a Matthew 28:1 SLT 
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specific words to describe the day that JESUS rose from the dead. And each 

of the four Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John) includes these two 

words at least once in their description of that wonderful day! 

There are only two other places in the Bible that these two words appear 

together to describe a particular day outside of the four gospels, and those 

two passages can be found in Acts chapter 20, verse 7, and 1st Corinthians 

chapter 16, verse 2. 

And, the only other Greek words ever used to label the Day of our LORD’s 

resurrection are found in the Gospel of Mark, where he used the word: 

“protos” that means “first”, along with the word: “Sabbaton”. So, in one 

place, Mark used Greek words that mean “One” and “Sabbaths”; and, in 

another place, Mark used words that mean: “First” and “Sabbaths”. 

Now with all of that visualized, we see that the Gospel writers were 

communicating something that the popular modern translations are covering 

up! Because, in all 8 cases that the phrase “the first day of the week” is used 

in the popular modern translations, the word for “week” is never present in 

the Greek text of the Holy Bible!  

In fact, in all 8 cases that the phrase “the first day of the week” is used in 

our modern translations, the word “day” is not present in the Greek either!  

Undeniably, in seven of the 8 places we read the phrase: “the first day of the 

week” in our modern translations, the text actually says: “one” and 

“Sabbaths” (or “one of the Sabbaths”)! And, only once in Mark’s gospel, is 

the Greek equivalent of the word “first” used before the Greek word for 

“Sabbaths”.  

Admittedly, outside of their Biblical context, these phrases don’t seem to 

mean very much to most modern Christians. But when we put these phrases 

back into their Biblical context, they will perfectly describe the specific day of 

the year that the MESSIAH rose from the dead! But since we have proven 

that the popular modern translations are not telling us what the Greek 

literally says, we will rely on some literal, word for word translations today, 

to understand what the Gospel writers were actually recording! 

According to Smith’s literal translation, Matthew said: And after the 

sabbaths, in the shining forth to one of the sabbaths, Mary Magdalene 

and the other Mary came to behold the tomb.a This is a very accurate 

 
a Matthew 28:1 
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and literal translation, except for one thing - the words: “of the”, between 

“one” and “sabbaths”, are not actually in the Greek here. Instead, these 

words were understandably added to make the phrase make sense. But if we 

consider Matthew’s account without the italicized words, the context will 

explain how we are to understand Matthew’s account. 

Using all of the words that Matthew gave us to understand what he was 

saying, we could translate this verse: And after the sabbaths, in the 

shining forth to one after the sabbaths, Mary Magdalene and the 

other Mary came to behold the tomb.a  

Now we have repeated Matthew’s words: “after the” in italics, to make sense 

of Matthews phrase. But we did not create these words out of thin air. 

Instead, we found those words earlier in the same verse! And Matthew 

himself already identified that the time he was referring to was “after the 

sabbaths”. 

And with that information established, we simply need to search the Bible to 

explain: what plural “Sabbaths” could Matthew be referring to? And our 

answer should also clearly explain: why the number “one” would be used to 

describe such an important day! Thus, to begin, if we Biblically identify the 

plural “Sabbaths” Matthew was referring to, then perhaps they will reveal 

exactly what day of the year the LORD’s tomb was found empty! 

Well, John gives us some invaluable clues as he writes: Therefore, because 

it was the Preparation Day, that the bodies should not remain on the 

cross on the Sabbath (for that Sabbath was a high day), the Jews 

asked Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that they might be 

taken away.b John records that the day that JESUS was crucified, was 

called: “the Preparation Day”. And he also recorded that the day after the 

MESSIAH was crucified, there was a special Sabbath, that they called “a high 

day”! 

And earlier in that chapter John told us exactly what he meant by writing 

about “a high Sabbath” and “the Preparation Day,” when he recorded (about 

Pontius Pilate): Now it was the Preparation Day of the Passover, and 

about the sixth hour. And he said to the Jews, “Behold your King!”c  

 
a Matthew 28:1 
b John 19:31 
c John 19:14 



Page 100 of 270 

 

From John’s account, we know that the phrase: “the Preparation Day” was 

referring to the day the people made their preparations for the Passover. And 

when we read the instructions GOD gave for the Passover, we can identify 

the High Sabbath that John wrote about later in this chapter.  

In Exodus, the Holy Bible records: Now the LORD spoke to Moses and 

Aaron in the land of Egypt, saying, “This month shall be your 

beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year to you. 

“Speak to all the congregation of Israel, saying: ‘On the tenth of this 

month every man shall take for himself a lamb, according to the 

house of his father, a lamb for a household. ‘And if the household is 

too small for the lamb, let him and his neighbor next to his house 

take it according to the number of the persons; according to each 

man’s need you shall make your count for the lamb. ‘Your lamb shall 

be without blemish, a male of the first year. You may take it from the 

sheep or from the goats.”a  

So, on the tenth day of the first Biblical month, every Israelite was to choose 

a lamb for their house. And the lamb had to be no more than a year old, plus 

it had to be without blemish.  

Then the Lord continued His instructions, by saying: “Now you shall keep 

it until the fourteenth day of the same month. Then the whole 

assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill it at twilight. ‘And 

they shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and 

on the lintel of the houses where they eat it. ‘Then they shall eat the 

flesh on that night; roasted in fire, with unleavened bread and with 

bitter herbs they shall eat it.”b  

So, it was on the fourteenth day of the first month, that every Israelite would 

kill the lamb that they had chosen on the tenth day! And, on the fourteenth 

day, they put the blood of the lamb on their doorposts, as they prepared to 

eat the Passover meal later that night. 

And in Leviticus, the LORD’s instructions are recorded again in a way that 

confirms those dates, by saying: “These are the feasts of the LORD, holy 

convocations which you shall proclaim at their appointed times. ‘On 

the fourteenth day of the first month at twilight is the LORD’s 

Passover. ‘And on the fifteenth day of the same month is the Feast of 

 
a Exodus 12:1-5 
b Exodus 12:6-8 
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Unleavened Bread to the LORD; seven days you must eat unleavened 

bread. ‘On the first day you shall have a holy convocation; you shall 

do no customary work on it.”a  

The first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread occurred on the fifteenth day 

of the first month. Therefore, the fifteenth day of the first month was an 

annual “high day” when they were commanded not to work! Plus, this annual 

“high day” always follows the fourteenth, which the Apostles called: “the 

Preparation day”, because on that day, the Passover lamb was to be killed! 

Thus, the 15th day of the first month is: “the high day” of rest that always 

follows “the Preparation Day”! 

So, now we see exactly which “high day” John was referring to, when 

recording the details of the death and burial of JESUS! But let’s continue on, 

to learn why there is only one time of year when GOD’s people would begin 

counting from the number “one”, just after the weekly Sabbath that followed 

the Passover! 

Reading on in Leviticus, we see that the LORD also said: “Speak to the 

children of Israel, and say to them: ‘When you come into the land 

which I give to you, and reap its harvest, then you shall bring a sheaf 

of the firstfruits of your harvest to the priest. ‘He shall wave the sheaf 

before the LORD, to be accepted on your behalf; on the day after the 

Sabbath the priest shall wave it.”b  

Then God went on to say: “You shall count for yourselves from the day 

after the Sabbath, from the day that you brought the sheaf of the 

wave offering: seven Sabbaths shall be completed. ‘Count fifty days 

to the day after the seventh Sabbath; then you shall offer a new grain 

offering to the LORD.”c  

So, the way GOD set up His holy Feast Days in the first Biblical month is: the 

fourteenth is always when the Passover is killed, the fifteenth is always when 

the Feast of Unleavened Bread begins by eating the Passover meal with its 

Unleavened Bread, and the “day after the Sabbaths” (or the day that 

follows the weekly Sabbath, that comes immediately after the high Sabbath 

of the 15th), is when a sheaf of the “firstfruits” of the harvest must be offered 

before the Lord. 

 
a Leviticus 23:4-7 
b Leviticus 23:9-11 
c Leviticus 23:15-16 
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Then, GOD specifically commands His people to count “from the day after 

the Sabbath”, when the sheaf of the “Firstfruits” is waved. Therefore, the 

day that the “Firstfruits” sheaf was waved would have been counted as “day 

one”.  Plus, GOD commands us to “Count fifty days to the day after the 

seventh Sabbath”! 

Now, “the day after the seventh Sabbath” is always exactly fifty days 

from the day after the Sabbath that follows the 15th of the first month. And 

that “Fiftieth Day” has instructions and a name in the Bible, just as all of 

these other Biblical holy days have instructions and names!  

It was known as the Feast of Harvest in Exodus 23:16 and it was known as 

the Feast of Weeks in Numbers 28:26. But these names could easily be 

confused, so in the Apostolic Scriptures, this feast that always occurs exactly 

“fifty days” after the waving of the sheaf of the firstfruits, began to be known 

as “Pentecost”; which means “Fiftieth” in the Greek language! 

So, in the Apostolic Scriptures, after 1400 years of study and practice, the 

day the Passover was to be killed was known as “the Preparation day”, the 

meal consumed on the fifteenth that began the seven days of Unleavened 

Bread was called “the Passover”, and the Feast of Harvest (that was also 

known as “the Feast of Weeks”) was called “Pentecost”! And everyone who 

has ever deeply studied the Bible has noticed these days being clearly 

mentioned! But, what about the special day that always falls on “the day 

after the Sabbath”, when they were to begin counting to Pentecost? Where 

is this missing Biblical Feast Day? 

We can clearly point out “the preparation day”, “the Passover meal”, “the 

days of Unleavened Bread”, and “the day of Pentecost”; but what about “the 

day after the Sabbath”, when the priest waves the “firstfruits” of the harvest 

before the LORD? 

This annual holy day that is actually day number “one” in the count to “fifty” 

on GOD’s Biblical calendar is completely overlooked in the popular modern 

translations. But friends, this overlooked annual holy day is actually the day 

that our glorious King rose from the grave! 

The Apostles and Disciples of our LORD had come to know the Day of 

Firstfruits as: “one after the Sabbaths” because, the Day of Firstfruits was 

the only day of the year that was to be counted by the number one in the 

count to fifty! Plus, the Day of Firstfruits was the only annual holy day that 
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was to be observed immediately following the plural sabbaths of Passover, 

and the following weekly Sabbath! 

Now, to verify the conclusion that the Greek phrase “Mia Sabbaton” is 

referring to the day of the waving of the “Firstfruits” sheaf (on the day after 

the Sabbaths of Passover and the next weekly day of rest); we must look at 

all of the times this particular phrase is used, to see if Passover and 

Unleavened Bread precede the phrase “Mia Sabbaton” chronologically. Plus, 

we should also check to see if Pentecost is mentioned chronologically after 

that phrase. 

Thus, if we see the Greek words “Mia Sabbaton” combined in the description 

of a particular day at a time that does not correspond to these other three 

Spring Feast Days, then I must be wrong, and another interpretation must 

be sought. But, if I am correct, then this phrase “Mia Sabbaton” must have 

been how the Disciples of our LORD referred to the Day of Firstfruits (in much 

the same way that they used the Greek word for “Fiftieth” to refer to the 

Feast of Weeks). 

Well, to find the eight times these Greek phrases appear in the Apostolic 

Scriptures, you only need to search out the mistranslation “the first day of 

the week”. Because, the truth is, nearly all of the popularly available modern 

translations mistranslate the phrase “Mia Sabbaton”. And once you find all 

eight passages, you simply need to look in the surrounding context of each 

passage for either Passover, Unleavened Bread, or Pentecost. And with this 

search, you can test my hypothesis. 

In Matthew, the first appearance of the phrase “one after the Sabbaths” 

appears in the first verse of chapter 28 to record the day the women found 

the empty tomb. And two chapters earlier, JESUS described the exact day of 

His death by saying: You know that after two days the Passover takes 

place, and the Son of Man will be handed over to be crucified."a So, in 

Matthew’s Gospel, the Greek phrase that means “One of the Sabbaths”, or 

“One after the Sabbaths”, most certainly followed the Passover meal, and 

the weekly Sabbath chronologically. 

And, just before Mark records the women learning of the resurrection on “the 

First after the Sabbaths” and “one after the Sabbaths”, Mark writes: 

Now on the first day of Unleavened Bread, when the Passover lamb 

was sacrificed, His disciples said to Him, "Where do You desire that 

 
a Matthew 26:2 
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we go and prepare, that You may eat the Passover?"a So, the Passover 

and the weekly Sabbath immediately proceeded both of Mark’s detailed 

accounts of the day of the resurrection, once again confirming that the 

resurrection occurred on the day after the Sabbath, when the Firstfruits 

sheaf must be waved! 

And in Luke’s account, chronologically before his reference to “one after the 

Sabbaths”, he recorded: Then Jesus said to them, “With fervent desire 

I have desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer.”b  

Plus, in John’s account of the day of the crucifixion, John clarified his timeline 

when he recorded Pilate saying: “You have a custom that I should 

release someone to you at the Passover. Do you therefore want me 

to release to you the King of the Jews?”c  

So, each and every one of the Gospels describes resurrection day with the 

phrase “one of the Sabbaths”, “one after the Sabbaths”, or “the first after the 

Sabbaths”! And each Gospel writer clearly places this particular day after the 

Passover and the weekly Sabbath but before the day of Pentecost in Acts 

chapter 2, just as GOD instructed in Leviticus! 

Then, in Acts chapter one, Luke even includes the detail that JESUS appeared 

after the resurrection for forty days before ascending to heaven! And 

Pentecost happened only one chapter later! So, this also confirms that the 

day of the resurrection was the beginning of the fifty-day count to Pentecost! 

And it confirms that we should label the day of our LORD’s resurrection: the 

Day of Firstfruits! 

And I should also point out here: when Luke uses the Greek phrase that 

means “one after the Sabbaths” in Acts chapter 20, he mentions that they 

were sailing “amid the days of unleavened bread” just before that 

meeting! So, we can easily confirm that the meeting Luke is describing in 

Acts chapter 20 occurred on the day of Firstfruits! 

And finally, when Paul used the Greek phrase “Mian Sabbaton” (which was 

used to describe the day of the resurrection in the Gospels), it was in the 

very same letter the he instructed the Corinthians to “purge out the old 

leaven, that you may be a new lump, since you truly are unleavened. 

For indeed Christ, our Passover, was sacrificed for us. Therefore let 

 
a Mark 14:12 
b Luke 22:15 
c John 18:39 
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us keep the feast, not with old leaven, nor with the leaven of malice 

and wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and 

truth.”a  

Plus, in the closing of that same letter, Paul explained: Now I will come to 

you when I pass through Macedonia (for I am passing through 

Macedonia). And it may be that I will remain, or even spend the 

winter with you, that you may send me on my journey, wherever I 

go. For I do not wish to see you now on the way; but I hope to stay 

a while with you, if the Lord permits. But I will tarry in Ephesus until 

Pentecost.b  

Therefore, we must remember the context clues of Passover, Unleavened 

Bread, and Pentecost when we read Paul’s frequently mistranslated 

instructions in chapter 16. Because, what Paul really wrote was: Towards 

one after the sabbaths let each of you put by himself, treasuring up 

that which he is prospered in, that when I come there be no 

collections.c  

Friends, Paul was instructing the Disciples in Corinth how to observe the Day 

of Firstfruits in this passage; a day when GOD’s people are to present a 

special offering of the Firstfruits of their harvest to the LORD! And that 

Firstfruits offering is always to be made “on the day after the [weekly] 

Sabbath” that follows the 15th day of the first month!  

Plus, that “Day of Firstfruits” is always number “one” in the count to “fifty” or 

“Pentecost”, so Paul, and the Gospel writers used the Greek word for the 

number “one” in each of these passages that refers to the Day of Firstfruits! 

And now that we have confirmed that each of these passages are 

chronologically preceded by mentions of Passover and Unleavened Bread and 

chronologically followed by mentions of Pentecost, we have confirmed that 

the phrase “Mia Sabbaton” most certainly refers to the Biblical holy Day of 

Firstfruits! 

Now, with that fact firmly established, we can confidently state: JESUS was 

crucified on the fourteenth day of the first Biblical month, He was buried just 

before the fifteenth day arrived, and our Savior rose from the grave on the 

day after the Sabbath that follows the Passover (that is known as the Day of 

 
a 1 Corinthians 5:7-8 
b 1 Corinthians 16:5-8 
c  1 Corinthians 16:2 Literal Translation 
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Firstfruits)! And that is why our brother Paul twice connected the resurrection 

of our LORD, and the Day of Firstfruits in His letters! 

Truly: Christ is risen from the dead, and has become the Firstfruits of 

those who have fallen asleep.a And: In Christ, all shall be made alive. 

But each one in his own order: Christ the Firstfruits, afterward those 

who are Christ’s at His coming.b 

Friends, JESUS would most certainly call His resurrection day: “The Day of 

Firstfruits”! And His Apostles understood that the MESSIAH was “The 

Firstfruits of the Resurrection Harvest” to come! Plus, they understood these 

facts because they knew: GOD’s Feast Days synchronize His people to His 

precise Biblical timetable! And this is evident when we carefully study the 

Word of our GOD, from the very first Hebrew word of Genesis to the very last 

Greek word of Revelation.  

 
a 1 Corinthians 15:20 
b 1 Corinthians 15:22b-23 
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Chapter 8: 

The Easter Controversy 
 

Now that we have rigorously established that the Bible calls the day JESUS 

rose from the dead “one after the Sabbaths” (3) (in reference to the Biblical 

holy day of Firstfruits, which is always “one” in the count to the “fiftieth” day 

or “Pentecost”), we need to examine some key moments in the history of 

Biblical Interpretation to learn about what scholars incorrectly call: “The 

Easter Controversy”.  

But sadly, to teach against the pagan practices of the world around us, we 

will sometimes need to use the names of certain pagan false gods to clarify 

why Christians must avoid the idolatrous words and practices associated with 

those demonic impersonators of the Almighty. And the truth is, even the Bible 

uses the names of the false gods of the Gentiles to warn people to avoid 

them!a Therefore, this fact has led me to conclude: the only appropriate time 

to mention the name of a false god is to teach against it!  

If we are using the names of false gods casually, religiously, or worst of all, 

in reverence, then we are most certainly violating GOD’s commands to make 

no mention of their names.b  

However, if we are invoking the filthy names of certain false gods to destroy 

them from the Church of JESUS CHRIST, then we are following the pattern 

our GOD Himself gave us when He (and His prophets) named some specific 

false “gods” the people needed to avoid!c 

So, with that Biblical foundation established, let’s journey back 2000 years 

into the past, to discuss how two different groups had two very different ways 

of interpreting when the Day of Firstfruits was to be celebrated. And the two 

groups we will be discussing are: the Pharisees and the Sadducees. 

Without diving too deeply into the other theological differences between the 
Pharisees and the Sadducees, presently we need to understand that the 
Sadducees believed that the Day of Firstfruits should always be: the day after 
the weekly Sabbath. But the Pharisees believed that the Day of Firstfruits 
should always be: the day after the annual high Sabbath of the 15th of Abib. 

(4) 

 
a Deuteronomy 4:3, Numbers 25:2-3, 1 Kings 11:33 
b Exodus 23:13, Joshua 23:6-8 
c Leviticus 20:2, Ezekiel 8:13-14, Numbers 25:3-5 
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So, the Sadducees would always expect the Day of Firstfruits to fall on the 

first day of the week, or “Sunday” in secular terms. But the Pharisees believed 

the Day of Firstfruits could be celebrated on any day of the week, as long as 

that holy day was observed exactly one day after the 15th day of the first 

month. 

Thus today, we can easily test which group was correctly interpreting the 

holy Scriptures, by examining all that GOD Himself said about the Day of 

Firstfruits and the Feast of Pentecost that always follows it. And the place we 

need to turn to in our Bibles to do this, is: Leviticus chapter 23. 

There the LORD said: “Speak to the children of Israel, and say to them: 

‘When you come into the land which I give to you, and reap its 

harvest, then you shall bring a sheaf of the firstfruits of your harvest 

to the priest. ‘He shall wave the sheaf before the LORD, to be 

accepted on your behalf; on the day after the Sabbath the priest shall 

wave it.”a  

But, just before GOD said these words, He instructed: “On the fifteenth 

day of the same month is the Feast of Unleavened Bread to the LORD; 

seven days you must eat unleavened bread. ‘On the first day you shall 

have a holy convocation; you shall do no customary work on it.”b  

 
a Leviticus 23:10-11 
b Leviticus 23:6-7 
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With only these two passages to consider so far, we can easily see how the 

Pharisees arrived at their conclusion that the Day of Firstfruits should be 

celebrated after the 15th day of the first month. Because GOD definitely 

declared that the 15th day of the first month was a holy day of rest, or: a 

“high Sabbath”. So, if these two passages contained all that our GOD ever 

said about the Day of Firstfruits, people could debate forever whether 

Firstfruits should come just after a weekly Sabbath or just after the “high 

Sabbath” of the 15th! 

But when we read on in Leviticus 23, that debate should immediately cease! 

Because GOD went on to say: “And you shall count for yourselves from 

the day after the Sabbath, from the day that you brought the sheaf 

of the wave offering: seven Sabbaths shall be completed. ‘Count fifty 

days to the day after the seventh Sabbath; then you shall offer a new 

grain offering to the LORD.”a  

You see, the only way this commandment of our GOD works on any calendar 

with a seven-day week and a weekly Sabbath on the seventh day, is to begin 

the count to “fifty days” on “the day after a weekly Sabbath”! Only then will 

your count include seven weekly Sabbaths, and end as it began: on the day 

after the weekly Sabbath!  

So, the Pharisees were wrong when they interpreted these passages to mean 

that the Day of Firstfruits should always be the 16th day of the first month. 

And the reason GOD never said which day of the month Firstfruits would fall 

on, is because it varies from year to year, just as Pentecost does! 

If the Day of Firstfruits always fell on the same day of the month as the 

Pharisees claimed, GOD would have simply stated which day of the month 

those celebrations were to be observed, as He did with all of His other holy 

days except Firstfruits and Pentecost! But the Day of Firstfruits always falls 

on “the day after the weekly Sabbath”. And the 50-day count to Pentecost 

must always begin on “the day after the weekly Sabbath” that follows the 

15th day of the first month, when the Feast of Unleavened Bread began. 

Also, because the only way to correctly calculate the arrival of the Day of 

Pentecost is to observe seven Sabbaths on the seventh day of each week, we 

can be 100% sure that Paul and the other Disciples of our LORD were keeping 

 
a Leviticus 23:15-16 
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the weekly Sabbaths in obedience to the Fourth Commandment all the way 

through the book of Acts!a  

And I mentioned the Apostle Paul because, Luke recorded: Paul had 

decided to sail past Ephesus, so that he would not have to spend time 

in Asia; for he was hurrying to be at Jerusalem, if possible, on the 

Day of Pentecost.b How could Paul have known when Pentecost was to be 

celebrated in Jerusalem if Paul did not count out seven weekly sabbaths from 

the Day of Firstfruits? 

In fact, if the Christians in Corinth weren’t keeping the seventh day Sabbaths 

and the Feasts of the LORD, how could Paul expect the Corinthians to know 

when to expect him in their city, when he wrote to them: “I will tarry in 

Ephesus until Pentecost”c? 

Obviously, the Corinthian Christians were keeping the weekly Sabbaths and 

the annual holy days of the Bible, and that is why Paul used the Feast day of 

Pentecost as a chronological reference in his letter to them! But, because 

most modern Bible teachers don’t keep the LORD’s Feasts, they don’t 

understand the obvious implications of Paul’s words to the church in Corinth. 

Meanwhile, the reason all of these Biblical facts are very important for us to 

understand as we consider the history of Biblical interpretation and the so-

called “Easter Controversy” is: the Biblical calendar can be very confusing. 

Therefore, historical facts like the debate between the Pharisees and the 

Sadducees prove that even Hebrew scholars (who had 1400 years to study 

the Holy Bible) still made mistakes when they did not include every single 

relevant Biblical text in their interpretation! 

But what would happen if the appointed shepherds of GOD’s people threw 

out every relevant Bible verse that had to do with the timing of the events of 

the Gospels? What would those church leaders stand on to calculate when 

certain Biblical celebrations should occur? Why would a leader in GOD’s 

church ever abandon the Holy Bible as the authority on when we are to 

commemorate the LORD’s birth, death, burial, resurrection, and sending of 

the HOLY SPIRIT? And, how would a church leader who had done such a 

foolish thing respond when someone quoted the Holy Bible to them? 

 
a Acts 2:1 
b Acts 20:16 
c 1 Corinthians 16:8 
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Well, to answer those four very important questions, we first need to answer 

the question “who led the church to abandon the Bible as the authority on 

these issues”. And, while we answer that question, please remember how we 

have already proven from Scripture that JESUS was crucified on Passover 

Preparation Day, He was buried just before the Feast of Unleavened Bread 

began, He rose on the Day of Firstfruits, and He sent the HOLY SPIRIT to 

guide us on the Day of Pentecost! (5) 

So, a logical person would seek to learn when the Holy Bible records that 

JESUS did those things in order to determine when they should be celebrated. 

But, three hundred years after JESUS rose from the grave and ascended into 

heaven, church leaders of that time looked towards their own prejudices and 

fleshly understanding, and turned away from logic and diligently studying the 

Word of GOD. 

 In fact, they became so Biblically ignorant that they could not see that 

Passover was not the day of the LORD’s resurrection. And they frequently 

mislabeled the day of the resurrection with the Greek word “pas'-khah” that 

means “Passover”.  

Then, these very confused church leaders became increasingly concerned, 

because: churches were celebrating the LORD’s resurrection on different 

days. Thus, this historical controversy brings us to the year 325 A.D., and 

the first non-Apostolic yet widely-accepted church council in history, known 

as: The First Council of Nicaea.  

This council of church leaders was called together by the Roman Emperor 

Constantine I; and among other things, the group of 250 or more bishops 

who attended the council proclaimed what day they thought the resurrection 

of JESUS CHRIST was to be celebrated. 

Not one verse of the Holy Bible was quoted, and not one reference was made 

to the instructions given to the Church by her Creator! No, the council simply 

wrote to the church in Alexandria: “We also have good news for you that 

we have harmonized our opinions on the subject of the most holy 

feast of Easter, which has been happily settled through your prayers. 

All the brothers in the east who have previously kept this festival 

when the Jews did, have agreed with the Romans, with us, and with 

all of you who have kept Easter with us from the beginning, to follow 

the same custom as we.” (6) 



Page 112 of 270 

 

There are three major problems with this “Letter of the Council of Nicaea to 

the Egyptian Church”.  

• First, they in no way based their decision on the authority of the 

Word of GOD. 

• Second, they seem to be intentionally separating themselves from 

the practice of the Jews. 

• And third, nowhere in the original Greek manuscripts of this letter 

are there actually any references to “Easter”!   

About the first problem, please note that the translation of the letter said: 

“we have harmonized our opinions” and the debate was “happily settled 

through your prayers”. The debate was not settled through careful study of 

the Word of GOD! No, the bishops harmonized their opinions about when the 

resurrection was to be commemorated themselves! Thus, they “leaned on 

their own understanding”a, instead of letting the HOLY SPIRIT guide them 

with the Scriptures, as to when they should celebrate the resurrection! 

Also, about the second problem, we should ask ourselves: why would they 

have been so eager to separate themselves from the customs of the Jews in 

regard to keeping the feast in question, if JESUS and His Apostles and 

Disciples never sought to separate themselves from the customs of the Jews 

regarding the feasts? 

After all, JESUS was speaking of Himself as one of the Jews when He said to 

the Samaritan woman: “You worship what you do not know; we know 

what we worship, for salvation is of the Jews.”b JESUS clearly felt that 

the Jews knew Who they worshipped, and He never disagreed with the Jewish 

leaders about the timing of a feast anywhere in the Gospels! 

The truth is, GOD chose the men who would record the Holy Scriptures from 

the descendants of Jacob. The names of the descendants of Jacob will be 

inscribed over the gates of the City of GOD. And certain descendants of Jacob 

were chosen as the Twelve Apostles of Our LORD, whose names will be 

written on the very foundations of the New Jerusalem!c 

 Also, GOD did not make the New Covenant with the Gentiles! No, Scripture 

records that GOD made the New Covenant with the House of Israeld, and 

 
a Proverbs 3:5 
b John 4:22 (Emphasis Added) 
c Revelation 21:12-14 
d Hebrews 8:8-12 
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believing Gentiles are grafted into that house by faith in JESUS!a Therefore, 

we are no longer strangers to the covenants and promises of Israel, but we 

are fellow citizens of the commonwealthb, and equally Abraham’s 

descendants!c  

Therefore, anti-Semitism is a terrible symptom of the disease of Biblical 

Ignorance! When we understand that JESUS was a Jew, and He chose 

Israelites as His Apostles, Prophets, and Disciples, we recognize that GOD 

has used the children of Abraham to write, preserve, and demonstrate His 

Holy Bible within History!  

But this leads us to the third problem, which is: nowhere in the original Greek 

manuscripts of this letter are there any references to “Easter”! And because 

of that fact, we can conclude that this translation composed by Dr. William 

Bright, is not a legitimate translation of the original Greek text! 

Friends, the debate at the Council of Nicaea “on the subject of the most holy 

feast” was not a debate about when to celebrate “Easter” as most of the 

English translations claim! No, it was a debate about when to celebrate 

Passover! 

 

And this fact is undeniable, because the Greek word Socrates Scholasticus 

used in his recording of this letter is pronounced: “pas'-khah”! But in both 

places the word “Πάσχα” (or “Pascha”, the Greek word for Passover) appears 

 
a Romans 11:13-24 
b Ephesians 2:11-19 
c Romans 4:1-16 
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in the text, Dr. William Bright deceptively replaced it with the word “Easter”. 

(7) 

Meanwhile in the Bible, every time this same Greek word “Πάσχα” is used 
translators render it into English as “Passover”! Only once, in the King James 
Translation, was the Greek word “Πάσχα” mistranslated (in Acts 12:4). But 
even in the King James Bible, in 26 other places the translators correctly 

rendered “Pascha” as “Passover”.  

 

Now, about that one ridiculous mistranslation in the King James Bible, noted 

Princeton Seminary graduate and Presbyterian Minister Albert Barnes wrote: 

“There never was a more absurd or unhappy translation than this. 

The original is simply after the Passover.” (8) 
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Also, about this same mistake in the King James Bible translation, the highly 

respected commentary of Jameson, Faucet, and Brown explains: “The word 

in our King James Version is an ecclesiastical term of later date, and 

ought not to have been employed here.” (9) 

 

So, all reputable scholars agree that the King James translators blundered 

when they mistranslated the Greek word for “Passover” as “Easter” in Acts 

chapter 12 verse 4. Likewise, they should all universally agree that it is 

equally as absurd to translate the same Greek word for “Passover” as “Easter” 

in the “Letter of the Council of Nicaea to the Egyptian Church”. 
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And now that we have established beyond all reasonable doubt that the 

debate in A.D. 325 was about when to celebrate the Biblical feast of Passover, 

I think we can begin to answer our first important question, which was: “who 

led the church to abandon the Bible as the authority on these issues?”. 

Obviously, when the council of Nicaea failed to rely on the Holy Scriptures for 

guidance as to when Passover was to be celebrated, and instead relied on 

their own opinions and prejudices, they began the process of leading the 

church away from the authority of the Bible. But we must not fail to mention 

the man who actually called the Council of Nicaea together, Emperor 

Constantine I of Rome! 

According to the church historian Eusebius, Constantine wrote to the bishops 

who did not attend the council: “At this meeting the question concerning 
the most holy day of Easter was discussed, and it was resolved by the 
united judgment of all present, that this feast ought to be kept by all 
and in every place on one and the same day.” (10) 

 

Once again, this is an absurd mistranslation of the Greek text of Eusebius! 

Because, just as Socrates Scholasticus and the Apostles of our LORD used 

the Greek word “Pascha” to discuss the Passover, Eusebius recorded that 

Constantine used the Greek word “Pascha” to discuss the Passover, not 

Easter! (11) 
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So, Constantine actually wrote: “At this meeting the question concerning 

the most holy day of Passover was discussed, and it was resolved by 

the united judgment of all present, that this feast ought to be kept 

by all and in every place on one and the same day.” (8) (With the 

correction of “Easter” to “Passover”) 

Meanwhile, even though Constantine and the Council of Nicaea plainly wrote 

that the controversy they were discussing was centered on when Passover 

should be celebrated, modern scholars deceptively call this early church 

controversy: “The Easter Controversy” (12), as they wrongly translate the 

Greek Word for Passover as: “Easter”! 
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Obviously, since GOD said the Passover was to be celebrated on the 14th day 

of the first month of the year at twilighta, all who keep the Biblical calendar 

should theoretically be keeping the holy day of Passover on the same day. 

But, because the Biblical calendar can be confusing, it is important to study 

the Scriptures carefully to learn when the Day of Passover should be 

celebrated! 

After all, we learned earlier how even the Pharisees and the Sadducees 

disagreed on when the Day of Firstfruits was to be celebrated; because the 

Pharisees were ignoring one critical passage. So, how could a group of Gentile 

bishops under the leadership of a recently “converted” Roman Emperor 

named Constantine possibly improve on the understanding of the Jews, when 

it came to the celebration of Passover! 

The Jews would have at least understood enough about the Biblical feast 

schedule to know that Passover (at twilight on the 14th day of the first month) 

was not the day the LORD was resurrected from the dead! No, they would 

have understood that JESUS rose on the day after the weekly Sabbath that 

followed Passover (or the 17th day of the first month in 30 A.D.). And they 

would have called that day “one” in the count to fifty, “one after the 

Sabbaths”, or “Firstfruits”. 

Meanwhile, Constantine wrote about “the most holy day of Passover”: “For 

what can be more becoming or honorable to us than that this feast 

 
a Leviticus 23:5-6 
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from which we date our hopes of immortality, should be observed 

unfailingly by all alike, according to one ascertained order and 

arrangement?” (8)  

Obviously, Constantine and the bishops at the Council of Nicaea did not 

understand the finer points of the Biblical Feasts! Because the day “from 

which we date our hopes of immortality” should be: “the Day of Firstfruits”!  

So, we can label these confused men: “those who led the church to abandon 

the Bible as the authority on these issues.”; because their own writings record 

how their pervasive Biblical ignorance led them astray from the truth of the 

Word of GOD! And sadly, history records that many of the churches followed 

these blind guides away from the perpetual authority of GOD’s holy 

Scriptures. 

Thus, in many ways, because this was the first example of a non-Apostolic 

council determining the religious practices of the churches, Constantine and 

the First Council of Nicaea laid the foundation for the organization of what we 

would now know as “The Roman Catholic Church”. And, tragically, from this 

point onward in church history, tradition and the opinions of men began to 

hold just as much authority in many churches as the written Word of GOD! 

However, Biblical ignorance was not the only problem at the Council of 

Nicaea! No, anti-Semitism was also a problem, because Constantine also 

wrote: “And first of all, it appeared an unworthy thing that in the 

celebration of this most holy feast we should follow the practice of 

the Jews, who have impiously defiled their hands with enormous sin, 

and are, therefore, deservedly afflicted with blindness of soul.” (8) 

Plus, Constantine went on to say: “Let us then have nothing in common 

with the detestable Jewish crowd; for we have received from our 

Savior a different way.” “…they sometimes celebrate Passover twice 

in the same year. Why then should we follow those who are 

confessedly in grievous error? Surely, we shall never consent to keep 

this feast a second time in the same year.” (8) (With the correction of 

“Easter” to “Passover”) 

In his pitiful Biblical ignorance and blind hatred for all Jews, Constantine did 

not realize that Scripture actually commands a second Passover observance 

for those who were considered Levitically unclean due to coming into contact 

with a corpse, or for those who were too far away to make it to Jerusalem in 

time for the standard Passover in the first month of the year.  
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Indeed, GOD Himself said: “Speak to the children of Israel, saying: ‘If 

anyone of you or your posterity is unclean because of a corpse, or is 

far away on a journey, he may still keep the LORD’s Passover. ‘On the 

fourteenth day of the second month, at twilight, they may keep it. 

They shall eat it with unleavened bread and bitter herbs.”a (Emphasis 

Added) 

So, Constantine was really disagreeing with our Omniscient GOD when he 

condemned the Jews for sometimes holding two Passovers in the same year. 

And the truth is, Constantine was really disagreeing with GOD’s Word when 

he later wrote in that same letter: “…pray continually that the purity of 

your souls may not seem in anything to be sullied by fellowship with 

the customs of these most wicked men.” (8) 

Brothers and Sisters, most of the customs of the Jews were the Biblical 

customs of our Savior and His Apostles and Disciples! So, when Constantine 

and the bishops of the Nicaean Council decided to separate themselves from 

the practices of the Jews regarding the Feasts, they were actually abandoning 

the practices of the Bible! 

And the truth is, when the leaders of the church throw out all of the relevant 

passages of the Bible that have to do with the Biblical Feasts and the events 

of the Gospel, they turn to tradition, their un-biblical culture, or sometimes 

even overtly pagan customs to calculate when and how certain religious 

celebrations should occur. 

For example: when Constantine and the bishops of the Nicaean Council 

abandoned the Bible as their sole source of authority regarding when and 

how Passover was to be celebrated, they decided that the practices of Rome 

and Alexandria were the new standard. Thus, they turned to tradition when 

they foolishly abandoned truth. 

Also, we know that Rome and Alexandria calculated the timing of the 

Passover by observing the Spring (or Vernal) Equinox, when (after the 

shortened days of winter) the extended plane of the Earth’s equator passes 

through the center of the Sun, which causes the duration of the day to be 

approximately equal in length to the night. (13) 

However, GOD never instructs His people to look to the sun as a primary 

method of establishing a calendar. No, to lead His people away from sun 

worship, GOD made the calendar of the Bible a lunar-solar-agricultural 

 
a Numbers 9:9-11 
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calendar. So, days begin when the sun sets. Months begin when the first 

sliver of the moon is spotted after a lunar conjunction (or a completely dark 

moon). And years are determined by the ripeness of the barley crop. Thus, 

because “Abib” is a term that relates to the ripeness of the barley, the first 

month of the Biblical year is called: “Abib”. 

 

Therefore, when the church began looking to the Spring Equinox to establish 

the timing of the Feast of Passover, they were – at the very minimum – 

turning to their un-biblical culture (and a solar-lunar calendar) to learn how 

to calculate the times of their celebrations. 

However, the un-biblical cultures of Rome and Alexandria did not develop in 

a vacuum. No, those cultures developed in a cesspool of pagan superstition. 

And the Spring Equinox was considered to be a time of great importance in 

the worship of pagan false “gods”.  

For example, the Romans celebrated a festival called “Hilaria” at the spring 

(or vernal) equinox, to worship a false goddess they called Cybele. (14)  
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And much like how Easter has long been associated with pagan fertility 

symbols, Cybele was considered the Roman “mother goddess” and “the 

goddess of fertility”. (15) 

Therefore, even though Constantine and the bishops of the Nicaean Council 

were still calling their celebration of the LORD’s resurrection “Passover”; 

when they abandoned the Biblical instructions for determining the date of 

that celebration, they began a process that would eventually connect the 

festival to pagan fertility symbols and even the pagan name “Easter”. 

And I should also mention here that the bishops of the Council of Nicaea were 

not only advocating that people still celebrate the Biblical Feast of Passover, 

they also mentioned the Biblical feast of Pentecost in one of the “canons” 

they produced! 

Translators record that they wrote: “Forasmuch as there are certain 

persons who kneel on the Lord's Day and in the days of Pentecost, 

therefore, to the intent that all things may be uniformly observed 

everywhere (in every parish), it seems good to the holy Synod that 

prayer be made to God standing.” (16) 

While they had absolutely no right to go beyond what is written in Scripture, 

to command people to stand as they prayed during certain times of the year; 

it is important that we note how Passover and Pentecost were still being 

celebrated universally throughout the church, 300 years after the ascension 

of our LORD! 
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And with everything we have learned so far, now we can answer the question: 

Why would a leader in GOD’s church ever abandon the Holy Bible as the 

authority on when we are to commemorate the LORD’s birth, death, burial, 

resurrection, and sending of the HOLY SPIRIT?  

Due to all we have learned so far, it might be tempting to answer: anti-

Semitism, culture, tradition, or even foolish pride. But the more I consider 

the question, the more I think that the single best answer we can give to why 

church leaders abandon the Holy Bible to follow after those other things is: 

Biblical ignorance! 

You see, when Christians know the Bible well, they agree with Paul when he 

explains “All Scripture is profitable”, and it “thoroughly equips the man 

of GOD for every good work.”a  

Constantine and the Bishops present at the first council of Nicaea had all the 

answers they needed in the Holy Bible. But it seems that they did not 

understand that the Bible was sufficient to answer all of their questions 

relating to the timing of the feasts; so they moved even further away from 

GOD’s Word. 

And when they chose tradition over GOD’s commandments, they 

demonstrated that they were ignorant of the LORD’s rebuke that states: 

“Well did Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites, as it is written: ‘This 

people honors Me with their lips, But their heart is far from Me.  And 

in vain they worship Me, Teaching as doctrines the commandments 

of men.’ “For laying aside the commandment of God, you hold the 

tradition of men–the washing of pitchers and cups, and many other 

such things you do.” He said to them, “All too well you reject the 

commandment of God, that you may keep your tradition.”b  

You see, when Christians know the Bible well, they know how GOD reacted 

when men like Jeroboam got creative with the Feasts of the LORD!c Yes, when 

Jeroboam invented new feasts “which he had devised in his own heart”d 

and associated those feasts with idolse; GOD swept away his entire house, 

and made an example of Jeroboam forever!f 

 
a 2 Timothy 3:16-17 
b Mark 7:6-9 
c 1 Kings 12:32-33  
d 1 Kings 12:33 
e 2 Kings 10:29 
f 1 Kings 14:7-11 
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And the fact is, when Christians know the Bible well, they know that GOD has 

said: “You shall destroy their altars, break their sacred pillars, and 

burn their wooden images with fire; you shall cut down the carved 

images of their gods and destroy their names from that place. “You 

shall not worship the LORD your God with such things.”a  

Only Biblically ignorant Christians think that GOD is “OK” with them 

repurposing pagan practices to incorporate them into their worship of Him! 

Only Biblically ignorant Christians think that GOD is “OK” with them replacing 

His commandments with their man-made traditions.  

And only Biblically ignorant Christians don’t know that GOD has warned: “My 

people are destroyed for lack of knowledge. Because you have 

rejected knowledge, I also will reject you from being priest for Me; 

Because you have forgotten the law of your God, I also will forget 

your children.”b  

As we have established previously, the term “Easter” is of pagan origin. And 

even if someone wants to debate that historically provable fact, the truth is: 

we are not free to change the names of GOD’s Feast days, any more than we 

are free to change the timing of them! (3) 

Also, as we have previously established, the customary symbols of Easter, 

such as the Easter rabbit, Easter eggs, and certain Easter flowers are 

notorious pagan fertility symbols that were associated with certain false 

“goddesses” of the spring. And our GOD has explained that we must never 

associate with any pagan practices that were dedicated to false “gods”! (3) 

But, because Constantine and the Council of Nicaea abandoned the Biblical 

method of determining the timing of Passover, and embraced more secular 

methods; it eventually led to pagan practices and names infiltrating the 

celebration of the LORD’s resurrection. 

Just as a small deviation from a straight line eventually leads that second line 

far away from the place it began, the reasoning and decisions of the First 

Nicaean Council seemed only to be a small deviation from the Bible. But their 

choices that set aside the authority of the Scriptures led to many greater 

deviations over the years; to the point that most Christians celebrate 

traditions and holy days that cannot be found anywhere within the pages of 

the Bible.  

 
a Deuteronomy 12:3-4 
b Hosea 4:6 
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Yes, most Christians these days celebrate traditions and holy days neither 

JESUS nor His Apostles would ever consider celebrating! 

But now we must ask: how would a church leader who has abandoned the 

authority of the Word of GOD on these issues respond when someone quotes 

the Holy Bible to them? 

Well, they might respond with an ad-hominem attack by calling those who 

quote the Bible to them: “Judaizers”. 

They might respond with the bandwagon fallacy by pointing out that they are 

simply practicing what most of the other church leaders are practicing. 

They might respond with a faulty appeal to authority, by claiming that their 

theology sets aside certain particular passages of the Bible as “no longer 

relevant to the Christian”. 

Or they might respond with a straw-man argument, by claiming that if we 

celebrate the Feasts that JESUS and the Apostles celebrated, we must also 

be circumcised or eat only Levitically clean foods. 

But you can be sure that a church leader who has abandoned the authority 

of the Word of GOD on these issues will rely on some sort of logical fallacy to 

dismiss what the Bible plainly teaches.  

So, today we can conclude: The man-made alternatives to GOD’s Feasts give 

authority to: Tradition, Popularity, Emotions, Deception, and Logical 

Fallacies; while they abandon the authority of the Word of GOD! 

And people only continue to celebrate the man-made alternatives to GOD’s 

Feast Days because they have failed to embrace the whole council of GODa, 

from the very first Hebrew word of Genesis to the very last Greek word of 

Revelation! 

  

 
a Acts 20:26-27 
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Chapter 9: 

The Deceptions of Easter 
 

Deceptions only become deadly when they are deemed to be the truth. And 

satanic deceptions that have enjoyed centuries of acceptance in the world 

become like a giant onion with many layers of lies. An onion that demands 

we peel away each false idea that cannot be found in the Holy Bible one layer 

at a time until we reach the unspoiled, pure Biblical center. So, we started 

peeling away the many layers that are: the deceptions of Easter, by revealing 

what the Bible actually records about the day of our LORD’s resurrection. 

(17) 

We learned that the Bible clearly describes how the day of the resurrection 

followed the Passover Preparation Day, the first Day of the Feast of 

Unleavened Bread, and a weekly seventh-day Sabbath; not a man-made day 

called: “Good Friday”. (18) 

We learned that when we discard the doctrines and traditions of men and rely 

on the Bible alone, we can see how JESUS actually was in the earth for three 

days and three nights, just as He prophesied. And we proved JESUS was 

crucified and buried on a Thursday, not a Friday - contrary to popular opinion. 

(18) 

We learned that the phrase “the first day of the week” is a sinfully bad 

mistranslation of the Greek words: “Mian Sabbaton” that mean “one” and 

“Sabbaths”. And the truth is, no respectable translator should ever leave the 

word “Sabbath” out of an English translation of the Greek words “Mian 

Sabbaton”! (17) 

We learned that the Greek word “Mia” that means “one” (a word found in 

each Gospel’s description of the resurrection) indicates that JESUS rose on 

the Biblical holy Day of Firstfruits; which is always day number “one” in the 

count to fifty (or “Pentecost”). (17) 

We learned that Paul referred to JESUS as “the Firstfruits of the 

resurrection”a because he knew and taught the churches that JESUS 

CHRIST rose on the Biblical holy Day of Firstfruits. (17) 

Plus, we learned how the Pharisees and the Sadducees disagreed about when 

the Day of Firstfruits was to be celebrated. And we established that the 

 
a 1 Corinthians 15:20-23 
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Sadducees were correct in their understanding that the Day of Firstfruits must 

always follow a weekly Sabbath. (19)  

Only then could GOD’s people count fifty days (from the day after the 

Sabbath), and number seven Sabbaths in their count to the Fiftieth day that 

always landed on the day after the seventh Sabbath. (19) 

And we concluded: the Pharisees were wrong when they interpreted the 

passages regarding the Day of Firstfruits to mean that it should always fall 

on the 16th day of the first month. Thus, the reason GOD never said which 

day of the month Firstfruits should fall on, is because it varies from year to 

year, just as Pentecost does! (19) 

And all of those revelations brought us to some very serious layers of 

deception surrounding Easter. Two of those layers were: the mistranslation 

of the historical sources that record the decisions of the First Council of 

Nicaea, and the deceptive scholarly term: “The Easter Controversy”. (19) 

We saw in the writings of Eusebius and Socrates Scholasticus that the word 

“Pascha” was used in the Greek manuscripts of their records, and that word 

most certainly means “Passover”. So, despite the “absurd” English 

translations that render the Greek word “Pascha” as “Easter”, we can be 

confident that Constantine and the Council of Nicaea were really addressing 

“The Passover Controversy”. (19) 

In fact, only if they were discussing Passover would it make sense that they 

wrote about the Jews celebrating the same “holy feast day”! Yes, the astute 

observer will easily recognize that the controversy must have been over the 

most holy day of Passover, because Jews would not have been celebrating a 

non-Biblical festival named “Easter”! (19) 

And finally, we established: if we are invoking the filthy names of certain false 

gods to destroy them from the Church of JESUS CHRIST, then we are 

following the pattern our GOD Himself gave us when He (and His prophets) 

named some specific false “gods” the people needed to avoid!a (19) 

And with all of those layers of deception removed, let us remember together 

how we discovered: Constantine and the Council of Nicaea wrongly thought 

JESUS rose from the dead on “the most holy day of Passover”. (19)  

 
a Leviticus 20:2, Ezekiel 8:13-14, Numbers 25:3-5 
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Plus, they decided to turn away from the Biblical practices of the Jews, in 

regards to calculating when the day of Passover was to be celebrated. (19)  

Therefore, they abandoned the lunar calendar of the Bible that sometimes 

causes the Passover to be celebrated before the Spring Equinox; and instead 

they adopted the Spring Equinox itself as their primary method of 

determining when Passover was to be celebrated. (19)  

Now, with these established facts freshly reviewed, and all of those layers of 

deception removed, we must consider: when GOD’s people observe the 

lunar/solar/agricultural calendar He established for us in the Bible, not only 

does that calendar allow us to understand the chronology of the Apostolic 

Scriptures; that calendar also ensures that GOD’s annual Feast Day 

celebrations never consistently coincide with any pagan celebrations based 

on un-Biblical solar calendars. 

Yes, the pagans always calculate their idolatrous celebrations to coincide with 

certain solar events like the solstices and equinoxes of the year, or the 

midpoints between them. In fact, many pagans call this solar religious 

calendar: “The Wheel of the Year”. (20) 

 
 

Now, the Encyclopaedia Britannica explains that a solstice is: “either of the 
two moments in the year when the Sun’s apparent path is farthest 

north or south from Earth’s Equator.” (21) 
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Similarly, the Encyclopaedia Britannica describes an equinox as: “either of 
the two moments in the year when the Sun is exactly above the 
Equator and day and night are of equal length.” (22)  

 
 

As you can see, when you compare the timing of those solar events with the 
timing of the two most-celebrated but un-Biblical Christian “holidays”, there 
is a definite connection! And the reason this connection exists, is: when the 

Church abandoned the Biblical calendar at the First Council of Nicaea, the 
process began of creating a pseudo-Christian calendar that relied on the 
Spring Equinox (in late March) to determine the timing of the celebration of 
the resurrection of JESUS, and the Winter Solstice (in late December) to 
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determine the timing of the celebration of the birth of JESUS. 

 

 

So, history records that the same Roman Emperor who decreed that 

Christians were to abandon the Sabbath of the Fourth Commandment to rest 

instead on Sun-day (23), also led the church to abandon the lunar-based 

calendar of the Bible to celebrate their holy days according to the movements 

of the sun! (13) 

And - in a very telling parallel to those historical facts – the prophet Daniel 

wrote about the man most commonly called “the anti-christ”: He shall speak 

pompous words against the Most High, Shall persecute the saints of 

the Most High, And shall intend to change times and law. Then the 

saints shall be given into his hand For a time and times and half a 

time.a  

Did you notice the order Scripture records regarding the things the coming 

anti-christ will intend to change? First, he will seek to change “times” and 

then he will try to change the “law”! Thus, as a foreshadowing of that future 

anti-christ, Constantine followed that exact same pattern when he led the 

church away from the Biblical calendar!  

Yes - even while Constantine and the Nicaean Council still spoke of “Passover” 

- by changing the timing of when Passover was celebrated, they guaranteed 

the Biblical instructions regarding how and when Passover was to be 

observed, would eventually be forgotten in the Church! 

 
a Daniel 7:25 
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In fact, because their decisions caused Passover to be celebrated at the same 

time each year as the pagan fertility festivals of the Spring, pagan fertility 

symbols and the names of pagan fertility idols attached themselves to (and 

eventually replaced) the holy name and Biblical customs of Passover. 

Thus, while it should be disturbing, it should not be surprising to learn that 

the Canadian Encyclopedia records: “According to the Venerable Bede, a 

Christian scholar, the word "Easter" came from the Old English Eastre 

or Eostre, the name of the Great Mother goddess of the Saxon people, 

who was associated with spring and new life.” (24) 

And this should not be surprising to us, because we saw last week how the 

Romans worshipped a “mother goddess” of “fertility” named Cybele in the 

Spring, and they determined the timing of her festival “Hilaria” by the Spring 

(or Vernal) Equinox. (15) (14) 

So, because many pagan cultures worship pagan fertility goddesses in the 

Spring at the time of the equinox, the Online Etymology Dictionary, under 

the heading of Easter, says: “Old English Easterdæg, from Eastre 

(Northumbrian Eostre), from Proto-Germanic austron-, "dawn," also 

the name of a goddess of fertility and spring, perhaps originally of 

sunrise, whose feast was celebrated at the spring equinox, from 

aust- "east, toward the sunrise" (25) 

And, the New World Encyclopedia states: “The English name, ‘Easter’ is 

thought to derive from the name of a[n] Anglo-Saxon goddess of the 

dawn called Eostre or Ēastre in various dialects of Old English and 

Ostara in German. In England, the annual festive time in her honor 

was in the "Month of Easter," equivalent to April/Aprilis.” (26) 

Meanwhile, Compton's Encyclopedia and Fact Index records how all of these 

pagan practices became associated with the resurrection of our LORD, when 

recording: “The church council of Nicaea (A.D. 325) decided that 

Easter[a] should be celebrated on the first Sunday after the first full 

moon on or after the vernal equinox (March 21). Easter can come as 

early as March 22 or as late as April 25.” (27)   

And they went on to write: “Our name Easter comes from Eostre, an 

ancient Anglo-Saxon goddess, originally of the dawn. In pagan times 

 
a Literally: Πάσχα – Pascha: meaning “Passover” – (19) 
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an annual spring festival was held in her honor. Some Easter customs 

have come from this and other pre-Christian spring festivals.” (27) 

Therefore, even the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association’s website answers 

“yes” to the question: “Is it true that the name Easter is pagan in 

origin?”. They explain: “The origins of Easter can be traced to several 

pre-Christian cultures. The name Easter is attributed to Eastre, the 

Teutonic goddess of spring and fertility” “…and Oster, the German 

equivalent. Eastre was celebrated on the day of the Spring Equinox.” 

(28) 

And after explaining the connection between the Spring Equinox and those 

pagan goddesses, they add: “Jesus was crucified at the time of the 

Passover; read John 13:1; 18:28, 39; 19:14. In the early centuries of 

the Christian church, the celebration of Christ’s death and 

resurrection, based on the timing of the Jewish Passover, coincided 

with Eastre’s festival.” (28) 

Then - to trace back how the problems of pagan names and pagan methods 

of time-keeping became associated with the resurrection - they summarize: 

“As pagans were transformed by the Gospel, the Christian 

celebration took the pagan name. In the year 325, the Nicene Council 

set the annual observance of Eastera on the first Sunday following 

the full moon after the March equinox (usually March 20 or 21).” (28) 

Despite the agreement we have seen so far, in recent times, even though 

many other historical facts are widely accepted even after only being 

recorded by one trustworthy ancient historian, it has become popular for 

Christian scholars and teachers to defend the origins of the name “Easter”, 

by claiming Bede was the only historian to mention its pagan roots.  

About this approach, the Times of Israel explained: “An academic and a 

Christian missionary, Bede’s reference to Ēostre (or Ostara) is 

textually unique, to the extent that many throughout the centuries 

have asserted it was fabricated.” (29) 

However, they went on to write: “It was only in the 1950s that 

archeological evidence was found supporting his claim of such a 

goddess in England. But recently, work was done at the University of 

 
a Literally: Πάσχα – Pascha: meaning “Passover” – (3) 
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Leicester on place names and their connections to Ēostre, which, 

arguably, buttress Bede’s version.” (29) 

So - now that we know we can trust Bede as a sound historian on this issue 

- we can review what he wrote. Bede explained: “Eosturmanath has a 

name which is now translated “Paschal month,” and which was once 

called after a goddess of theirs named Eostre, in whose honour feasts 

were celebrated in that month. Now they designate that Paschal 

season by her name, calling the joys of the new rite by the time-

honoured name of the old observance.” (30) 

And another well-trusted historian named Jacob Grimm records: “The two 

goddesses, whom Beda cites very briefly, without any description, 

merely to explain the months named after them, are Hrede and 

Eâstre, March taking its Saxon name from the first, and April from the 

second. It would be uncritical to saddle this father of the church, who 

everywhere keeps heathenism at a distance, and tells us less of it 

than he knows, with the invention of these goddesses. There is 

nothing improbable in them…” (31) 

Also, Grimm explained: “We Germans to this day call April ostermonat, 

and ostarmânoth is found as early as Eginhart [c. 800 A.D.]. The great 

christian festival, which usually falls in April or the end of March, 

bears in the oldest [Old High German] remains of the name ôstarâ; it 

is mostly found in the plural, because two days (ôstartagâ, 

aostortagâ) were kept at Easter. This Ostrâ, like the [Anglo Saxon] 

Eâstre, must in the heathen religion have denoted a higher being, 

whose worship was so firmly rooted, that the christian teachers 

tolerated the name, and applied it to one of their own grandest 

anniversaries. All the nations bordering on us have retained the 

Biblical ‘pascha;’…” (31) 

Therefore, the Christian apologetics ministry Answers in Genesis 

summarized: “Some scholars have called Eostre an invention of Bede 

and discount the connections, but the confirmation of Grimm cannot 

be easily discredited; nor does the quality of Bede’s other works lead 

us to disbelieve him. Grimm established a clear connection between 

the Anglo-Saxon Eâstre and the German Ostrâ. Similar connections 

are found in etymologies that describe the origin of Easter from many 

sources.” (32) 
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And the website of Answers in Genesis also correctly points out: “In the 

Hebrew, Passover is Pesach. The Greek form is simply a 

transliteration and takes the form Pascha. Virtually all languages 

refer to Easter as either a transliterated form of pascha or use 

resurrection in the name. English and German stand apart in their 

use of Easter (Ostern) to refer to the celebration of the 

Resurrection.” (32) 

The fact that most languages other than English and German still refer to the 

day of the LORD’s resurrection with words that refer to Passover is 

undeniable! And this concrete linguistic reality further proves that the Anglo-

Saxon pagan goddess Eâstre and the German pagan goddess Ostrâ are the 

contaminated sources of the modern word “Easter”! 

So, this Spring: millions of English-speaking churches around the world will 

be advertising the name of a pagan goddess, blissfully repeating the name of 

a pagan goddess, and wishing people a happy pagan goddess day - all while 

either not knowing, or blindly denying the foul origins of the name they are 

using! 

Meanwhile, our GOD has commanded: “In all that I have said to you, be 

circumspect and make no mention of the name of other gods, nor let 

it be heard from your mouth.”a  

And now that we have sufficiently traced that abominable name back in time, 

please consider: what do all of these images that come up in a search of the 

word “Easter” have in common, beyond the context of Easter traditions? (33) 

 

 
a Exodus 23:13 
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Well, the answer is: “They are all ancient pagan fertility symbols”! Thus, The 

New Standard Encyclopedia explains: “Many of the customs associated 

with Easter originated in pagan celebrations of spring. The 

exchanging of decorated eggs, which symbolize new life or fertility, 

is one of the oldest traditions. Rabbits and flowers are also pagan 

fertility symbols.” (34)  

Funk and Wagnall’s standard dictionary of folklore, mythology and legend 

confirms: “Everywhere they hunt the many-colored Easter eggs, 

brought by the Easter rabbit. This is not mere child’s play, but the 

vestige of a fertility rite, the eggs and the rabbit both symbolizing 

fertility. Furthermore, the rabbit was the escort of the Germanic 

goddess Ostara who gave the name to the festival by way of the 

German Ostern.” (35)  

And the Encyclopedia Britannica writes: “The hare, the symbol of fertility 

in ancient Egypt, a symbol that was kept later in Europe, Is not found 

in North America. It’s place was taken by the Easter rabbit, the 

symbol of fertility and periodicity both human and lunar, accredited 

with laying eggs in nests prepared for it at Easter or with hiding them 

away for children to find. But it was not until the latter part of the 

19th century, especially during the Civil War, that Easter customs 

were observed in the U.S., except in a few states, such as Louisiana 

and Virginia, not dominated by the Puritan element.” (36) 
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Truly, it is not a coincidence that: after the Council of Nicaea chose the Spring 

Equinox as their primary chronological reference regarding when Passover 

should be celebrated - the resurrection was later associated with false 

goddesses of fertility, pagan fertility festivals, and pagan fertility symbols. 

No, once the Biblical calendar was abandoned and secular timekeeping 

became the standard, these associations were inevitable. 

Thus, Answers in Genesis correctly observes: “If you were to ask the 

typical American to identify the symbols used to celebrate Easter, the 

likely responses would include bunnies, eggs, plastic grass, chicks, 

ham . . . and don’t forget candy!” (37) 

And then, they rightly conclude: “There is no question that a majority of 

these practices have their origins in pagan customs. These customs 

were assimilated into Christian practices throughout the early 

centuries of the church.” (37) 

But later they incorrectly answer the question: “Can Christians Celebrate 

the Resurrection Using Pagan Symbols?”, by saying: “Scripture does 

not answer this question directly…”. Friends, this is not true! GOD 

Himself answered the question very directly! (37) 

He said: “Take heed to yourself that you are not ensnared to follow 

[the nations], after they are destroyed from before you, and that you 

do not inquire after their gods, saying, ‘How did these nations serve 

their gods? I also will do likewise.’ “You shall not worship the LORD 

your God in that way; for every abomination to the LORD which He 

hates they have done to their gods; for they burn even their sons and 

daughters in the fire to their gods. “Whatever I command you, be 

careful to observe it; you shall not add to it nor take away from it.”a  

We serve the GOD who struck down Nadab and Abihu for offering strange 

incense He did not command them to offer! And Scripture records: Nadab 

and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, each took his censer and put fire in it, 

put incense on it, and offered profane fire before the LORD, which He 

had not commanded them. So fire went out from the LORD and 

devoured them, and they died before the LORD. And Moses said to 

Aaron, “This is what the LORD spoke, saying: ‘By those who come 

 
a Deuteronomy 12:30-32 
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near Me I must be regarded as holy; And before all the people I must 

be glorified.’ ”a  

Because He is holy, our GOD has clearly warned: “Therefore you shall 

keep My ordinance, so that you do not commit any of these 

abominable customs which were committed before you, and that you 

do not defile yourselves by them: I am the LORD your God.”b  

So, Paul, who still considered those verses authoritative, wrote: “The things 

which the Gentiles sacrifice they sacrifice to demons and not to God, 

and I do not want you to have fellowship with demons. You cannot 

drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons; you cannot partake 

of the Lord’s table and of the table of demons. Or do we provoke the 

Lord to jealousy? Are we stronger than He?”c  

Yes, Paul knew that we serve a “jealous” GOD! And Paul knew that was true 

because GOD Himself explained: “You shall destroy their altars, break 

their sacred pillars, and cut down their wooden images - for you shall 

worship no other god, for the LORD, whose name is Jealous, is a 

jealous GOD!”d  

Meanwhile, those who have been tricked by satan into believing that their 

theology can set aside parts of the Holy Bible that JESUS and His Apostles 

still treated as authoritative say things like: “Many people use 

Deuteronomy 12:1–32 to suggest that incorporating various cultural 

practices into worshipping God is forbidden. It is clear that in some 

instances the springtime worship rituals were simply adopted by 

Christians. However, Christians who use eggs in their celebrations 

today do not do so to honor a fertility goddess or with the impression 

they are worshipping God through the egg.” (37) 

Please notice: Answers in Genesis correctly identifies the rabbits and eggs of 

Easter as pagan “worship rituals” just before they try to justify using or 

“adopting” them into Christian “celebrations” of the LORD’s resurrection. 

Also, please notice: they chose to use the deceptive word “celebrations” in 

the place of the more accurate word “worship”. (37)  

And then consider the passage they mentioned in their article, where it is 

written: “These are the statutes and judgments which you shall be 

 
a Leviticus 10:1-3 
b Leviticus 18:30 
c 1 Corinthians 10:20-22 
d Exodus 34:13-14 
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careful to observe in the land which the LORD God of your fathers is 

giving you to possess, all the days that you live on the earth. “You 

shall utterly destroy all the places where the nations which you shall 

dispossess served their gods, on the high mountains and on the hills 

and under every green tree. “And you shall destroy their altars, break 

their sacred pillars, and burn their wooden images with fire; you shall 

cut down the carved images of their gods and destroy their names 

from that place. “You shall not worship the LORD your God with such 

things.”a 

Friends, the GOD of the Bible (Who never changes) specifically forbids His 

people from worshipping Him with the things that pagan nations once used 

to worship their false gods, such as: dedicated locations, altars, pillars, 

wooden images, stone images, or even the names of their idols. 

Truly, instead of giving His people permission to follow pagan customs, GOD 

said: “You shall fall by the sword. I will judge you at the border of 

Israel. Then you shall know that I am the LORD. …for you have not 

walked in My statutes nor executed My judgments, but have done 

according to the customs of the Gentiles which are all around you.”b  

And in another place, the Almighty thundered: “Therefore do not pray for 

this people, nor lift up a cry or prayer for them, nor make intercession 

to Me; for I will not hear you. “Do you not see what they do in the 

cities of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem? “The children gather 

wood, the fathers kindle the fire, and the women knead dough, to 

make cakes for the queen of heaven; and they pour out drink 

offerings to other gods, that they may provoke Me to anger. 

…Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: “Behold, My anger and My fury 

will be poured out on this place–on man and on beast, on the trees 

of the field and on the fruit of the ground. And it will burn and not be 

quenched.”c  

Is kneading dough wrong? No! Not unless people are kneading dough as part 

of a pagan worship ritual. Is making cakes wrong? No! Not unless the cakes 

are made as part of a pagan worship ritual.  

So, bunnies and eggs are not wrong in and of themselves. But when you 

ritually put them together on the same day each year in the Spring, you are 

 
a Deuteronomy 12:1-4 
b Ezekiel 11:10-12 
c Jeremiah 7:16-20 
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most definitely observing an ancient fertility rite, and angering GOD of the 

Bible! 

And if you doubt that GOD still gets angry when his people associate 

themselves with pagan idolatry, please take a look at the words of JESUS in 

Revelation, where He said: “Nevertheless I have a few things against 

you, because you allow that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a 

prophetess, to teach and seduce My servants to commit sexual 

immorality and eat things sacrificed to idols. And I gave her time to 

repent of her sexual immorality, and she did not repent. Indeed I will 

cast her into a sickbed, and those who commit adultery with her into 

great tribulation, unless they repent of their deeds. I will kill her 

children with death, and all the churches shall know that I am He 

who searches the minds and hearts. And I will give to each one of 

you according to your works.” a 

Please note in this passage, JESUS lists two sins Jezebel taught His servants 

to commit: (a.) sexual immorality and (b.) eating things sacrificed to idols. 

But later JESUS labels both of those sins: “adultery”! And the reason they are 

both labeled “adultery” is because: eating things sacrificed to idols is a form 

of spiritual adultery! 

You see, the Church is known as the Bride of CHRIST because GOD sees our 

spiritual union to Himself much like the union of a husband and a wife.b 

Therefore, when we practice rituals (or even eat foods) directly associated 

with the worship of idols, we spiritually cheat on GOD!c 

So, just as a husband would not appreciate his wife celebrating his birthday 

each year on the date of her former boyfriend’s birthday, or calling him by 

her former boyfriend’s name, GOD hates every ritual ever dedicated to the 

worship of false gods! Therefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry.d  

Now, when Paul wrote: “flee from idolatry” he did not just mean “flee from 

idols”! No, the Greek word Paul used refers to: “the worship of false gods”, 

“the formal sacrificial feasts held in honor of false gods.”, or “the vices 

springing from idolatry and peculiar to it”. (38) 

And to Christians who fell back into pagan practices associated with the 

worship of false “gods”, Paul wrote: Indeed, when you did not know God, 

 
a Revelation 2:20-23 
b Ephesians 5:31-32 
c Hosea 3:1, James 4:4-5 
d 1 Corinthians 10:14 
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you served those which by nature are not gods. But now after you 

have known God, or rather are known by God, how is it that you turn 

again to the weak and beggarly elements, to which you desire again 

to be in bondage? You observe days and months and seasons and 

years. I am afraid for you, lest I have labored for you in vain.a  

Just as we would never incorporate a witches’ broom and wand into our 

annual commemorations of the resurrection by saying something evil like: 

“The LORD magically swept death away, therefore we can use those 

symbols”, we also need to throw out the eggs and the rabbits from our 

celebrations of the resurrection!  

And that reminds me: did you know that churches are not alone in their 

celebration of Easter? No, because witches still celebrate Easter by its original 

name! On the website run by the same company that publishes books like: 

Wicca and Witchcraft For Dummies, Diane Smith lists “Eostar” (also known 

as: “Ostara”) as one of eight annual Wiccan Sabbats. (39) 

Plus, World Religion News reports: “Easter is basically the festival of 

Ostara. What is Ostara? Well first, it is a pagan holiday that is still 

celebrated, most notably by Wiccans, on March 20. It was used to 

celebrate the Spring Equinox, also known as the beginning of the 

Spring season.” (40) 

Meanwhile, because the faithful Bride of CHRIST understands Christians must 

not have any kind of fellowship with these things, it makes sense that the 

Encyclopedia Britannica records: “The first Christians being derived 

from, or intimately connected with, the Jewish Church, naturally 

continued to observe the Jewish festivals, though in a new spirit, as 

commemorations of events of which these had been the shadows. 

The Passover, ennobled by the thought of CHRIST the true Paschal 

Lamb, the first-fruits from the dead, continued to be celebrated...” 

(41) 

You see, when we peel back all of the layers of deception, we find: the 

Apostles and Disciples of our LORD would have called the Day of the LORD’s 

resurrection: “Firstfruits”, “One after the Sabbaths”, or “One in the count to 

Pentecost”.  

 
a Galatians 4:8-11 
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But later Christians who did not fully understand the High Holy Days of 

Leviticus chapter 23, wrongly assumed JESUS rose from the dead on “the 

most holy day of Passover”. 

Then, because they did not understand how to properly observe the Biblical 

calendar (in part because of their antisemitism), the Council of Nicaea led the 

churches to determine the timing of Passover by the Spring Equinox. 

This caused the entanglement of the annual Christian celebration of the 

LORD’s resurrection with pagan fertility rites, especially when Christian 

leaders decided they could adopt those pagan customs into their already-

modified faith. 

And those, extra-Biblical modifications eventually became pervasive 

traditions that modern scholars defend by mistranslating the Greek word 

“Pascha”, setting aside vast portions of the Word of GOD, and twisting the 

remaining relevant verses. 

But for those of us who actually hold to all of the Scriptures and the Scriptures 

alone, it is evident that GOD’s Feasts keep us away from idolatry in all of its 

pervasive forms! And that pure and simple truth becomes very clear - when 

we embrace every single verse of the Bible, from the very first Hebrew word 

of Genesis to the very last Greek word of Revelation!  
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Chapter 10: 

What is Spiritual Adultery? 
 

Now that we have learned the truth about Easter, we are going to discover 

what the Bible teaches about one of the most serious sins that anyone could 

ever commit; and that is the sin of “spiritual adultery”.  

Speaking about spiritual adultery, James writes: “Adulterers and 

adulteresses! Do you not know that friendship with the world is 

enmity with God? Whoever therefore wants to be a friend of the 

world makes himself an enemy of God.”a 

Now, because of the context of the passage, we can tell that James is not 

talking about “physical adultery” here; because that kind of “adultery” does 

not involve “friendship with the world”.  

No, the adultery that James is speaking of, is “spiritual adultery”. And James 

is clear that all people everywhere who desire to be “friends of the world” 

make themselves enemies of GOD! 

Now, to understand this Biblical concept, we need to recognize: when James 

and the rest of the men who penned the Apostolic Scriptures, wrote about 

“the world”, they used the Greek word “kosmos”!  

And, when this word “kosmos” is used with a negative connotation in the 

Bible, it refers collectively to all of the individuals in the world who 

disobediently follow the varied lies of satan while rebelling against the 

timeless truth of GOD’s Holy Word. (42) 

About these two diametrically opposed groups that can easily be 

distinguished by their obedience to ‘all of the Scriptures and the Scriptures 

alone’, John writes: “We know that we are of God, and the whole world 

lies under the sway of the wicked one.”b 

So, those who are under satan’s influence make up “the world”, while those 

who have been set free from that evil influence by hearing, believing, and 

obeying the Word of GOD, are no longer part of that system! 

Thus, Paul wrote: “God be thanked that though you were slaves of sin, 

yet you obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine to which you 

were delivered. And having been set free from sin, you became slaves 

 
a James 4:4 
b 1 John 5:19 
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of righteousness.”a Truly, sin is disobedience to GOD’s commandmentsb, 

and righteousness is the opposite of sin. So, those who hear, believe, and 

obey GOD’s Word are delivered from slavery to sin and the influence of satan! 

 Meanwhile - to all of the people who still live in disobedience to the Word of 

GOD - we can apply the words of JESUS, Who said: “You are of your father 

the devil, and the desires of your father you want to do. He was a 

murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, 

because there is no truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks 

from his own resources, for he is a liar and the father of it.”c 

As JESUS pointed out: satan is the father of all lying. And “the whole world” 

is under the influence of the devild, because they believe his lies, like Eve did 

in the Garden! 

Therefore, when “the world” obeys satan’s deceptions, instead of the Truth 

of GOD’s Word, it proves that they are still “children of the devil”! And, 

even while the holy Scriptures clearly instruct us to live lives of righteousness 

and godliness, the Bible also teaches that “the world” is hell-bent towards sin 

and destruction! 

So, our Brother John concluded: “He who sins is of the devil, for the devil 

has sinned from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was 

manifested, that He might destroy the works of the devil.”e  

And John also declared: “In this the children of God and the children of 

the devil are manifest: whoever does not practice righteousness is 

not of God, nor is he who does not love his brother.”f  

So, in this raging battle between Truth and deception, the “kosmos” (or 

“satanic world system”) represents those who are fighting against the 

MESSIAH, because they are still following the devil’s lies that lead them to 

violate the laws of their Creator! 

About this, Paul explains: “And you He made alive, who were dead in 

trespasses and sins, in which you once walked according to the 

course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, 

the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience, among whom 

 
a Romans 6:17-18 
b 1 John 3:4 
c John 8:44 
d 1 John 5:19 
e 1 John 3:8 
f 1 John 3:10 
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also we all once conducted ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, 

fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature 

children of wrath, just as the others.”a 

So, we once were part of the world system that follows the lies of Satan; and 

we were “dead in sin” because we walked in rebellion to GOD’s law along with 

the rest of the world! Plus, when we lived in that way, we were really allowing 

Satan to condemn us to hell, because his lies always seek to justify people 

continuing to live for the lusts of their flesh, as: “sons of disobedience” and 

“children of wrath”. 

Thus, in Ephesians, Paul described the current state of every person who 

walks according the lusts of their flesh! And, only when they repent and 

decide to follow JESUS CHRIST as their LORD (instead of those lusts), will 

they be made alive as “children of GOD”! Truly, this is how we were made 

alive by JESUS, and this is how every member of satan’s world system of lies 

must be made alive in CHRIST! 

Meanwhile, because we are now on the opposing side of “the world” in this 

war between GOD’s Truth and satan’s lies, JESUS explained: “If the world 

hates you, you know that it hated Me before it hated you. If you were 

of the world, the world would love its own. Yet because you are not 

of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world 

hates you.”b 

Yes, there is truly hostility between the two sides of this war. The people of 

“the world” who live according to the lies of satan hate those who live 

according to GOD’s Word. And those who live according to GOD’s Word hate 

the lawless actions of the people of “the world”. In fact, we should always be 

tormented day after day (like righteous Lot was) by the sin we see all around 

us!  

You see, Peter proved “The Lord knows how to deliver the godly out of 

temptations and to reserve the unjust under punishment for the day 

of judgment”c, by writing: “[God] delivered righteous Lot, who was 

oppressed by the filthy conduct of the wicked (for that righteous 

man, dwelling among them, tormented his righteous soul from day 

to day by seeing and hearing their lawless deeds)”d. So, if we think like 

 
a Ephesians 2:1-3 
b John 15:18-19 
c 2 Peter 2:9 
d 2 Peter 2:7-8 
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Lot did - and hate all lawlessness - we will never commit “spiritual adultery”, 

and side with the world in this cosmic war against the truth of GOD’s Word! 

This is why (in a very similar way) John wrote: Do not love the world or 

the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the 

Father is not in him. For all that is in the world–the lust of the flesh, 

the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life–is not of the Father but is of 

the world. And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he 

who does the will of God abides forever.a  

Friends, it is Spiritual Adultery to love the things of this world! As James said 

earlier: Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not know that friendship 

with the world is enmity with God? Whoever therefore wants to be a 

friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.b So, unless we 

want to become GOD’s enemy, we must keep our distance from the things of 

the world! But, how can we learn to do this? 

Well, Paul explains: I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies 

of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 

acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. And do not be 

conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your 

mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and 

perfect will of God.c 

Paul commands us not to let the world system that follows Satan’s lies 

conform us in any way! Instead, we should offer our bodies as “living 

sacrifices” by allowing the Word of GOD to transform our minds! And, if we 

honestly approach GOD’s Word - ready to become “a living sacrifice” to GOD, 

by obeying His Word - GOD will reveal His good, acceptable and perfect will 

for us!  

And this is wonderful news, because we read earlier: “he who does the will 

of God abides forever”d! Plus, this should remind us of how JESUS taught: 

“Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom 

of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven.e  

You see, knowing and doing the will of GOD is what this life is really about! 

And if we know and do the will of GOD, we become part of His family through 

 
a 1 John 2:15-17 
b James 4:4 
c Romans 12:1-2 
d 1 John 2:17 
e Matthew 7:21 
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the blood of JESUS our Savior! And this is why JESUS said: “For whoever 

does the will of My Father in heaven is My brother and sister and 

mother.”a 

Now I ask you: could we call any father a “good” father if he did not make it 

clear to his children what his will was for them to obey? What would you call 

a father who punished his children for things he never instructed them to 

avoid? Or worse yet, what would you call a father who punished his children 

for not doing things he never clearly told them to do?  

Obviously, fathers who refuse to clearly instruct their children regarding what 

things they should avoid and what things they should practice would be “bad” 

fathers. But “good” fathers teach their children to avoid evil and do good! 

And our heavenly Father is most certainly, a “good” Father in every sense of 

the word! He has clearly revealed His will to us! And He has clearly instructed 

us in what is good and what is evil! 

Thus, with the Psalmist we proclaim: “I delight to do Your will, O my 

GOD! And Your law is within my heart.”b Now, did you notice that this 

verse of Psalm 40 connects GOD’s will and GOD’s law together? Yes, David 

understood that GOD’s will is revealed in His law! And Paul understood that 

fact too! 

 In Romans, Paul wrote to the Jews: “Indeed you are called a Jew, and 

rest on the law, and make your boast in God, and know His will, and 

approve the things that are excellent, being instructed out of the 

law.”c  

And later, in that same letter, Paul wrote: “For I delight in the law of God 

according to the inward man.”d So, David took delight in doing GOD’s will, 

and Paul took delight in GOD’s law! And, both David and Paul clearly 

connected GOD’s will and GOD’s law in their inspired writings!  

So, what aspects of the Bible do you think can transform and renew our 

minds, so we can “may prove what is that good and acceptable and 

perfect will of GOD”?e If you guessed the Law of our GOD, you would be 

correct! 

 
a Matthew 12:50 
b Psalms 40:8 
c Romans 2:17-18 
d Romans 7:22 
e Romans 12:2 
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After all, the Bible clearly states: “The law of the LORD is perfect, 

converting the soul; The testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise 

the simple; The statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; 

The commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes; The 

fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever; The judgments of the 

LORD are true and righteous altogether.”a  

And this is why GOD said He sent His HOLY SPIRIT to us! The HOLY SPIRIT 

came to write GOD’s Law on our hearts and minds, and cause us to walk in 

His statues!b 

But false teachers quench the SPIRITc when they wrongly teach GOD’s people 

to despise parts of GOD’s holy Word - especially parts that the Apostles and 

Disciples of our LORD never set aside or contradicted in any way! 

And you can be sure that if GOD wanted us to keep days like Easter or 

Christmas, we would be able to find instructions for those days in the Holy 

Bible! But their absence proves, they are not the will of GOD for His people! 

Instead we see GOD clearly and exclusively laying out instructions for 

Passover, Unleavened Bread, Firstfruits, Pentecost, Trumpets, Atonement, 

and Tabernacles! And those instructions were never abrogated, contradicted, 

or replaced in any way! 

Now with these facts established, please remember: each passage we have 

seen so far shows us plainly: there are only two sides to choose from in this 

war! The side of the “world” that follows the lies of satan that contradict the 

Word of GOD! And GOD’s side, made up of the Children of GOD who faithfully 

follow the Truth of GOD’s Word! And you can be sure that GOD’s children 

know that their Father’s instructions are never dangerous, bad, or wrong! 

And we must remember how JESUS warned: the world will hate all those who 

follow the will of GOD, as members of His Kingdom.  

Plus, the spirit at work in the sons of disobedience (who is satan himself), 

will constantly try to lead GOD’s children back into worldly thinking! 

 
a Psalms 19:7-9 
b Hebrews 8:10, Ezekiel 36:27 
c 1 Thessalonians 5:19-20 
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Therefore, we need to test all things by the Word of GOD, to keep learning 

about the acceptable will of GOD that we should follow in all things – 

especially in our worship of GOD!a 

And - now that we understand that this is the real “spiritual warfare” we are 

involved in during this present, evil age - we should ask: Why is “friendship 

with the world” compared to adultery? And the answer is found in Biblically 

defining the word Adultery! 

The word “adultery” is always found within the Biblical context of either 

marriage or betrothal; and “betrothal” is the same as our modern term 

“engagement”. So, adultery occurs when someone who has entered into a 

marriage covenant - by, either being married or betrothed - leaves the 

marriage covenant, to be intimate with someone else.  

If a person cheats on their fiancée, or their spouse: they commit “adultery”. 

But if a person is intimate with someone before entering a marriage 

covenant, they commit: “fornication”. Both sins lead to hell, by the way - 

unless the fornicator or adulterer repents, and surrenders to JESUS as their 

LORD and Savior - but the word “adultery” in the Bible is referring to the 

violation of a marriage covenant. 

So, why is it “spiritual adultery” for the follower of JESUS CHRIST to develop 

even a friendship with the world? Well, it is because they have entered into 

a spiritual marriage covenant with JESUS CHRIST, and they are spiritually 

cheating on Him, when they grow fond of the things of this world! 

Paul once wrote: “For I am jealous for you with godly jealousy. For I 

have betrothed you to one husband, that I may present you as a 

chaste virgin to Christ. But I fear, lest somehow, as the serpent 

deceived Eve by his craftiness, so your minds may be corrupted from 

the simplicity that is in Christ.”b 

You see, as the Church, we are the chaste and pure virgin bride of JESUS 

CHRIST! And we are waiting for our Bridegroom to come, to officially enter 

our marriage to Him! So, because we are in a very solemn marriage covenant 

with JESUS - as His betrothed wife - we commit “spiritual adultery” when we 

get comfortable with the things of the world in our lives!  

And in direct contrast to people being comfortable with the compromise and 

sin of this present evil world, John prophetically writes: “Let us be glad and 
 

a 1 Thessalonians 5:21-22 
b 2 Corinthians 11:2-3 
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rejoice and give Him glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, 

and His wife has made herself ready.” And to her it was granted to 

be arrayed in fine linen, clean and bright, for the fine linen is the 

righteous acts of the saints.”a 

Yes righteous, faithful obedience to GOD’s Word prepares the saints to stand 

before JESUS in fine, clean, bright, white linen garments! But lukewarm 

compromises with the sinful tendencies of this world will leave a person 

standing in the shame of their nakedness, like the people of the church of 

Laodicea.b 

So, with this foundational Apostolic understanding of “spiritual adultery” in 

mind, let’s go back to the Law and the Prophets - to see how “spiritual 

adultery” was most commonly described before JESUS came! 

The Prophet Jeremiah recorded: The LORD said also to me in the days of 

Josiah the king: “Have you seen what backsliding Israel has done? 

She has gone up on every high mountain and under every green tree, 

and there played the harlot. And I said, after she had done all these 

things, ‘Return to Me.’ But she did not return. And her treacherous 

sister Judah saw it. Then I saw that for all the causes for which 

backsliding Israel had committed adultery, I had put her away and 

given her a certificate of divorce; yet her treacherous sister Judah did 

not fear, but went and played the harlot also.”c 

GOD said that the northern kingdom of Israel and the southern kingdom of 

Judah both “played the harlot”. And this was in reference to the sin of 

“idolatry” - which is the same as “spiritual adultery”. Plus, we also see the 

connection between “idolatry” and “spiritual adultery” or “spiritual harlotry” 

in the Law of our GOD. 

In Exodus, at the same time GOD gave Moses His Ten Commandments on a 

second set of tablets, GOD spoke about the nations Israel would conquer, 

saying: “You shall destroy their altars, break their sacred pillars, and 

cut down their wooden images. For you shall worship no other god, 

for the LORD, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous GOD, lest you make 

a covenant with the inhabitants of the land, and they play the harlot 

with their gods and make sacrifice to their gods, and one of them 

invites you and you eat of his sacrifice, and you take of his daughters 

 
a Revelation 19:7-8 
b Revelation 3:18 
c Jeremiah 3:6-8 
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for your sons, and his daughters play the harlot with their gods and 

make your sons play the harlot with their gods.”a  

To keep His people from every “playing the harlot” with false gods - which is 

the same as “spiritual adultery” - the Creator told His people to completely 

destroy anything that ever had to do with the false idols of the pagan nations 

around them! They were to destroy their altars, break their sacred pillars, 

and cut down their wooden images. 

And when GOD describes Himself as Jealous, by the way - that is not a bad 

thing! You see, it is not wrong to be “jealous” after something that belongs 

to you. It is only wrong to be “covetous” of the things that belong to someone 

else! 

Thus - because Israel entered into a “spiritual marriage covenant” with GOD 

at Sinai - in His righteous jealousy the LORD told them to completely destroy 

anything that was ever associated with the false gods of the pagan nations.  

And - since marriage is still a picture of our relationship with JESUS, just as 

it was a picture of GOD’s relationship with Israel - we must understand that 

anything that was ever associated with another god is an abomination to our 

glorious Creator! 

Imagine your spouse celebrating your birthday every year on the actual 

birthday of one of their former lovers! Or what if your spouse hung pictures 

and reminders of their former lovers all over the walls of your house! How 

would it make you feel, to see your spouse ignore your actual birthday, or 

your other important anniversaries together, all while they intentionally 

celebrated the birthdays and anniversaries of their former partners? 

That is how our GOD views pagan worship rituals that were formerly 

associated with demonic idolatry!  So, when His people mix the idolatrous 

practices of the pagans into their worship of Him - He absolutely hates it to 

the very core of His very being! 

Over and over again, to prevent this terrible type of spiritual adultery from 

happening, our LORD repeated: “You shall utterly destroy all the places 

where the nations which you shall dispossess served their gods, on 

the high mountains and on the hills and under every green tree. And 

you shall destroy their altars, break their sacred pillars, and burn 

their wooden images with fire; you shall cut down the carved images 

 
a Exodus 34:13-16 
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of their gods and destroy their names from that place. You shall not 

worship the LORD your God with such things.”a  

You see, our worship of GOD is the most intimate connection we ever make 

with Him! And when we incorporate pagan idolatry into the worship of the 

One True God, it is a constant reminder to Him of His enemies! Demonic 

enemies who competed against Him for His Bride’s love and attention!  

And I hope we can see, GOD never told Israel they could keep those 

idolatrous practices as long as they no longer meant idolatrous things to 

them. No, our GOD warned: “You shall not at all do as we are doing here 

today–every man doing whatever is right in his own eyes!”b  

Truly: “The way of a fool is right in his own eyes, but he who heeds 

counsel is wise.”c Thus, only a fool justifies adopting pagan worship rituals 

into the worship of the Most High GOD by saying “it is right in his own eyes”! 

But the wise man or woman seeks the never-changing counsel of GOD to find 

His will regarding how He is to be worshipped! 

And that counsel makes it clear: if we don’t ever want to provoke our GOD 

(Who’s name is Jealous) to wrath like Israel and Judah did, we better flee 

from all of our former associations with pagan idolatry! 

We all need to utterly destroy the things in our lives that were clearly 

associated with the worship of other gods at any time in History! And we 

must never worship the LORD our GOD with such things!  

That is why we see, in Acts: Many of those who had practiced magic 

brought their books together and burned them in the sight of all. And 

they counted up the value of them, and it totaled fifty thousand 

pieces of silver.d Even in the New Covenant, our GOD will not share His 

bride with satan or his demons, who pose as gods in this world!  

And Paul warns: You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of 

demons; you cannot partake of the Lord’s table and of the table of 

demons. Or do we provoke the Lord to jealousy? Are we stronger than 

He?e  

 
a Deuteronomy 12:2-4 
b Deuteronomy 12:8 
c Proverbs 12:15 
d Acts 19:19 
e 1 Corinthians 10:21-22 
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Friends, the Almighty has declared: “Take heed to yourself that you are 

not ensnared to follow them, after they are destroyed from before 

you, and that you do not inquire after their gods, saying, ‘How did 

these nations serve their gods? I also will do likewise.’ “You shall not 

worship the LORD your God in that way; for every abomination to the 

LORD which He hates they have done to their gods…”a  

Therefore, the Bible declares plainly (over and over again), that GOD hates 

the way the pagans worshipped their false deities. And He has specifically 

forbidden His people from imitating the ways of Gentiles. Plus, because GOD 

said He hates those things, it really does not matter if we see them differently 

than He does! We still need to put them out of His Church! 

Please remember, there are only two sides in this war! And anything that we 

can’t find in the Bible regarding our worship of GOD is from the world! Plus, 

friendship with the world makes us the enemy of GOD!  

And the Scriptures plainly record: GOD has never ever allowed anyone in all 

of Biblical history to worship Him according to what was right in their own 

eyes! Instead He has always prescribed exactly how He is to be worshipped 

in His Word! 

For example: GOD told Moses about the Tabernacle: “See that you make 

all things according to the pattern shown you on the mountain.”b Even 

Moses was not free to design things as He saw fit! He was specifically told to 

make everything involved in the worship of GOD exactly as He was 

instructed!  

Therefore, even the Tabernacle and its instructions reveal: we are never 

permitted to invent our own forms of worshipping GOD! Especially when the 

question is, can we incorporate pagan elements into that worship?! 

The histories of Nadab and Abihu, Uzzah, Cain, Jeroboam, and many more 

were included in the Bible to caution us against inventing our own forms of 

worship for the One True GOD, who is forever exalted above all false gods!!!  

And GOD is seeking people to worship Him “in spirit and in truth”, according 

to His Word! In spirit: because they truly love Him, for who He really is. And 

in truth: because they worship Him as He has instructed them to in His Word! 

 
a Deuteronomy 12:30-31a 
b Hebrews 8:5b 
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So, instead of being conformed into the pagan practices of worship that 

sprang up from ancient forms of idolatry and paganism; we must be 

transformed by the renewing of our minds - as we search the Scriptures 

daily, to see what the perfect, approved, unchanging will of GOD actually is! 

And now that we see how GOD Himself labels the incorporation of pagan 

holidays and traditions into His worship as “spiritual adultery”, I need to 

explain that even days that the world around us celebrates - that don’t seem 

to have any pagan, idolatrous roots - still have a negative effect on the true 

worship of our GOD! And here is why. 

Imagine that your Heavenly Father specifically painted eight magnificent 

paintings, just for you. And as He gave them to you, He explained that those 

eight special paintings were intentionally designed by Him to constantly 

remind you of His glorious love, and amazing plan of redemption. 

Then imagine that after your Heavenly Father gave you those very special, 

and divinely crafted paintings, He clearly instructed you to gaze at them on 

a regular basis to keep your love burning brightly for Him. In fact, He warned 

you several times: not to ignore them, not to hang other paintings He did not 

paint beside them, and not to forget what each painting meant.  

But, later - when you forgot your Heavenly Father’s clear instructions - you 

began to hang several other forged paintings, in among the paintings GOD 

gave you. And pretty soon your wall was overflowing with beautiful artwork; 

some divine originals and some were beautiful forgeries.  

But next, imagine that you somehow forgot which ones were the original, 

valuable and special paintings your Heavenly Father painted for you. You no 

longer spent your time exclusively admiring the paintings that your Creator 

and Redeemer had painted for you; paintings that were specifically designed 

to help you grow in your faith and love Him more and more.  

But instead the bright colors, and flashy scenes of the forgeries distracted 

you. And you began to prefer the forgeries, more than you even admired 

your Heavenly Father’s special gifts to you. First, how do you think that would 

that make Him feel?  

But second, consider this: what if the messages hidden in your Heavenly 

Father’s original paintings became a faint memory. And without those 

messages, your love for Him grew dull and cold. Soon, the reasons why you 

were drawn to love your GOD with all your heart, mind, soul and strength 
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were forgotten. And you found your love for the things the forgeries 

presented growing uncontrollably. 

You see, the eight special paintings that our Heavenly Father has painted for 

you and I are His Biblical Holy Days, that He Himself described in Leviticus 

chapter 23. And those paintings not only recorded the holiest moments of 

Creation and the First Covenant, they also record the holiest moments of the 

New Covenant too!  

Yes, each of those Holy Days carries a reminder of all that our Heavenly 

Father has done for us, so that we will fall deeper and deeper in love with 

Him each time we remember those special, historical days! And, our Heavenly 

Father designed us, He designed those days, and He had a specific, loving 

purpose in mind when He issued those eternally holy paintings! 

The Sabbath reminds us of GOD’s loving act of Creation. The Passover 

reminds us of His loving act of Sacrifice. Unleavened Bread reminds us that 

Love never harbors the leaven of Sin because love is the fulfillment of GOD’s 

law. And Firstfruits reminds us of the wonderful things we will inherit after 

following our risen Savior faithfully to the promised land.  

Pentecost reminds us that GOD’s Law is the very definition of Love, and GOD’s 

love has been poured out in our hearts, when His law was written there by 

the HOLY SPIRIT. And the Day of Trumpets reminds us that our Beloved will 

return at the great sound of the last trumpet to reap the harvest of the earth. 

The Day of Atonement reminds us that He will cleanse the world of all 

unrighteousness and sin, in order to be “one” with His Bride forever! And the 

Feast of Tabernacles reminds us that we will live forever with our Savior, in 

a glorious Kingdom of life, love, and His eternal law! 

These true paintings - painted by the Creator Himself - are Holy because of 

Who created them and what they actually focus our attention on! But all of 

the holidays of the world around us, cannot be found in the Holy Bible because 

they were invented by man.  

At best: they are forgeries that take our focus off of GOD’s true Holy Days. 

And, at worst: they are clear forms of “spiritual adultery”, that will provoke 

the fiery anger of our Jealous Heavenly Father! 

Sadly, when people hear for the first time the origins of man-made holidays 

like Sunday, Christmas and Easter, they often say: “But that is not what it 
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means to me!” Or even: “I don’t think about the pagan origins of those 

traditions when I celebrate those holidays!” 

But today, we have clearly learned from the Bible itself: it does not matter 

what those days mean to you - what matters is what they mean to GOD! We 

are in a marriage covenant with JESUS CHRIST, and we are not free to dabble 

in the things of this world, while we claim to be in that covenant with Him! 

In fact, if we do, the Bible warns: we will make ourselves an enemy of GOD!  

So, to avoid luke-warmness and worldliness in our walk with JESUS, we must 

always ask one important question to avoid falling into the sin of “spiritual 

adultery”. And that question is: “What is the origin of the teaching, holiday, 

tradition, custom, practice, or term I am considering incorporating into my 

worship of GOD?” 

When considering a teaching, the question is: “What is the origin of the 

teaching, and: did it come from the Bible or from man?” When considering a 

“holiday”, the question is: “What is the origin of the holiday, and: did it come 

from the Bible or from man?” When considering a tradition, the question is: 

“What is the origin of the tradition, and: did it come from the Bible or from 

man?” And so on. But, we must use this simple question to test all things, to 

see if they originated in the Word, or in the world! 

If we can find the teaching, holiday, tradition, custom, practice, or term in 

the Word, and it was prescribed by GOD - then it is a Kingdom principle, and 

it is approved by GOD for His worship! But if the origin of a teaching, holiday, 

tradition, custom, practice, or term traces back to the pagan idolatry of the 

world - then it is from the world, and it must never be brought into the 

worship of the One True GOD! 

The 66 books of the Bible then actually become the sole authority for our 

faith and practice! They become the litmus test for all of the things we do in 

our lives, especially in regards to worship and tradition! And if we do Bible 

things in Bible ways, we will not find ourselves committing “spiritual adultery” 

against GOD, and playing the harlot like Israel and Judah did.  

This is one very important way: GOD’s Biblical Feasts are part of our 

spiritual sanctification that comes from walking after the HOLY 

SPIRIT in obedience to GOD’s Word! But no one can ever be sanctified in 

this way until they accept the eternal authority imparted by GOD to every 

verse of the Bible, from the very first Hebrew word of Genesis to the very 

last Greek word of Revelation.  
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Chapter 11: 

When Was the MESSIAH Born? 

 

Before I try to convince others to never celebrate the birth of our Savior on 

December 25th ever again, I find it helpful to admit to them: “When I was a 

child, Christmas was the most wonderful time of the year to me!” 

There were beautiful decorations everywhere that our families and neighbors 

brought out only at that time of year.  

There were so many amazing gifts to open, and play with that my siblings 

and I could hardly contain ourselves. 

The season was filled with special times with my loved ones: setting up the 

tree, decorating the house, and visiting with family members who only 

seemed to come around during Christmas. 

There were special songs that we only sang at that time of the year, there 

were magical stories, piles of gifts, bright colors, bright lights, and even the 

occasional Nativity display. 

Truly, when I was a child, no other time of the year could compare with how 

special Christmas time was! 

And I grew up in a family that made Christmas-time very special! My family 

did all of those things we just spoke of and more! In fact, one very memorable 

tradition we had when I was young was: just after Thanksgiving, we would 

start building a 4-foot by 8-foot, mountain covered, 3-dimensional Christmas 

world we called “the platform”. And it often had running ponds and streams, 

tiny trees and houses, and of course an operational train set complete with 

tunnels and bridges! It was truly a sight to behold! 

So, the truth is: I had always loved Christmas! I loved the special times with 

my family, and the good-will that seemed to be all around during that time 

of year. I loved the music, the decorations, the Christmas cards, the stories 

about snowmen coming to life, and the island of misfit toys. Yes, it seemed 

like there was just so much to love about Christmas! 

But I must admit: among the gifts, the wreaths, the stockings, the Christmas 

tree, the ornaments, the lights, the garlands, the yule logs, the reindeer, the 

santas, the 12 days of Christmas, the mistletoe, and the elves that were all 

such a big part of the holiday - the nativity somehow seemed to be just an 

add-on smuggled in to somehow justify all of the other enchanting trappings 
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of the season. And even when I was young, I could never really see any 

connection between JESUS being born and all of those other things! 

 And then, one day - because I became responsible as a pastor to teach the 

truth and only the truth, as it is found in the Word of GOD - I began to do 

some simple research.  

I realized I could not find any type of Christmas celebration prescribed in the 

Bible, let alone any of the modern traditions and symbols. So, I knew that I 

had to look deeper into all of those traditions I still loved. Plus, I confirmed: 

the Bible actually does supply detailed instructions on how to celebrate holy 

days like Passover, Unleavened Bread, Firstfruits, Pentecost, Trumpets, 

Atonement, and Tabernacles; but it never actually gave any instructions on 

how to celebrate this ‘holiday’ we call “Christmas”. 

I was very careful to avoid all of the unsubstantiated conspiracy theories 

surrounding the origins of Christmas and just look at real scholarly research! 

But I found that the reliable (and readily available) information about almost 

everything we currently associate with December 25th was truly jaw 

dropping!  

Now,  before we begin to look into how GOD sees the many traditions 

associated with Christmas, and even the date – we need to discuss the two 

main Christian reactions to these revelations first. And we must do this 

because contrasting these two reactions before someone reacts to the truth 

about Christmas may help some Christians avoid reacting in the wrong way. 

The first - and sadly, the most common reaction that I have seen to the truth 

about Christmas is summed up in the phrase: “it does not mean that to me!”  

As we hear fact after fact about the history of every tradition of Christmas, 

and how almost all of them sprang up from a common, very unchristian 

source, many folks will be tempted to just dismiss all the facts by saying: 

“but that is not what it means to me”. 

 

However, as we have been learning, there are many different verses in the 

Holy Bible that make it clear: “It does not matter at all what these things 

mean to us, what matters is what they mean to GOD!” And our LORD made 

it very clear that we are not permitted to each do what is right in our own 

eyes! Instead, we must hear the Word of GOD and do it, to follow our 

MESSIAH’s example! 
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And those who understand this inescapable Biblical fact make up the second 

main group of Christians, who - when they hear the truth about Christmas 

say: “Now I realize how offensive this was to GOD!” And this second group 

always chooses to make big changes in their lives. 

The fact is: one of these responses is Biblically “wrong”, and the other 

response is Biblically “right”. And, as we proceed, we will learn which 

response we should all choose, according to GOD’s Word! 

Now, with all of this being said, let’s begin to take a look at December 25th, 

and all of the traditions and symbols associated with it, to learn what GOD 

has always known. Then, we can make informed decisions, and obey the 

Biblical command to: “test all things, and hold fast to that which is 

good”a  

Let’s begin by asking: “Was the son of God born on December 25th?” And if 

not: “Why do people celebrate the Nativity on December 25th?” Plus, along 

with those questions, we can ask: “When was the first Christian celebration 

of the birth of our LORD on December 25?” And, by answering these 

questions, we can start examining the roots of Christmas to later work our 

way up into the branches. 

Obviously, any researcher can easily confirm that the Bible never says that 

JESUS was born in December, let alone on December 25th. In fact, the Bible 

even gives several indicators that JESUS was definitely not born in the 

wintertime! 

For example: based on the average temperatures in Jerusalem at that time 

of year (43), there would not have been “shepherds living out in the 

fields, keeping watch over their flock by night.”b  

Also, travel was and is much more difficult in Judea in the winter (especially 

for a pregnant woman) as JESUS specifically mentioned, when He said: “Woe 

to those who are pregnant and to those who are nursing babies in 

those days! “But pray that your flight will not be in the winter, or on 

a Sabbath.”c  

So, Joseph would not have chosen the winter to travel from Galilee to 

Bethlehem, just outside of Jerusalem, for the census! Especially since GOD 

commanded every male descendant of Jacob to present himself in Jerusalem 

 
a 1 Thessalonians 5:21 
b Luke 2:8 
c Matthew 24:19-20 
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in the spring, the summer, and the fall; which was just a few months earlier, 

with much better weather! So, why would Joseph go to the Jerusalem area 

for a fourth time that year, in the winter no less? 

No, we can be sure that our LORD’s birth did not take place in December! 

And, as a matter of fact, we can actually calculate the timing of the 

MESSIAH’s birth based on the details Luke provides in his Gospel! 

Twice, it is confirmed that Mary miraculously conceived JESUS, by a work of 

the HOLY SPIRIT: six months after Elizabeth conceived John, with Zacharias! 

And this means, to discover the timing of the birth of JESUS, we simply need 

to trace out the conception of John, with the clues that Luke gives us! 

The first big clue is found in Luke chapter one, verse 5 - when Luke told us 

that Zacharias was of the division of Abijah! When he adds “So it was, that 

while he was serving as priest before God in the order of his division”a 

in verse 8, Luke is telling us that the division of Abijah is the foundational 

clue, for calculating the time of the birth of JESUS! And to understand why 

Luke includes this seemingly insignificant detail, we need to go back to the 

book of 1st Chronicles, to learn about the precise schedule King David 

developed for the priests! 

In 1st Chronicles 24, we see that the priests of the division of Abijah, served 

in the eighth course out of 24 priestly courses in total. And 2nd Chronicles 

23:8 indicates that the priests would begin their course on the Sabbath and 

end it on the next Sabbath. So, using this detailed information about the 

priestly courses, we can look at a calendar, and find out when Zacharias was 

serving as priest! 

And, as we briefly mentioned before, GOD commanded: “Three times a 

year all your males shall appear before the LORD your God in the 

place which He chooses: at the Feast of Unleavened Bread, at the 

Feast of Weeks, and at the Feast of Tabernacles; and they shall not 

appear before the LORD empty-handed.”b So, like the rest of Israel, all 

priests were to gather at the temple in Jerusalem! And because these were 

the busiest times of the year at the temple, all of the priests served at the 

same time during these three Holy Celebrations! And, with these details 

understood, we can now establish when Gabriel met with Zacharias, at the 

altar of Incense. 

 
a Luke 1:8 
b Deuteronomy 16:16 
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Now, to synchronize the secular calendar to the Biblical calendar and trace 

out all that we have learned, we will use a secular calendar that begins on 

the correct day for 5 B.C.. And we will mark the first day of the Biblical 

calendar, to align our secular months with the Biblical months. Plus, as we 

do this, we need to note that GOD’s Biblical calendar is first mentioned in 

Exodus 12, along with His feast days. And GOD’s first month - that He calls 

Abib - in general, always corresponds to late March or early April, on a 

modern calendar. 

On average, the last week of March is within a week or two of the beginning 

of the Biblical calendar. And in 5 BC, which is a very likely year for the 

conception of John and JESUS based on the Gospels, historical records 

indicate that the month of Abib would have begun on the 8th of April. So, 

April the 8th works out specifically for 5 B.C., and it works perfectly for the 

average time of year, for the Biblical calendar to begin. And with the 

calendars synchronized, we can begin our Biblical calendar on Abib 1, which 

will line up with April the 8th. And we can be confident that this is an accurate 

starting point. 

And with the beginning of the Biblical year established, we know that the 

following Sabbath (on the 13th) would have been when the first course would 

have begun. Plus, we will add in our annual Feast-Day-weeks, when all of the 

Priests would have served together; so we can calculate accurately when the 

course of Abijah would have served, the year that JESUS was miraculously 

conceived! 

Counting fourteen days from Abib 1, brings us to Passover, and the fifteenth 

day then starts the week of Unleavened bread, when all of the priests would 

have served together, from Sabbath to Sabbath. 

Then, from the Fifteenth day of the Biblical Calendar, we find the “Day after 

the Sabbath” to locate the Feast of Firstfruits, which begins the count to 

Pentecost! 

And, by counting 50 days from Firstfruits, we find the Day of Pentecost for 

the year that JESUS was conceived, and we have the second week that all of 

the priests would have served together marked out on our calendar. 

And - in 5 B.C. - The Day of Trumpets, the Day of Atonement and the Feast 

of Tabernacles would fall as they are shown here. So now we know all of the 

weeks that the Priests would have been working together. 
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Now, from the first Sabbath after Abib 1 to the next Sabbath, the first course 

of priests would have served. 

Then, from the second Sabbath of the year, to the third Sabbath, all of the 

priests served together for Passover and Unleavened Bread.  

Then, from April 27th to May 4th, the second course of priests would have 

served. 

And from the 4th to the 11th, the third course of priests would have served 

And from the 11th to the 18th, the fourth course would have served. 

And from the 18th to the 25th of May, the fifth course of priests would have 

served. 

And from the 25th to the 1st of June, the sixth course of priests would have 

served. 

And from the 1st to the 8th, the seventh course of priests would have served. 

And it was from the 8th of June to the 15th, that the eighth course - the 

course of Abijah - would have served! So, this was when Zacharias was 

serving as priest according to his division, as Luke wrote. 

And we can see: Pentecost arrived just after his time of service. So, John’s 

father would have served with all of the other priests from the 15th of June, 

to the 22nd of June, before he could have gone home to conceive John, with 

Elizabeth. 

Also, it is worth noting that Luke mentioned “all of the multitude of the 

people” were praying outside when Zacharias was offering incense to GOD. 

And Luke seems to be conveying by these words: a very large crowd was 

present. Which would make perfect sense if this took place during Pentecost 

week, when all of the male descendants of Jacob had to be present in 

Jerusalem! 

So, sometime around the very last week of June - just after Pentecost - we 

can estimate that John the Baptist was conceived, based on Luke’s detailed 

gospel! And, to give Zacharias time to get home and settle in, we will say 

that John was conceived on (or very near to) the 30th of June, in 5 B.C. 

And once we know that date, we can then add 6 months to it, because Luke 

twice records that JESUS was conceived 6 months later. And, by adding 6 

months, we arrive at a time period for the miraculous conception of JESUS, 



Page 162 of 270 

 

which falls sometime in the last week of December, right around December 

30th. 

So, if JESUS was conceived sometime on or around the 30th of December - 

which we have established based on Luke’s account - we only need to add 

280 days, to represent the average duration of a pregnancy. And we can see 

where that takes us on our calendar next! 

By counting out 280 days from December 30th, in 5 B.C, we arrive at October 

the 6th, of 4 B.C. as the likely birthday of JESUS. And we also see, that in 4 

B.C, this was also the first day of the Feast of Tabernacles! 

This must be why John specifically used the Greek verb that refers to a 

“tabernacle” when he wrote in His gospel that “the Word became flesh and 

tabernacled among us”!a 

 
 

Also, because Bethlehem was just outside of Jerusalem and all male Israelites 

were to come to Jerusalem for the Feast of Tabernacles, this fits perfectly 

with the recorded detail that “there was no room for Mary and Joseph at the 

“inn”, or “resting place”. 

And early October also fits perfectly with the fact that shepherds were staying 

out overnight with their flocks. Because the temperatures at this time of year 

are still reasonable, on average, near Jerusalem!  

 
a John 1:14 YLT (G4637 - skay-no'-o: to fix one's tabernacle, have one's tabernacle, abide (or live) in a tabernacle (or tent), 
tabernacle) 
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And prophetically: when we consider that the Hebrew name of JESUS is 

“Yeshua”, and it means “Salvation”, and when we understand that His birth 

took place during the time of Tabernacles, this next Psalm takes on a whole 

new meaning! 

The LORD is my strength and song, and is become my salvation [or: 

yesh-oo'-aw]a. The voice of rejoicing and salvation [or: yesh-oo'-

aw]b is in the tabernacles of the righteous: the right hand of the LORD 

doeth valiantly.c Literally, on the first day of the Feast of Tabernacles our 

eternally existing GOD, became “Yeshua” in Hebrew, or “Salvation” in 

English, and His voice was heard in the tabernacles of the righteous that 

night! 

 

So, if we can establish with Scripture alone that our LORD’s birth took place 

in the fall, during the Feast of Tabernacles, and if that fact makes sense of 

so many other verses and details, we must now answer the second question 

we asked before which is: “If JESUS was not born in December, why do 

people celebrate the Nativity on December 25th?” 

Now to answer this question, we must leave the Bible and look instead to 

History. And as we do that, we will also need to answer our third question, 

which asked: “When was the first Christian celebration of the birth of 

our LORD on December 25?” 

 
a H3444 - yesh-oo'-aw: salvation, deliverance 
b H3444 - yesh-oo'-aw: salvation, deliverance 
c Psalms 118:14-15 KJV 
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Well, the Encyclopedia Britannica states: “The actual observance of the 

day of Jesus’ birth was long in coming. In particular, during the first 

two centuries of Christianity there was strong opposition to 

recognizing birthdays of martyrs or, for that matter, of Jesus.” (44) 

So, there were no celebrations of the birth of Jesus for at least two hundred 

years after His ascension into heaven. In fact, there was strong opposition to 

celebrating His birthday in the church! 

Yes, it was not until December 25th, in the year 336 A.D., over three hundred 

years after JESUS ascended from the Mount of Olives, that Christmas 

celebrations were first recorded, according to the website Christianity.com. 

(45) 

Plus, History.com confirms: “The first official mention of December 25 

as a holiday honoring Jesus’ birthday appears in an early Roman 

calendar from 336 A.D.” (46) 

So, neither the Bible, JESUS, His Apostles, nor the early church had anything 

to do with the celebration of Christmas in December! And modern Christmas 

celebrations with almost all of their traditions and symbols, cannot be traced 

back to the Bible in any way whatsoever! But what could have led certain 

people in 336 A.D. to begin to celebrate Christmas on December 25th, and 

where did all of the symbols and traditions originate, if not in the Word of 

GOD? 

Would it surprise you to know that long before the birth of JESUS was 

celebrated on December 25th, the Romans were celebrating the “Nativity” of 

their pagan god of the sun, on that exact same day? I can tell you it definitely 

surprised me! 

In fact, Encyclopedia Britannica explains: “One widespread explanation 

of the origin of this date is that December 25 was the Christianizing 

of the dies solis invicti nati (“day of the birth of the unconquered 

sun”), a popular holiday in the Roman Empire that celebrated the 

winter solstice as a symbol of the resurgence of the sun, the casting 

away of winter and the heralding of the rebirth of spring and summer. 

Indeed, after December 25 had become widely accepted as the date 

of Jesus’ birth, Christian writers frequently made the connection 

between the rebirth of the sun and the birth of the Son.” (44) 

So even Christian writers from the fourth century onward mentioned the 

connection between the rebirth of the solar sun, in comparison to the birth of 
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the Son of GOD - meaning that they were fully aware of the connection the 

pagan world had placed on December 25th, even while they choose to 

associate the birth of the MESSIAH with it! (47) 

Plus, the Canadian Encyclopedia reports about Christmas: “One of these 

festivals, the Roman solar feast of Natalis Invicti, [which refers to 

the 'birthday of the invincible sun', which was dedicated to the pagan 

god Sol Invictus] celebrated on December 25th, may have a strong 

claim as the origin of our late December date for Christmas” 

And that Latin word “Natalis” that is referring to the birth day of the sun is 

where the word “nativity” comes from, which later became wrongly 

associated with the Birth day of the Son of GOD. (48) 

Also, the Encyclopedia of Food and Culture says about Christmas: “It also 

falls three days after the winter solstice, a date when a number of 

pagan gods underwent resurrection after the shortest day of the 

year. This includes Sol Invictus of the Roman state religion during 

pagan times, a cult associated with the deification of the emperor. 

Whatever the explanation, it is evident that the early Christian 

Fathers, in their struggle for political and psychological supremacy, 

turned the interpretatio romana (the process of romanizing foreign 

gods) on its ear by expropriating a number of pagan symbols and 

observances and providing them with new Christian meanings. For 

this reason, Christmas and especially the foods associated with it 

represent a fusion of diverse pagan strands varying widely in 

emphasis from one country to the next.” (49) 

So, there is no denying that there is a plain historical connection between the 

date of all modern Christmas celebrations and ancient Roman paganism!  And 

there is very little doubt that this association of CHRIST’s birth with the pagan 

Roman celebrations of the fourth century was intentional, and even most 

Christian scholars will acknowledge this fact openly. (50) 

For example, the pro-Christmas evangelical website, GotQuestions.org 

admits: “The association between Christmas and Saturnalia is further 

supported by the existence of another Roman holiday, Sol Invictus, 

gradually absorbed by Christmas. Sol Invictus (“Invincible Sun”) 

celebrated, on December 25, the renewing of the Sun King and was 

linked to the winter solstice. Constantine, the first Christian emperor, 

was raised in this cult of the Unconquered Sun God, and he had a 

hand in turning Roman culture toward Christ and away from 
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paganism. The first reliable historical evidence of Christmas being 

observed on December 25 dates from his reign. So, Christians readily 

and comfortably acknowledge that the date, traditions, and long-

term history of Christmas are connected to the pagan holidays of 

Saturnalia and Sol Invictus. Yet, like a family celebrating a Bible 

Costume Party on October 31, it’s the people celebrating who decide 

what the celebration means.” (51) 

In other words, they are saying that it is perfectly fine to worship JESUS 

CHRIST with things directly associated with pagan gods like Saturn and Sol 

Invictus; and they plainly stated that they believe: all that matters is what 

the worshippers decide the celebration means to them. 

Do you remember the two main reactions every Christian has when they are 

confronted with the truth about Christmas? Which one do you think they just 

demonstrated? Did they say: “That is not what Christmas means to me” 

or, did they say: “Now I realize how offensive Christmas is to God.”? 

They clearly said “That is not what Christmas means to me”! And they 

claimed that they can decide what the celebration means, as the people 

celebrating it; even if it is all based on ancient Roman paganism! But what 

does the Scripture say? Isn’t it really GOD’s will that what matters? 

Did GOD leave room for us to decide to adopt pagan customs when He said: 

“You shall destroy their altars, break their sacred pillars, and burn 

their wooden images with fire; you shall cut down the carved images 

of their gods and destroy their names from that place. “You shall not 

worship the LORD your God with such things”a? 

Did our King leave the door open for anyone to say “that is not what it means 

to me”, when He said: “When the LORD your God cuts off from before 

you the nations which you go to dispossess, and you displace them 

and dwell in their land, “take heed to yourself that you are not 

ensnared to follow them, after they are destroyed from before you, 

and that you do not inquire after their gods, saying, ‘How did these 

nations serve their gods? I also will do likewise.’ “You shall not 

worship the LORD your God in that way.”b  

 
a Deuteronomy 12:3-4 
b Deuteronomy 12:29-31 
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Does the Bible permit us to associate with any form of pagan idolatry, or does 

it command us to strictly avoid it by saying: “Therefore, my beloved, flee 

from idolatry!”a?  

As we will see very clearly going forward, essentially all of the customs people 

associate with Christmas flow directly out of pagan idolatry, GOD knows 

where it all came from, and He hates it! So, the question is never “What does 

this mean to me?” The question is always: “What does this mean to GOD?”!  

The way of a fool is right in his own eyes, but a wise man does what is right 

in the eyes of the LORD!! We are worshipping our Creator and Savior who 

knows all things, and who has said that we must hear and obey His Word! He 

has given us very specific holy days like Passover, traditions like the 

Unleavened Bread and the Cup, and symbols like the Tents at Tabernacles 

that we can read directly in the Bible! And they are clearly approved and set 

apart for worshipping Him! 

So friends, the truth about Christmas is this: we can remember the birth of 

our Savior when the Bible reveals it occurred, during the Feast of 

Tabernacles. And one day every nation on earth will be keeping that glorious 

feast, while the Messiah reigns from His throne in Jerusalem! 

About this the prophet Zechariah writes: And it shall come to pass that 

everyone who is left of all the nations which came against Jerusalem 

shall go up from year to year to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, 

and to keep the Feast of Tabernacles. And it shall be that whichever 

of the families of the earth do not come up to Jerusalem to worship 

the King, the LORD of hosts, on them there will be no rain. If the 

family of Egypt will not come up and enter in, they shall have no rain; 

they shall receive the plague with which the LORD strikes the nations 

who do not come up to keep the Feast of Tabernacles. This shall be 

the punishment of Egypt and the punishment of all the nations that 

do not come up to keep the Feast of Tabernacles.b  

And Ezekiel reveals that Passover and the rest of the Biblical Feasts will also 

be celebrated in the MESSIAH’s Temple when He rules from His throne in 

Jerusalem!c 

 
a 1 Corinthians 10:14 
b Zechariah 14:16-19 
c Ezekiel 45:21, 46:9 
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Truly, GOD’s Feasts will be celebrated in the Millennial Temple of 

JESUS, but pagan holidays (like December 25th) will not survive into 

the Millennium! Therefore, they should never again be connected to the 

infinitely holy name of JESUS CHRIST, once we have seen the truth for 

ourselves! 

And the Bible is very clear, GOD never permits people to do what is right in 

their own eyes! No, He consistently warns against such foolish behavior; from 

the very first Hebrew word of Genesis to the very last Greek word of 

Revelation. 
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Chapter 12: 

Truth vs the Christmas Tree 

 

Our ultimate authority, the Word of GOD, explains: Trust in the LORD with 

all your heart and do not lean on your own understanding. In all your 

ways acknowledge Him, and He will make your paths straight. Do not 

be wise in your own eyes; Fear the LORD and turn away from evil.a 

So often in life, we tend to lean on our own understanding of things, or even 

the thinking of other fallible people; but that is the opposite of trusting the 

character and Word of our LORD with all of our heart! 

Cain leaned on his own understanding when he presented his sacrifice to 

GOD, so the Creator did not respect his offering! And afterwards, the LORD 

explained: “If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not 

do well, sin lies at the door. And its desire is for you, but you should 

rule over it.”b  

Nadab and Abihu leaned on their own understanding when they presented 

strange incense before GOD, so fire went out from the LORD and devoured 

them! And afterwards our King said: “By those who come near Me I must 

be regarded as holy; And before all the people I must be glorified.”c  

We can see that Cain, Nadab, and Abihu all refused to listen to GOD’s clear 

instructions on how our Holy King is to be worshipped! And the serious sins 

of these individuals were recorded in the Scriptures so that we could learn 

from their errors and avoid repeating them! But another example of what we 

must never do, can be seen in a wicked king named Jeroboam! 

After Solomon sinned by mixing in pagan idolatry with the worship of the one 

true GOD, as a judgment: the kingdom of Israel was split into a northern 

kingdom and a southern kingdom! And, at that time, Jeroboam became the 

king of the northern kingdom. 

About this judgment on Solomon and the nation of Israel, GOD said it was: 

“…because they have forsaken Me, and worshiped Ashtoreth the 

goddess of the Sidonians, Chemosh the god of the Moabites, and 

Milcom the god of the people of Ammon, and have not walked in My 

 
a Proverbs 3:5-7 
b Genesis 4:7 
c Leviticus 10:3 
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ways to do what is right in My eyes and keep My statutes and My 

judgments, as did his father David.”a  

But after Jeroboam became king, he did not want the people to obey the 

written Word of the LORD by going to Jerusalem to worship, because he 

feared that they would turn against him and align with the southern kingdom, 

where Jerusalem was located!  

So, for selfish reasons, Jeroboam intentionally: made new unauthorized 

places of worship in Bethel and Dan, appointed his own priests that were not 

from the tribe of Levi, created his own holy days, and incorporated unbiblical 

traditions and pagan symbols into Israel’s worship, which the foreign nations 

around them used. 

And, after clearly labeling all of this a dangerous sin, the Bible says: Behold, 

a man of God went from Judah to Bethel by the word of the LORD, 

and Jeroboam stood by the altar to burn incense. Then he cried out 

against the altar by the word of the LORD, and said, “O altar, altar! 

Thus says the LORD: ‘Behold, a child, Josiah by name, shall be born 

to the house of David; and on you he shall sacrifice the priests of the 

high places who burn incense on you, and men’s bones shall be 

burned on you.’ ”b  

So, GOD pronounced His judgment on Jeroboam’s man-made priesthood, 

man-made holy days, and man-made holy places; and GOD’s instrument of 

divine judgment was an obedient king named Josiah! 

Plus, GOD pronounced judgement against Jeroboam for his sins. And through 

the prophet Ahijah, the LORD said: “Behold! I will bring disaster on the 

house of Jeroboam, and will cut off from Jeroboam every male in 

Israel, bond and free; I will take away the remnant of the house of 

Jeroboam, as one takes away refuse until it is all gone. The dogs shall 

eat whoever belongs to Jeroboam and dies in the city, and the birds 

of the air shall eat whoever dies in the field; for the LORD has 

spoken!”c Thus, Jeroboam (along with the rest of his house) was judged for 

his sin. 

And after completely annihilating and desecrating every single pagan idol and 

symbol in Jerusalem and Judah as GOD plainly instructed in His Word, King 

 
a 1 Kings 11:33 
b 1 Kings 13:1-2 
c 1 Kings 14:10-11 
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Josiah fulfilled GOD’s prophecy. And Scripture records: Moreover the altar 

that was at Bethel, and the high place which Jeroboam the son of 

Nebat, who made Israel sin, had made, both that altar and the high 

place [Josiah] broke down; and he burned the high place and crushed 

it to powder, and burned the wooden image. As Josiah turned, he saw 

the tombs that were there on the mountain. And he sent and took the 

bones out of the tombs and burned them on the altar, and defiled it 

according to the word of the LORD which the man of God proclaimed, 

who proclaimed these words.a  

And after recording how Josiah also led the people in the celebration of GOD’s 

Holy Feast of Passover, just as it was prescribed by GOD, Scripture testifies 

about Josiah: Now before him there was no king like him, who turned 

to the LORD with all his heart, with all his soul, and with all his might, 

according to all the Law of Moses; nor after him did any arise like 

him.b But this amazing testimony about Josiah was not a forgone conclusion, 

because Josiah had a choice! 

You see: Josiah was born into a world where compromise with paganism was 

the norm, just like it is in our world today! And Idolatry, spiritual adultery, 

and un-biblical forms of worship were running rampant all throughout the 

northern and southern kingdoms, when Josiah became king! In fact, it was 

during the reign of King Josiah that the book of the Law of Moses was found 

in the temple, and GOD’s word was fully restored to God’s people! 

So, when the words of Moses were read to Josiah, and Scripture revealed to 

him that GOD was very angry about the spiritual state of his kingdom, he 

could have attempted to justify continuing in the pagan traditions he had 

inherited from his father, by saying: “that is not what they meant to him any 

more”. But instead, Josiah humbly repented before the LORD, and took action 

to remove all of those offenses, in obedience to the Word of GOD! 

If Josiah had “leaned on his own understanding”, he would have become like 

Jeroboam, who thought politically and pragmatically to justify continued 

disobedience to GOD’s clearly written instructions on how He was to be 

worshipped. But because Josiah humbly believed the Word of GOD, and 

acknowledged GOD in all of his ways; he received high praise from GOD that 

is forever recorded in the Bible! 

 
a 2 Kings 23:15-16 
b 2 Kings 23:25 



Page 172 of 270 

 

And Josiah did not just purge the idols and their altars from Judah! He also 

abolished everything even associated with idol worship and the religious 

practices of the pagans. He cleansed the kingdom of: “all the articles that 

were made for Baal or for Asherah”, all of “the idolatrous priests”, all 

of “the ritual booths of the perverted persons”, all of “the horses that 

the kings of Judah had dedicated to the sun”, and even “the chariots 

of the sun”. 

 So, now that we have a better understanding of what the Bible records Josiah 

did to serve the Lord, and earn one of the best testimonies of any king of 

Israel or Judah - we need to ask “What would Josiah do with traditions 

like the Christmas tree?” 

 As we have already established: December 25th has nothing to do with the 

birthday of JESUS! Instead, it was actually a pagan Roman celebration of the 

birthday of “sol Invictus” that men like Jeroboam imported into “Christianity” 

three hundred years after JESUS ascended to heaven. 

So, we know December 25th is not Biblical, and it was in fact based on pagan 

traditions and idol worship; but what about the rest of the traditions most of 

us grew up with? How would Josiah - or more importantly – how would JESUS 

deal with those items? 

Well, to begin answer that question (and to learn if the traditions of Christmas 

are contaminated with idolatry, as things formerly dedicated to false gods) 

we must look into the origin of each custom, and make an informed decision 

about each one. 

So, let’s begin with one of the most universally accepted symbols of 

Christmas worldwide, which would be the obviously un-Biblical Christmas 

tree!  

Well, the first question we can ask from our modern perspective is: “How 

does a Christmas tree point to the birth of JESUS CHRIST, since that is what 

Christmas is supposed to be celebrating?”  

The truth is: no history book or encyclopedia on earth can provide us with 

one single Biblical connection between the Christmas tree and the Birth of 

the MESSIAH in Bethlehem, so: “Where did this curious symbol come from?”  

 

If we look at a literal English translation of the original sixteenth century 

verse of the traditional German song “O Tannenbaum”, we can discover what 
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ancient people were thinking when they brought evergreen trees into their 

homes. And, by doing this, we can prove beyond all reasonable doubt that 

this practice has nothing to do with the birth of JESUS! 

That original verse was: “O fir tree, O fir tree, How faithful are your 

branches! You’re not just green during summertime, But also in 

wintertime when it snows, O fir tree, O fir tree, How faithful are your 

branches!” (52) So, the evergreen qualities of the fir tree led pagans to sing 

songs of praise to trees and bring them into their home. 

And looking back much further in time, ChristianityToday.com explains: “The 

evergreen tree was an ancient symbol of life in the midst of winter. 

Romans decorated their houses with evergreen branches during the 

New Year, and ancient inhabitants of northern Europe cut evergreen 

trees and planted them in boxes inside their houses in wintertime. 

Many early Christians were hostile to such practices. The second-

century theologian Tertullian condemned those Christians who 

celebrated the winter festivals, or decorated their houses with laurel 

boughs in honor of the emperor.” (53) 

Yes, Tertullian wrote against these practices in 198 A.D.! (54) So, it is clear 

that evergreen items were used by the pagans for emperor and idol worship 

in the times of the Apostles, yet the church stood against them for hundreds 

of years! And we can see the pre-Christian history of the evergreen tree in 

winter confirmed over and over again, in source after source. 

For example, History.com explains: “Long before the advent of 

Christianity, plants and trees that remained green all year had a 

special meaning for people in the winter. Just as people today 

decorate their homes during the festive season with pine, spruce, and 

fir trees, ancient peoples hung evergreen boughs over their doors 

and windows. In many countries it was believed that evergreens 

would keep away witches, ghosts, evil spirits, and illness.” (55) 

And they add: “In the Northern hemisphere, the shortest day and 

longest night of the year falls on December 21 or December 22 and 

is called the winter solstice. Many ancient people believed that the 

sun was a god and that winter came every year because the sun god 

had become sick and weak. They celebrated the solstice because it 

meant that at last the sun god would begin to get well. Evergreen 

boughs reminded them of all the green plants that would grow again 

when the sun god was strong and summer would return.” (55) 
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Then, revealing the vast and varied dedication of the pagans to evergreens 

in the winter, they also record: “Early Romans marked the solstice with 

a feast called Saturnalia in honor of Saturn, the god of agriculture. 

The Romans knew that the solstice meant that soon, farms and 

orchards would be green and fruitful. To mark the occasion, they 

decorated their homes and temples with evergreen boughs.” (55) 

Plus, History.dot com explains: In Northern Europe the mysterious 

Druids, the priests of the ancient Celts, also decorated their temples 

with evergreen boughs as a symbol of everlasting life. The fierce 

Vikings in Scandinavia thought that evergreens were the special 

plant of the sun god, Balder.” (55)   

We could go on and on for hours, with many different sources confirming that 

the practice of bringing in an evergreen tree into the home (and decorating 

the home with evergreen items) can be traced back to pre-Christian times 

and pagan idol worship. And the first and second century church soundly 

condemned these practices! So, why do Churches and Christians all over the 

world now follow this obviously pagan practice? 

In the book “The Solstice Evergreen: History, Folklore, and Origins of the 

Christmas Tree”, Sheryl Karas accurately sums history up, when she writes: 

“During its first 300 years, the Church in Rome maintained a staunch 

position against all pagan beliefs and practices; however, many new 

and potential converts were reluctant to give up their familiar 

celebrations. One of the most popular holidays in the Roman year 

was the Saturnalia. It was a week-long festival with torch-light 

processions, gift-giving, and merry-making, culminating in a winter 

solstice feast on December 25, called Natilis Solis Invicti or the 

Birthday of the Unconquerable Sun.” (56)  

She continued by writing: “In 375 A.D. the Church announced that the 

birth date of Christ had been discovered to be December 25, and 

allowed some of the light-hearted customs of the older celebration, 

such as feasting, dancing and the exchange of gifts, to be 

incorporated into the reverent observance of Christmas. The use of 

greenery, however, popularly used to decorate homes and holy 

places during the Saturnalia, was still prohibited as pagan idolatry.” 

(56) 

But, because the Church wrongly connected the birth of JESUS CHRIST to 

December 25th (as we have already discussed), the LORD’s birth eventually 
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became connected with all of the pagan customs and celebrations of that 

time of year, especially with those of Saturnalia. 

In fact, this connection between Christmas and Saturnalia is so strong that 

History dot.com explains about Saturnalia: “…work and business came to 

a halt. Schools and courts of law closed, and the normal social 

patterns were suspended”, “People decorated their homes with 

wreaths and other greenery…”, and there was “…singing, playing 

music, feasting, socializing and giving each other gifts”. (57) 

Therefore, in an article entitled “Did the Romans invent Christmas?” the BBC 

summarized: “So many of our Christian traditions can be traced to 

Roman mid-winter festivals that a time-travelling centurion would 

feel quite at home sitting around the table for the Christmas banquet 

or joining in office party revelries.” (58) 

But, why do pagan religious traditions like the winter solstice evergreen 

decorations persist within the church today, if this information is so readily 

available now? 

Well, we can find the answer to that question by visiting the church teaching 

website “MinistryToChildren.com”. This website instructs Christian Sunday 

School teachers to explain the Christmas tree in this way. “Start by 

explaining that evergreen plants (such as Christmas trees) were first 

used as decorations by pagan cultures hundreds of years ago to keep 

away evil spirits or please their false gods. Say, “Romans used 

evergreen plants to honor their god, Saturn, and the Vikings used 

them to worship their sun god, Balder. However, even though the 

plants began as a part of idol worship they now help us celebrate 

Christ’s birth.” (59) 

And then they continue the lesson by asking: “So, is it biblically correct 

to use a decoration that was invented by idol worshippers?” After 

allowing some time for discussion read 2 Corinthians 4:4-6. Explain 

to the class that God’s ability to turn darkness to light means he can 

take something that started as an evil practice and use it for his 

glory.” Now, please let me read you the verse that they are using to deceive 

little children! (59) 

Paul wrote about: “those who are perishing.”, “...whose minds the god 

of this age has blinded, who do not believe, lest the light of the gospel 

of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine on them. 
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For we do not preach ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord, and 

ourselves your bondservants for Jesus’ sake. For it is the God who 

commanded light to shine out of darkness, who has shone in our 

hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the 

face of Jesus Christ.”a  

Nothing Paul said in this passage about ‘GOD creating light out of the 

darkness’ is about pagan idolatry, or pagan practices being redeemed by GOD 

- and I actually believe that these deceivers know that! Paul was simply 

explaining that the same GOD that commanded light into existence (in the 

beginning), also shined the light of the knowledge of the glory of GOD into 

our hearts through JESUS our Savior! 

Thus, when Paul mentions that GOD commanded light to shine out of 

darkness, he is referring to Genesis 1:3, where it is written: Then God said, 

“Let there be light”; and there was light.b  

Yet, in the same letter that website tried to twist to support their teaching 

idolatry to little children, Paul wrote: “...what agreement has the temple 

of God with idols? For you are the temple of the living God. As God 

has said: “I will dwell in them and walk among them. I will be their 

God, and they shall be My people.”  Therefore “Come out from among 

them and be separate, says the Lord. Do not touch what is unclean, 

and I will receive you.” c  

Plus, in that same letter, Paul plainly warned: The things which the 

Gentiles sacrifice they sacrifice to demons and not to God, and I do 

not want you to have fellowship with demons. You cannot drink the 

cup of the Lord and the cup of demons; you cannot partake of the 

Lord’s table and of the table of demons. Or do we provoke the Lord 

to jealousy? Are we stronger than He?d 

So, if we cannot even knowingly eat foods that were at any time sacrificed to 

idols, without provoking our LORD to jealousy, why do so many deceived 

people think they can practice pagan rituals that were once dedicated to false 

gods like Balder or Saturn?e 

 
a 2 Corinthians 4:4-6 
b Genesis 1:3 
c 2 Corinthians 6:16-17 
d 1 Corinthians 10:20-22 
e Revelation 2:14, Revelation 2:20, 1 Corinthians 10:21, Acts 21:25, Acts 15:29, etc. 
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Friends, the Bible clearly instructs us in these matters when it written: “You 

shall utterly destroy all the places where the nations which you shall 

dispossess served their gods, on the high mountains and on the hills 

and under every green tree. “And you shall destroy their altars, break 

their sacred pillars, and burn their wooden images with fire; you shall 

cut down the carved images of their gods and destroy their names 

from that place. You shall not worship the LORD your God with such 

things.”a  

Yet, despite these clear passages like the ones we have already read, in an 

attempt to justify the ongoing use of pagan evergreens in the home, the 

website Bible.dot org dishonestly writes: “Some question the origin of the 

modern Christmas tree, but to be perfectly honest, there is a great 

deal of confusion here with a number of answers proposed. 

Regardless, the Christmas tree has become a part of our season, and 

any pagan connections it originally may have had were lost long ago-

- just as were the names of the days of our week which also had their 

origin in pagan beliefs.” (60) 

This is the type of hollow deception that King Josiah chose to reject! But 

sadly, many so-called leaders in the church today put forward this kind of 

flawed logic, embedded in half-truths, to justify what the Bible flatly 

condemns. 

Did you notice that they skipped completely over the countless sources that 

confirm evergreens were associated with the Saturnalia celebrations of 

December, and even the fact that Tertullian openly opposed this type of thing 

in the second century? They are hoping that you don’t know that information, 

so they can deceive you, and pretend that there is a controversy about the 

Christmas tree’s origin. (61) 

Often times, these deceivers will point to the 16th century, and claim that 

the Christmas tree was first incorporated into the December festivities at that 

time. But that is like saying: Henry Ford invented the wheel! The cultish 

adoration of all things evergreen in the winter can be traced back in history 

as far back as there has been recorded history, and the evergreen tree is no 

different!  

And very frequently, those who desire to keep their pagan, completely un-

CHRIST-related traditions will resort to logical fallacies, such as the fallacy of 

 
a Deuteronomy 12:2-4 
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False Equivalence. And we plainly saw an example of that fallacy earlier, when 

one article compared the names of the days of the week to the pagan-inspired 

use of an evergreen tree in winter. 

While it is true that the names of the days of the week all sprang out of pagan 

polytheism; we don’t worship our God with those names! And, at this time 

in history, we really don’t have much of a choice but to use those names to 

effectively communicate with the world around us. So, this means that they 

have used a logical fallacy to try to justify their winter solstice evergreen tree. 

Imagine if I tried to tell you that: “Next Thursday we will have an event at 

the church”, but when I made that announcement, I refused to use the word 

“Thursday”? At this point in time, I would have to carry a calendar around 

with me to convey that thought to you, or count out days to describe the day 

of the event. And people would most certainly be confused! 

But now imagine that I decided to never again put up a Christmas tree 

because I believe it is offensive to GOD! No circumstance in modern life can 

literally force me to put a tree in my home. However, modern communication 

requirements at this point in time, require that we use the names of the days 

of the week.  

Also, as the old axiom accurately states: two wrongs don’t make a right! We 

could easily call for a change in the names of the days of the week, and 

eliminate their pagan roots in that way, but the pagan names of the weekdays 

can never be used as a justification for other pagan practices! 

So, we can see that there are plenty of “Jeroboam-ites” out there who actively 

seek to deceive people, so they can continue adopting pagan practices such 

as the Christmas tree; even though the Bible forbids us to follow the pagan 

worship traditions of the Gentiles over and over again! And it is also worth 

pointing out that even many non-Christians erect Christmas trees all over the 

world each year, because it is evident to them that Christmas trees have 

absolutely nothing to do with JESUS! 

And now that we have explored the historical perspective on the Christmas 

tree, I want to remind us all of another perspective that we must never forget, 

and that is the Creator’s perspective! 

The top four commandments of GOD to mankind are all about the respect 

and worship He requires as our Creator! We are told: to have no other gods 

besides Him, to never worship any graven images, to treat His name as 

sacred and holy, and to keep His Sabbath holy on the seventh day.  And 
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under that second commandment GOD uses a word that many often think of 

negatively, however it is not negative if used in the correct context! 

Within the second commandment God says: “You shall not worship them 

or serve them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God...”a  

And, in another place, He says: “You shall destroy their altars, break 

their sacred pillars, and cut down their wooden images, for you shall 

worship no other god, for the LORD, whose name is Jealous, is a 

jealous God”b  

Imagine your spouse hanging pictures of their former boyfriend or girlfriend 

in your home, keeping pictures of them on their phone, or even displaying 

objects that specifically remind you of their former boyfriend or girlfriend (like 

gifts that they gave to them). If that makes you feel jealous (and it should) 

that is a righteous jealousy!  

Your spouse has entered into a marriage covenant with you; to love you, and 

only you in a romantic, covenantal way. And anything that reminds you of 

their former romantic attachments would be an abomination to you, right? 

That is exactly why things that were associated with the worship of false 

gods must be completely annihilated from our lives! Because we never, ever, 

for even one moment want to provoke our Holy GOD to Jealousy! And If you 

still are not sure about that, please let me read you one more verse. 

It is written: “You shall fear the LORD your God and serve Him, and 

shall take oaths in His name. “You shall not go after other gods, the 

gods of the peoples who are all around you, for the LORD your God is 

a jealous God among you, lest the anger of the LORD your God be 

aroused against you and destroy you from the face of the earth.”c  

Yes, these very serious passages are the foundation of why Paul wrote: “You 

cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons; you cannot 

partake of the Lord’s table and of the table of demons. Or do we 

provoke the Lord to jealousy? Are we stronger than He?”d  

 
a Exodus 20:5 
b Exodus 34:13-14 
c Deuteronomy 6:13-15 
d 1 Corinthians 10:21-22 
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You see, once we put on God’s perspective, and we realize that we are 

betrothed to JESUS CHRIST, we can see why these ancient forms of pagan 

worship are so dangerous for us to hang on to! 

And like Paul: I am jealous for you with godly jealousy, because I 

promised you in marriage to one husband, to present you as a pure 

virgin to Christ. But I am afraid that just as the serpent deceived Eve 

by his treachery, your minds may be led astray from a sincere and 

pure devotion to Christ.a  

But unlike Josiah: I cannot personally destroy all of the pagan traditions and 

idolatrous practices you have inherited! Instead, I can only teach you the 

Truth about those things, and what the Bible says about them; and then you 

must choose for yourself if you will follow the example of Josiah – or the 

example of Jeroboam. 

And, I will concede that there are plenty of reasons to love the Christmas tree 

that we all grew up with: like the lust of the eye, the lust of the flesh, 

and the pride of life!b Yes, I will reluctantly admit, they look very nice to 

the eye, but so did the fruit on the forbidden tree in the Garden.  

And I will also admit that Christmas trees seem harmless at first glance - like 

that forbidden fruit - unless we trust in GOD’s Word on the subject, instead 

of leaning on our own understanding. 

And our GOD has said: “Do not learn the way of the Gentiles; Do not be 

dismayed at the signs of heaven, For the Gentiles are dismayed at 

them. For the customs of the peoples are futile; For one cuts a tree 

from the forest, The work of the hands of the workman, with the ax. 

They decorate it with silver and gold; They fasten it with nails and 

hammers So that it will not topple.”c  

So today, I encourage us all to think like Josiah and our MESSIAH! And I 

recommend that we all: Trust in the LORD with all our heart and do not 

lean on our own understanding. In all our ways acknowledge Him, 

and He will make our paths straight. Do not be wise in our own eyes; 

Fear the LORD and turn away from evil.d 

 
a 2 Corinthians 11:2-3 
b 1 John 2:16 
c Jeremiah 10:2-4 
d Proverbs 3:5-7 
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And, the truth is: while there isn’t a single verse in the entire Bible supporting 

traditions like the Christmas tree, there are many Bible verses that warn 

against following the practices of the pagans; and the Bible only ever 

endorses GOD’s Biblical Feasts! And this is the consistent testimony of the 

Scriptures, from the very first Hebrew word of Genesis, to the very last Greek 

word of Revelation. 

  



Page 182 of 270 

 

Chapter 13: 

The MESSIAH's Cure for Idolatry 
 

The Bible treats idolatry like it is a kind of lethal, contagious, spiritual illness! 

And, experientially speaking, it is much, much easier to contract the deadly 

disease of Idolatry than it is to be cured from its pervasive, mind-warping 

influence.  

The pollution of Idolatry can be passed from neighbor to neighbor, so GOD 

told Israel not to make any covenants with their idolatrous neighbors. He 

said: “You shall make no covenant with them, nor with their gods. 

They shall not dwell in your land, lest they make you sin against Me. 

For if you serve their gods, it will surely be a snare to you.”a  

The pollution of Idolatry can be passed from spouse to spouse, so GOD told 

Israel not to marry idolatrous people. He commanded: “You shall make no 

covenant with them nor show mercy to them. Nor shall you make 

marriages with them. You shall not give your daughter to their son, 

nor take their daughter for your son. For they will turn your sons 

away from following Me, to serve other gods; so the anger of the 

LORD will be aroused against you and destroy you suddenly.”b  

And the pollution of Idolatry can even be passed on by things that have been 

religiously connected with idolatry in history, so GOD commanded that all of 

those items must be destroyed. He instructed: “You shall destroy their 

altars, break their sacred pillars, and burn their wooden images with 

fire; you shall cut down the carved images of their gods and destroy 

their names from that place. You shall not worship the LORD your 

God with such things.”c  

But the most dangerous way the disease of idolatry can spread is when 

successive generations of parents pass down worthless forms of idol worship 

to their children (who implicitly trust them); typically, in the form of cultural 

traditions. 

In fact, the second commandment warns about the way the sin of Idolatry 

tends to infect multiple generations of a family. Because in the second 

commandment GOD said: “You shall not make for yourself a carved 

image–any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in 
 

a Exodus 23:32-33 
b Deuteronomy 7:2-4 
c Deuteronomy 12:3-4 
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the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth; you shall 

not bow down to them nor serve them. For I, the LORD your God, am 

a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children to 

the third and fourth generations of those who hate Me, but showing 

mercy to thousands, to those who love Me and keep My 

commandments.”a  

One reason the commandment against Idolatry uniquely speaks about the 

iniquity of the fathers being “visited” upon the children to the third and fourth 

generations, is because a father’s idolatry is almost always passed on to their 

children and their children’s children, for several successive generations. 

For example, Scripture records about Amon (the King of Judah): He did that 

which was evil in the sight of the Lord, as Manasseh his father had 

done. And he walked in all the way in which his father walked, and 

served the idols which his father served, and worshipped them.b  

Plus, Scripture records about Nadab (the King of Israel): Nadab [the] son 

of Jeroboam reigned over Israel in the second year of Asa king of 

Judah, and he reigned two years in Israel. And he did that which was 

evil in the sight of the Lord, and walked in the way of his father, and 

in his sins wherein he caused Israel to sin.c  

Time after time, the Bible records idolatrous men like Manasseh and 

Jeroboam passed down their various forms of idolatry on to their children. 

And it is very rare for the Bible to record any multiple generational idol 

worshippers escaping from the pollutions of idolatry. 

But, about this most dangerous and insidious form of spiritual infection, Peter 

writes: “You were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or 

gold, from your aimless conduct received by tradition from your 

fathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without 

blemish and without spot.”d  

Peter points out that we have been redeemed from all of our old, worthless, 

pagan practices, which we specifically inherited from our ancestors by 

tradition! And this great redemption was accomplished by nothing less than 

the precious blood of JESUS! 

 
a Exodus 20:4-6 
b 2 Kings 21:20-21 
c 1 Kings 15:25-26 
d 1 Peter 1:18-19 
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Thus - the Bible makes it very clear that the true Gospel of JESUS CHRIST 

demands that we flee from all forms of idolatry, like we would flee from the 

deadliest, most contagious virus ever known to mankind! But sadly, this 

message is not being taught in most churches. 

Occasionally churches teach that we can make various earthly things like 

money, pleasure, or success into an idol. And, while those things can become 

forms of idolatry, the Bible more commonly calls the love of those things: 

“greed or covetousness”. 

Meanwhile, more commonly in Scripture, idolatry is directly associated with: 

“praying to”, “making images of”, “showing undue devotion to”, or 

“attributing divine characteristics to” someone or something other than GOD! 

Now, if I honestly look back at my own life to see if I was ever guilty of that 

type of idolatry, I can tell you that I was basically born into what most 

Americans would call a loving ‘Christian’ home. 

My dear parents were devout Roman Catholics when I was very young, but 

sometime after my first communion and confirmation, they were introduced 

to JESUS CHRIST, and they became born-again Christians!  

Then, not long after they were born again, when I was eleven years old my 

parents introduced me to JESUS, and I began my own precious journey with 

my Lord. 

But even in the loving, ‘Christian’ home I grew up in, both before and after 

Catholicism, I was taught all of the basic elements of idol worship; especially 

each year at the time of the winter solstice! (62) 

We were taught by our very well-meaning parents, to write down certain 

specific prayers in a letter to our winter solstice Idol; to ask him for the 

various things that we wanted. And sometimes we were taken to the idol 

himself, to deliver our prayers to him in person. 

We were taught that our Idol had amazing super human powers: like 

complete knowledge of the morality of every human being, the ability to fly 

through the air without the use of a motor, wing, or propeller, the power to 

visit every home on earth in a single night, and even an ageless life. 

Like little children all around the world, we were taught to leave out special 

food and drink offerings to our idol, and his magical servants, along with 

more of those written prayers that I mentioned before. 
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And I should also mention that we were taught a detailed theological history 

of our Idol; including where he lived, who his magical servants were, how he 

achieved all of his supernatural feats, and even who his wife was. 

In fact, many movies and cartoons were made about our Idol each year. And 

just about everyone seemed to believe in him; to the point that no one was 

ever allowed to speak against our idol’s existence in my presence!  

So, one day, when another child at school told me that my family’s winter 

solstice idol was not real, I was devastated to my core. In fact, I actually got 

into a fight that day because I was absolutely sure that my parents would 

never lie to me about something as important as our winter solstice Idol. 

I mean, come on, these were the same awesome parents that told me about 

how JESUS was my Savior, and how He died on the cross to save me from 

my sins! But if our family’s winter solstice idol was a lie, how could I trust 

everything that they had said to me about my Savior JESUS CHRIST? 

I think that it was around that same time when I learned that the generous 

nighttime tooth idol they taught me about was a lie, the long-eared spring 

egg idol they taught me about was a lie, the pink arrow-shooting love idol 

they taught me about was a lie, and the only thing my parents ever taught 

me about any supernatural being that I was still supposed to believe in, was: 

JESUS CHRIST. 

Now - please don’t get me wrong! I really don’t blame my wonderful parents, 

for introducing me to all of these idols and many more. No - I blame the 

pastors, who never taught my parents what the Bible really says about the 

deadly and contagious sin of Idolatry, and how we must flee from it! 

Yes - I blame the compromised lukewarm “shepherds” who allow this 

rampant idolatry to go on in the midst of GOD’s people year after year, 

without ever speaking out against it from the pulpits they have been 

entrusted with! Pastors who act just like most of the leaders of Israel, in first 

and second Kings - who never spoke out against the worthless idolatry the 

people entrusted to their care, were practicing! 

And I don’t know if anyone has noticed it yet or not – but so far, I have not 

used one proper name to identify any of the idols I was raised to believe in!  

Yet, I have a feeling that you probably all know by now, exactly which false 

gods I have been referring to! Even after I have only described the practices 

and experiences I had as a child, surrounding the worship of my family’s 
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household idols like Santa Claus, the Easter Bunny, Cupid, and the Tooth 

Fairy!  

And that tells me that you were most likely raised with the same household 

idols too! Not to mention the so-called “super-heroes” of the movies and 

comic-books, that look just like a Roman pantheon of pagan gods!  

You see, parents are under tremendous cultural, worldly pressure to install 

all of these household idols in their homes - “for the sake of the Children”!  

The world tells them: “your robbing your Children of the magic of their 

childhood” - if you don’t fill their heads with myths, lies, and idolatry! But 

friends, GOD strictly forbids Idolatry! He strictly forbids bearing false witness! 

And His Word repeatedly instructs us to reject myths and fables! 

About Idolatry, GOD has said: “You shall not bow down to their gods, 

nor serve them, nor do according to their works; but you shall utterly 

overthrow them and completely break down their sacred pillars.”a 

And: “Flee from idolatry.”b  

About lying, it is written: “All liars shall have their part in the lake which 

burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death.”c And: “Do 

not lie to one another, since you have put off the old man with his 

deeds”d  

And about Myths, Paul instructed his beloved pupil Timothy to: “reject 

profane and old wives’ fables”e Plus - that word translated here as 

“Fables”, is actually the same Greek word that we get the English word 

“Myths” from! (63) 

And Paul uses this same word for “myth” again, in his second letter to 

Timothy, when he warned: “For the time will come when they will not 

endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because 

they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; 

and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside 

to fables (or myths).”f  

So, myths and Idolatry - along with all lying - are to be strictly avoided by 

the follower of JESUS! Yet all around us, just as Paul prophesied, these 
 

a Exodus 23:24 
b 1 Corinthians 10:14 
c Revelation 21:8 
d Colossians 3:9 
e 1 Timothy 4:7 
f 2 Timothy 4:3-4 
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modern mythical idols are being reinforced in just about every form of media 

- in movies, in cartoons, in newspapers, in books, in schools, on television, 

and sadly even in some churches!  

And many parents are afraid to tell their children the whole truth about these 

things, because they don’t want their child to be the one who speaks the 

truth to someone else’s offspring! 

In fact, even many well-meaning and sincere Christian parents would say 

that they don’t want their son or daughter acting like a “Little John the 

Baptist”, as they explain to all of their classmates how these things their 

parents are actively teaching them are a lie. So, they are faced with a very 

challenging dilemma about how to end the cycle of deception and Idolatry, 

without creating anarchy and tension in all of their child’s social circles. 

Well - later on we will learn all about the MESSIAH’s Cure for Idolatry - 

but before we do, we must look deeper into the many diverse, worldly 

pressures that parents face, in regards to these issues. 

One mother writes: “My very sensitive 8-year-old son asked me today 

if the tooth fairy really exists. He wanted to know if I was the one 

putting the money under his pillow, which I denied. I asked him the 

reason for his question and he told me that most of the kids in his 

classroom have told him that the tooth fairy doesn't exist. His 

response to his friends was that his mother (me) is not a liar, so his 

friends told him "Well, we think your mother is lying." (64)  

“After a minute I understood that my son was at a disadvantage and 

could probably be teased in the future, so I told him the truth, to 

which he responded with tears of disappointment. He couldn't 

believe that all this time there was no tooth fairy. Or he was probably 

crying because I made him believe in something that doesn't exist. 

In my attempt to calm him down I kind of fell into my own trap, I told 

him that I put the money under his pillow a couple of times, but I 

don't know who did the other times.” (64) 

“He also believes in Santa; even though I told him, when he was two, 

that Santa Claus existed but he died and whoever he sees as Santa is 

a man wearing a costume. He was ok with that, but many 

Christmas[es] went by and he heard from friends and family about 

what was Santa bringing them [sic], and naturally he started 

believing. I went with the flow, mostly because I was concerned 
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about him telling other children about that Santa was a myth. [sic]” 

(64) 

Did you notice at the beginning of her statement, this mother explained that 

her son directly asked if she was the one putting money under his pillow, and 

she flatly denied it?  

Later - this confused woman accidently said something very true and very 

wise about her situation, after she decided to deceive her child again, to 

comfort him. She said: “In my attempt to calm him down I kind of fell 

into my own trap”. 

She very accurately summed up her entire situation when she labeled it a 

trap, because she truly had fallen into a very dark and sinister trap designed 

by the subtle serpent himself. 

Sir Walter Scott once wrote: “O what a tangled web we weave, when 

first we practice to deceive”! And - because this poor mother was tricked 

by satan into teaching her son that there was such a thing as a “tooth fairy”, 

she was later cornered into lying to him over and over again. 

In the middle of her story she also theorized: “he was probably crying 

because I made him believe in something that doesn't exist”. How did 

she make him believe in something that did not exist? If you read her words 

very carefully, she actually seems to be avoiding ever directly admitting to 

herself that she was really lying to her son - as the other children at school 

had correctly concluded! 

Obviously - she was lying to her son! Yet even at the end of her letter, she 

whitewashed her continued deception about Santa, by relabeling it as simply 

“going with the flow”. And she attempted to justify this particular ongoing 

sin by saying: “mostly because I was concerned about him telling 

other children about that Santa was a myth”. 

You see, satan has convinced parents everywhere to lie to their own children 

about Santa, the Tooth Fairy, Cupid, the Easter Bunny, and more! And 

parents even go to great lengths to keep the deception up, by eating the 

sacrificial cookies and drinking the sacrificial milk! 

Meanwhile - about those seemingly harmless gifts left out for Santa - the 

next time you see the cookies and the milk with the cute little note, perhaps 

we might all want to remember this next passage from Ezekiel.  
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Our GOD once said: “Do not pray for this people, nor lift up a cry or 

prayer for them, nor make intercession to Me; for I will not hear you. 

“Do you not see what they do in the cities of Judah and in the streets 

of Jerusalem? “The children gather wood, the fathers kindle the fire, 

and the women knead dough, to make cakes for the queen of heaven; 

and they pour out drink offerings to other gods, that they may 

provoke Me to anger.”a  

I challenge anyone to prove from Scripture that GOD sees a difference 

between baking cakes for the queen of heaven and baking cookies for Santa! 

You see, at the very minimum: this kind of ritual is a distraction from the 

devotion every parent should be instilling in their child towards JESUS 

CHRIST! But the fact is, I am willing to state very confidently that our GOD 

perceives those plates and those cups as a form of abominable idolatry! 

However, parents are not alone in perpetuating this demonic propaganda.  

Even the United States Post Office explains: “As much as history reveals, 

the Postal Service began receiving letters to Santa Claus more than 

100 years ago. However, its involvement was made official when in 

1911 Postmaster General Frank Hitchcock authorized local 

Postmasters to allow postal employees and citizens to respond to the 

ever growing number of letters received every holiday season.” (65) 

And the North American Aerospace Defense Command, otherwise known as 

NORAD, also perpetuates this lie. They state on their website: “Today, 

through satellite systems, high-powered radars and jet fighters, 

NORAD tracks Santa Claus as he makes his Yuletide journey around 

the world.” (66)  

Also - many thousands of public schools encourage children to write letters 

to Santa - as seen in this particular school in Arkansas. And an Arkansas 

Online article explains: “Santa likely got a few chuckles when he read 

the letters from some Vilonia Elementary School students this year. 

From Germ-X to a flat-screen television, the children had definite 

ideas about what they hoped Santa would leave them under the tree 

this morning. Vilonia Elementary School Principal Kelly Walters said 

individual teachers used the letters-to-Santa assignment as part of 

the school’s writing program.” (67) 

 
a Jeremiah 7:16-18 
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But of course - over in Georgia - we see an example of how JESUS is un-

welcome in America’s classrooms - when the East Lake Elementary School 

wrote: “You are hereby directed to remove all items which contain 

religious symbols, such as crosses, printed bibles, angels, bible 

verses, printed prayers, and biblical quotations from the common 

areas, hallways, classrooms, and office of East Lake Elementary 

School” And: “…religious and biblical references should not be 

included in notes to parents, email signature lines, or any other 

correspondence sent on behalf of East Lake Elementary School.” (68) 

So, JESUS is strictly forbidden while santa is gleefully reinforced! And - 

because of this satanic, culture-wide, deceptive mass-hypnosis - parents, 

families, churches, pastors, and every other member of society is pressured 

into “going with the flow”! Plus, anyone who goes against that demonic 

flow, by raising their children in truth - and only truth - is ostracized and 

demonized unfairly! 

The worldly pagan worldview all around us claims that children need to be 

protected from the truth that will set them free! Which is why they are not 

taught about GOD, the Bible, or JESUS CHRIST in public schools. However, 

the Bible teaches us that it is the parent’s primary responsibility to train up 

their children in the truth of GOD’s Word, while protecting them against the 

bondage of deception at all costs. 

So - while the Apostle John would say: “I have no greater joy than to hear 

that my children walk in truth.”a - the world around us would say: “I have 

no greater joy that to watch my children walk in lies – like Santa!”  

And countless hours each year are spent convincing little children that an 

ageless, all-knowing, gift-giver, can travel to each home on the planet in one 

night! 

It is an undeniable Biblical fact that “...the whole world lies under the 

sway of the wicked one.”b And, JESUS said: “He who is not with Me is 

against Me, and he who does not gather with Me scatters abroad.”c 

So which side of the equation do you think the cultural pressure to conform 

to these deceptive idolatrous myths is coming from? 

 
a 3 John 1:4   
b 1 John 5:19 
c Matthew 12:30 
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You see, all Idols have these following things in common, regardless of 

whether they were Canaanite idols or “American Idols”: they are all based on 

lies, they are all detestable in the eyes of our holy GOD, they are all forbidden 

to all of GOD’s people, they should all be detestable in our eyes, and they are 

all meant to compete against GOD, for our attention, devotion, and love. 

Whether we are speaking of Baal or Santa - both are based in lies! Is there 

really a jolly old man from the north pole who knows what you are thinking, 

or if you have been good or bad? Well, baal is just as made up as santa, 

because Baal was a deceptive demonic creation, just as Santa was! And there 

really is no demonstrable difference in how people worshipped Baal compared 

to how they worship Santa! 

Pagans made up stories about Baal, just like pagans still make up stories 

about Santa. Pagans created images of Baal, just like pagans still create 

images of Santa. Pagans prayed to Baal, just like pagans still pray to Santa. 

And pagans made food sacrifices to Baal, just like how pagans still make food 

sacrifices to Santa.  

Yet, even as they continued to worship the GOD of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob 

- when Israel also got involved in Baal worship - the Bible records: “They 

invited the people to the sacrifices of their gods, and the people ate 

and bowed down to their gods. So Israel was joined to Baal of Peor, 

and the anger of the LORD was aroused against Israel. Then the LORD 

said to Moses, “Take all the leaders of the people and hang the 

offenders before the LORD, out in the sun, that the fierce anger of the 

LORD may turn away from Israel.”a  

Truly, the Bible makes it clear that we cannot allow any idolatry into our lives 

if we are to stand before our Holy GOD and actually serve Him! And, when it 

comes to these false gods of this age, we must think like Elijah and say: 

“How long will you falter between two opinions? If the LORD is God, 

follow Him; but if Baal, follow him.”b  

We serve a jealous and holy GOD who will not share His glory with these 

demonic false gods! So, we need to think like JESUS, who said: “No servant 

can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the 

other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other...”c  

 
a Numbers 25:2-4 
b 1 Kings 18:21 
c Luke 16:13 
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And JESUS also said that the first and greatest commandment is: “You shall 

love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with 

all your mind, and with all your strength.”a So how much of your heart, 

mind, soul, or strength should be left to love anything other than GOD, if you 

are loving GOD with all of each of these four fundamental components of 

your being? 

Obviously, none! And this is why Idolatry is so dangerous! Because it 

undermines the singularity of our focus on GOD, and the authenticity of our 

love for Him.  

GOD must be our exclusive, all-consuming, first love; then all of our love for 

everyone else will flow out from our loving, obedient relationship with GOD 

who created all things! But Idolatry corrupts that starting point, and it divides 

our attention, so that our love is not channeled exclusively through the reality 

of our great Creator! 

So, we have learned that Idolatry is like a contagious disease, and we can 

become infected by our neighbors, our spouses, things associated with 

Idolatry, and even our families! Therefore, we must be very careful to avoid 

close contact with all forms of idolatry. 

We learned that parents are under constant pressure from the world’s 

satanically inspired culture to reinforce certain lies, repackaged as fairy tales 

and myths; which are actually full-blown forms of idol worship, just like the 

worship of Baal in the Bible. 

And we saw that it is celebrated and encouraged within the world’s demonic 

system to deceive children, and promote things everyone knows to be false; 

while provable, historical facts about the one true GOD are treated as 

“forbidden speech”, and the Bible is treated as toxic. 

But now as we wrap up our time - I will finally reveal the MESSIAH’s Cure for 

the disease of Idolatry - guaranteed to eliminate all chances of re-infection. 

And this cure will even prevent every dreaded confrontation parents might 

be concerned about in their child’s social circles; confrontations that could 

occur when parents raise their children in GOD’s truth, and they share that 

truth with others. 

 
a Mark 12:30 
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Our GOD has clearly commanded: “Come out from among them and be 

separate, says the Lord. Do not touch what is unclean, and I will 

receive you.”a   

So, it is not enough to simply stop your family from touching the things 

associated with Idolatry! No, GOD has said: we must also come out from 

among the Idolaters, and be separate from them! And we will do this 

willingly, only when we agree with GOD, that Idolatry is like a dangerous, 

highly-contagious, spiritual disease! 

Therefore - you may come from a pagan home, but you no don’t have to be 

around the pagans on their anti-biblical holy days. You may work with pagans 

at the office, but that does not mean that you worship GOD in the same ways 

they do. You may eat in the same restaurant as a pagan, but that does not 

mean you go to the same church. And you might shop with pagans in the 

market place, but that does not mean that you would entrust pagans to 

educate your children. 

Would King David choose to send his children off to a pagan Philistine school, 

or would the Apostle Peter send his children off to a pagan Roman School? 

Parents have one of the most important jobs in the world, as they raise their 

children up in the training and admonition of the LORD! And once we realize 

that the vast majority of schools in America are teaching the direct opposite 

of GOD’s Word, that should eliminate them as an option! 

The fact is, that only when we send our children off to a pagan school with 

people who believe things that contradict the Bible, will there be a concern 

about our children telling other kids the truth! But if we ensure that our 

children are most frequently in situations where everyone else sees Idolatry 

the same way we do, then there won’t be a problem when our children discuss 

GOD’s truth! 

So, in love for GOD, we must first: come out from among those who do not 

know GOD, and those who do not obey the gospel of our LORD JESUS CHRIST 

- to be a separate and holy people to our LORD! And then we must make 

sure that we never again come in contact with the things stained with the 

uncleanness of Idolatry; if we are to be the obedient children of GOD, we 

were called to be! 

And because the best way to avoid the pollutions of idolatry is to celebrate 

GOD’s Biblical Feast Days: GOD rebuked everyone who ever abandoned 

 
a 2 Corinthians 6:17 
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His Feasts, just as He rebuked everyone who turned from Him to 

worship Idols! And this is the consistent testimony of the Bible, from the 

very first Hebrew word of Genesis to the very last Greek word of Revelation. 
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Chapter 14: 

Feasts or Fakes and the Coming Judgment 

 

The foundational difference between a sinner and a saint is this: a saint 

consistently does what is right in the eyes of the LORDa, but a sinner 

ultimately does what is right in their own eyesb. Sinners might decide that 

their own opinions or those of their family, culture, nation, or favorite false 

teachers are right. But in the end, every sinner somehow makes the 

understanding of man their deciding standard regarding what is morally right 

or wrong. 

Yes, sinners violate GOD’s commandments because they have been 

conformed to the disobedient, unbiblical messages of the world around them. 

And this occurs when they succumb to the pressures, perceptions, and 

pleasures of the various pagan traditions, doctrines, and cultures they were 

born into.  

On the other hand, saints are those who have been rescued from the deceived 

thinking of the world, in order to be renewed and transformed through 

constant submissive contemplation of GOD’s Word which reveals “the good, 

acceptable, and perfect will of GOD” to mankind.c 

Every saint must rely on all of the Bibled and the Bible alonee to define what 

is morally right and what is morally wrong. And they must steadfastly resist 

the persistent pressures that ceaselessly try to drag them back into the 

raging, unruly sea of error they previously escaped from. 

Meanwhile, the spiritual boundary between the sinner and the saint will 

always be, the commandments of the Creator contained in His Word, 

commandments based on what is right in the eyes of the LORD. Thus, to 

become a saint, every sinner must first accept the fact that only GOD has the 

right to define what is morally right and what is morally wrong. 

Then, when a sinner repents and submits to GOD’s divine authority that 

defines exactly what sin is and why its punishment must always be death, 

they will call on the name of JESUS to have their sins forgiven through the 

power of His cross. 

 
a 1 Kings 15:11 
b Numbers 15:39 
c Romans 12:2 
d 2 Timothy 3:16-17 
e Proverbs 30:6, Deuteronomy 12:32 
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Scripture makes it abundantly clear, only JESUS has the power to rescue the 

sinner from the deadly waters of sin! However, JESUS never rescues anyone 

until they hear His Word and recognize their need to be rescued.  

Likewise, JESUS only rescues those who agree that He is LORD over all of His 

creation, and His Word is the final, unquestionable authority that He will use 

to judge every thought, word, and deed. 

In other words, no true saint can ever question GOD’s eternal right to 

command obedience and sovereignly define the boundary between sin and 

righteousness. And those who believe they are saints, while not submitting 

to GOD’s moral decrees will one day hear JESUS say: “I never knew you; 

depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!”a  

Therefore, we must never forget that the Bible describes those who “practice 

lawlessness” as people who “walk according to the dictates of their 

own hearts”b. But the Bible describes the righteous as people who “do what 

is right in the eyes of the LORD”c. 

And we must not forget those two very important phrases because we see 

one of them used by GOD when He warned: “This is what I commanded 

them, saying, ‘Obey My voice, and I will be your God, and you shall 

be My people. And walk in all the ways that I have commanded you, 

that it may be well with you.’ Yet they did not obey or incline their 

ear, but followed the counsels and the dictates of their evil hearts, 

and went backward and not forward. Since the day that your fathers 

came out of the land of Egypt until this day, I have even sent to you 

all My servants the prophets, daily rising up early and sending them. 

Yet they did not obey Me or incline their ear, but stiffened their neck. 

They did worse than their fathers.”d  

GOD never tells us to listen to our hearts, the world, our families, or man’s 

opinions! No, GOD consistently and unchangingly commands us to listen to 

and obey His voice! He warns: there are eternal flames and terrifying curses 

prepared for those who refuse to hear His voice, even as there is eternal life 

filled with wonderful blessings prepared for those who hear His word and put 

it into practice! 

 
a Matthew 7:23 
b Jeremiah 16:10-13 
c Deuteronomy 13:17-18 
d Jeremiah 7:23-26 
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And because His voice is the dividing line between heaven and hell, JESUS 

said: “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me. 

And I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish”a  

Those who don’t listen to the MESSIAH’s voice will perish in the flames of 

Hell, just as all those who don’t “follow Him” will perish. But if we listen to 

Him, know Him, and follow Him, He will give us the gift of eternal life in His 

kingdom, and we will never experience the “second death” known as “Hell”. 

Meanwhile, long before our LORD said the words of John chapter 10, He 

declared: “Because they have forsaken My law which I set before 

them, and have not obeyed My voice, nor walked according to it, but 

they have walked according to the dictates of their own hearts and 

after the Baals which their fathers taught them, therefore thus says 

the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: Behold, I will feed them, this 

people, with wormwood, and give them water of gall to drink.”b  

Brothers and Sisters, if you search your English translations of the Scriptures 

for the word “Wormwood”, or if you search for the equivalent words in Greek 

and Hebrew, you will see: the Book of Revelation includes the name 

“Wormwood” in the description of the third trumpet because GOD will be 

judging the earth for consistently refusing to listen to His voice! 

 
a John 10:27-28a 
b Jeremiah 9:13-15 
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Yes, because the inhabitants of the world will stubbornly persist in “doing 

what is right in their own eyes”a, by the time of the end, GOD will send 

them “Wormwood” to drink, and “many men will die because of the 

waters”.b 

The judgments of the Book of Revelation should cause mankind to repent, to 

turn from their worthless idols, and finally listen to GOD’s voice! But sadly, 

those judgments will not achieve that result. Therefore, the bitter waters 

Wormwood created will spread until all of the fresh waters sources of the 

earth will be severely contaminated. 

This spreading pollution is thoroughly described by the third bowl judgment. 

But chronologically after that terrible judgment occurs, Scripture reports: But 

the rest of mankind, who were not killed by these plagues, did not 

repent of the works of their hands, that they should not worship 

demons, and idols of gold, silver, brass, stone, and wood, which can 

neither see nor hear nor walk.c  

You see, the Bible does not agree with the modern lie that idolatry was only 

a literal problem in the times of the prophets! No, the Bible teaches that 
 

a Deuteronomy 12:8, Judges 17:5-6 
b Revelation 8:11 
c Revelation 9:20 
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idolatry will still be an exceedingly sinful, global problem right up until the 

time when JESUS returns. 

For this reason and many more, I beg you in the name of our LORD JESUS 

CHRIST, please make sure you never evaluate days like Sunday, Christmas, 

and Easter through your own eyes or the eyes of any other human being! 

Assessing these days through anyone else’s eyes except the LORD’s can lead 

to eternal judgment! So please remember: GOD’s perception of them is the 

only viewpoint that matters! 

GOD knows that He set the seventh day of the week aside as holy, not the 

first.a Also, GOD knows that He commanded us to rest and assemble with His 

people on His Sabbath day.b  

And we can prove this because, when the Word became flesh, He kept the 

Sabbath holy on the seventh day of each week.c And His disciples even kept 

the Sabbath as His body lay in the tomb.d 

Meanwhile, GOD knows how “Sunday” got its name. He knows and 

remembers when Constantine the sun-worshipper wrote his pagan edict 

calling Sunday “the venerable day of the sun”. GOD knows “Sunday” was a 

day dedicated to the sun specifically by sun worshippers. And He has 

commanded us to avoid every practice and every object ever associated with 

the worship of false gods, such as the setting aside of a day each week 

dedicated to the sun god. 

 
a Genesis 2:3 
b Leviticus 23:3 
c Luke 4:16 
d Luke 23:56 
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Likewise, GOD knows that He gave us clear, written, and perfectly preserved 

instructions for Passover, Unleavened Bread, and Firstfruits in the Spring. 

And He remembers that He never instructed us to change the names of those 

days or the times when they occur.  

So, when the Word became flesh, He kept Passover, Unleavened Bread, and 

Firstfruits according to the Gospels. Likewise, His disciples kept those days 

and wrote about them in their epistles, even to Gentile churches.a 

Meanwhile, GOD knows where the name “Easter” came from.b He remembers 

where all of the pagan traditions developed and which false gods were being 

worshipped with those names and those traditions. And He repeatedly warns 

us to flee from every idolatrous practice, while we hold fast to His Word and 

obey His voice. 

 
a 1 Corinthians 5:7-8, 1 Corinthians 16:8 
b https://studybible.info/vines/Easter 
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GOD knows how Constantine encouraged the Church to abandon GOD’s 

instructions for calculating when Passover was to be celebrated. He knows 

how the sun worshipper Constantine led the Church to look to the solar event 

known as the Spring Equinox instead of the Bible for the timing of the Feast. 

And GOD remembers how Constantine shamefully wrote that Christians 

should have nothing in common with the “detestable Jewish crowd”, even 

while the Jews were keeping the Feast at the proper time. 
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Yes, GOD knows how Constantine and the Papacy sought to “change times 

and laws”, and how most of the Church is now following those false prophets 

into sin just as Israel once followed Jeroboam. GOD knows all about the false 

gods that the pagans worshipped, and He is reminded of those false gods 

every time His people keep those pagan traditions. 

Yes, in GOD’s eyes, when Christians use eggs, rabbits, sunrise services, and 

the name Easter to celebrate in the Spring it is a complete abomination in 

His sight! And this is most certainly true because GOD knows where all of 

those things originated, and who they were originally dedicated to! So, they 

represent what the Bible calls spiritual “adultery”.a 

Or said in another way, when a Christian participates in any tradition that 

came from idol worship instead of the Bible, JESUS sees those traditions as 

essentially “cheating on Him”.b How would any faithful married person feel if 

their spouse gleefully committed adultery at least three times each year? Now 

imagine the innocent spouse is omniscient, so they can see every devastating 

detail of that infidelity.  

 
a Jeremiah 3:9  
b Ezekiel 14:13-14 
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Then, once you feel the gut-wrenching disgust and marriage-destroying 

indignation this question is meant to elicit, you have tasted a tiny fraction of 

just how much these things offend the LORD!a 

Therefore, our GOD has warned: “You shall burn the carved images of 

their gods with fire; you shall not covet the silver or gold that is on 

them, nor take it for yourselves, lest you be snared by it; for it is an 

abomination to the LORD your God. “Nor shall you bring an 

abomination into your house, lest you be doomed to destruction like 

it. You shall utterly detest it and utterly abhor it, for it is an accursed 

thing.”b  

Any Christian with a truly Biblical perspective can see: GOD hates idolatry 

like a faithful spouse hates adultery! c Therefore, when we see idolatry 

through GOD’s eyes, we would rather be cast into a raging fiery furnace 

before bowing down to a graven image. We would rather starve to death 

before eating the king’s delicacies that were sacrificed to his idol. And we 

would rather face a den of lions before praying to a false god.  

Meanwhile, even when our LORD knew visiting Jerusalem would lead to His 

death, He faithfully went up to celebrate Tabernaclesd and later Passover!e 

And Scripture very obviously associates the LORD’s death, burial, 

resurrection, and sending of the SPIRIT with Biblical Feast Days.f 

Similarly, after Paul knew Jerusalem was no longer safe for him, he still 

rushed to be there as GOD had commanded, so he could observe the Feast 

of Pentecost.g 

Yes, every example we are given in the Bible to follow reveals: GOD’s true 

servants observed His Biblical Feasts and fled from every pagan influence. 

Meanwhile, not one solitary Biblical example is ever provided of anyone 

redeeming a pagan practice by turning it into an acceptable way to worship 

GOD! 

So please remember those facts as we read from the New World 

Encyclopedia’s entry regarding Santa Claus, where they write: “Numerous 

 
a Then the LORD said to me, “Go again, love a woman who is loved by a lover and is committing adultery, just like the love of the 
LORD for the children of Israel, who look to other gods and love the raisin cakes of the pagans.” Hosea 3:1 
b Deuteronomy 7:25-26 
c Jeremiah 3:20 
d John 7:1-2, 10 
e John 12:1 
f Luke 22:15, Luke 22:15, 1 Corinthians 15:20, Acts 2:1 
g Acts 20:16, Acts 20:22-24 
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parallels have been drawn between Santa Claus and the figure of 

Odin, a major god among the Germanic peoples prior to their 

Christianization. Two thirteenth century books from Iceland, Prose 

Edda by Snorri Sturluson and Poetic Edda compiled from earlier 

sources, describe Odin as riding an eight-legged horse named 

Sleipnir that could leap great distances, giving rise to comparisons to 

Santa Claus's reindeer.” (69) 

 

 

Because Germanic pagans believed their white-haired, white-bearded, 

pointy-hat-wearing idol Odin had an eight-legged horse, Santa originally had 

eight reindeer, white hair, a white beard, and a pointy hat.  

And the article continues, by saying: “Children would place their boots, 

filled with carrots, straw, or sugar, near the chimney for Odin's flying 

horse to eat. Odin would then reward those children for their 

kindness by replacing Sleipnir's food with gifts or candy.” (69) 

Yes, footwear filled with food offerings prepared for a false god placed by the 

hearth of the home is most certainly where the Christmas stocking tradition 

arose. And gifts from an idol that entered the home through the chimney can 

also be traced back to these same foul pagan myths. 
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But Santa Claus and Christmas stockings are not the only pagan items 

associated with Christmas! No, because long before anyone ever falsely 

claimed JESUS was born on December 25th, other pagans were celebrating 

the birth of their idols at that time of the year. 

The New World Encyclopedia explains: “…Christmas came to be 

celebrated on the Roman holiday of Saturnalia, and it was from the 

pagan holiday that many of the customs of Christmas had their roots. 

The celebrations of Saturnalia included the making and giving of 

small presents. This holiday was observed over a series of days 

beginning on December 17 (the birthday of Saturn), and ending on 

December 25 (the birthday of Sol Invictus, the "Unconquered Sun"). 

The combined festivals resulted in an extended winter holiday 

season. Business was postponed and even slaves feasted. There was 

drinking, gambling and singing, and nudity was relatively common.” 

(70)

 
 

Yes, the worship of the false gods “Saturn” and “Sol Invictus” (which means: 

the unconquerable sun) is also directly connected to the timing and traditions 

people have wrongly associated with the birth of JESUS.  

Likewise, the same encyclopedia explains: “Northern Europe was the last 

part to Christianize, and its pagan celebrations had a major influence 
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on Christmas. Scandinavians still call Christmas Jul (Yule or Yultid), 

originally the name of a 12-day pre-Christian winter festival. Logs 

were lit to honor Thor, the god of thunder, hence the ‘Yule log.’” 

 
 

Yes, pagans will readily admit that they see very little difference regarding 

how they worship their false gods “Odin” and “Thor” in the winter, compared 

to how the modern Christian celebrates Christmas. 

And, according to Sam Moorhead, national finds adviser for Iron Age and 

Roman coins at the British Museum., "The Christian Church appropriated 

quite a few Pagan festivals and Pagan activities," He explains: “So 

many of our Christian traditions can be traced to Roman mid-winter 

festivals that a time-travelling centurion would feel quite at home 

sitting around the table for the Christmas banquet or joining in office 

party revelries.” (71) 
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So, an expert who is very familiar with ancient Roman culture stated: a 

Roman centurion would see very little difference between how they 

worshipped “Saturn” and “Sol Invictus” compared to how many Christians 

celebrate Christmas. 

Therefore, the LORD has said: “I hate, I despise your feast days, And I 

do not savor your sacred assemblies. Though you offer Me burnt 

offerings and your grain offerings, I will not accept them, nor will I 

regard your fattened peace offerings. Take away from Me the noise 

of your songs, For I will not hear the melody of your stringed 

instruments. But let justice run down like water, and righteousness 

like a mighty stream. “Did you offer Me sacrifices and offerings In the 

wilderness forty years, O house of Israel? You also took up the 

tabernacle of Moloch, and the star of your god Remphan, the images 

of them which you made for yourselvesa. Therefore I will send you 

into captivity beyond Damascus,” Says the LORD, whose name is the 

God of hosts.b  

You can be sure that GOD hates Christmas as much as any faithful husband 

or wife would hate their spouse repeatedly committing adultery against them. 

 
a (Repaired names from the CAB translation and Acts chapter 7) 
b Amos 5:21-27 
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And you can be sure of that because every single tradition associated with 

Christmas originated in the worship of idols and pagan superstitions!  

Thus, about such spiritual adultery, GOD has said: “I have seen folly in the 

prophets of Samaria: They prophesied by Baal And caused My people 

Israel to err. Also I have seen a horrible thing in the prophets of 

Jerusalem: They commit adultery and walk in lies; They also 

strengthen the hands of evildoers, So that no one turns back from his 

wickedness. All of them are like Sodom to Me, And her inhabitants 

like Gomorrah. “Therefore thus says the LORD of hosts concerning 

the prophets: ‘Behold, I will feed them with wormwood, and make 

them drink the water of gall.’”a  

Many people have turned away from doing what is right in GOD’s eyes! 

Instead, they do what is right in the eyes of their families, their churches, 

their man-made theologies, and their false teachers who prophesy lies to 

them! 

So today, Jeremiah is warning all of us: “Thus says the LORD of hosts: 

“Do not listen to the words of the prophets who prophesy to you. 

They make you worthless; They speak a vision of their own heart, not 

from the mouth of the LORD. They continually say to those who 

despise Me, ‘The LORD has said, “You shall have peace” ’; And to 

everyone who walks according to the dictates of his own heart, they 

say, ‘No evil shall come upon you.’ ” For who has stood in the counsel 

of the LORD, And has perceived and heard His word? Who has marked 

His word and heard it?b  

Then Jeremiah closed this prophecy with these words: Behold, a whirlwind 

of the LORD has gone forth in fury– A violent whirlwind! It will fall 

violently on the head of the wicked. The anger of the LORD will not 

turn back Until He has executed and performed the thoughts of His 

heart. In the latter days you will understand it perfectly.c  

Before we consider those last verses, we need to understand: Jeremiah and 

Ezekiel were both sent to GOD’s people to warn them that GOD did not see 

their actions as they saw them! The false prophets had convinced both Israel 

and Judah that they could ignore parts of GOD’s Word, commit spiritual 

 
a Jeremiah 23:13-15a 
b Jeremiah 23:16-18 
c Jeremiah 23:19-20 
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adultery, walk in lies, and get away with it! But GOD sent His prophets to 

warn the people: judgment was about to fall. 

So, Jeremiah and Ezekiel warned the people: “beware of false prophets” who 

speak lies to lead GOD’s people away from His Law. Then, when the people 

ignored those warnings, both Ezekiel and Jeremiah warned of three more 

very specific things. 

They warned all those who were listening to the false prophets of the sword, 

then famine, and then pestilence. For example, Jeremiah wrote: Then the 

LORD said to me, “Do not pray for this people, for their good. “When 

they fast, I will not hear their cry; and when they offer burnt offering 

and grain offering, I will not accept them. But I will consume them 

by the sword, by the famine, and by the pestilence.”a  

Likewise, Ezekiel recorded: ‘Thus says the Lord GOD: “Pound your fists 

and stamp your feet, and say, ‘Alas, for all the evil abominations of 

the house of Israel! For they shall fall by the sword, by famine, and 

by pestilence.”b  

It is not an accident that those three very specific judgments came just before 

GOD handed Israel and Judah over to captivity. Both Israel and Judah were 

unfaithful to GOD! They had both violated the terms of the covenant. So, 

GOD allowed the Assyrians and the Babylonians to conquer them and lead 

them into captivity. 

And we need to understand all of this because JESUS warned His church of 

the exact same things in Matthew 24 when He said: “Take heed that no 

one deceives you. “For many will come in My name, saying, ‘I am the 

Christ,’ and will deceive many. “And you will hear of wars and rumors 

of wars. See that you are not troubled; for all these things must come 

to pass, but the end is not yet. “For nation will rise against nation, 

and kingdom against kingdom. And there will be famines, 

pestilences, and earthquakes in various places. “All these are the 

beginning of sorrows.”c  

If the Saints do not obey the command of JESUS to “take heed that no one 

deceives you”, JESUS warned the false prophets “will deceive many”. 

Then He explained how that sin would lead to wars, famines, and pestilences.  

 
a Jeremiah 14:11-12 
b Ezekiel 6:11 
c Matthew 24:4-8 
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And now I should mention, those four items that JESUS called “the 

beginning of sorrows” perfectly match up with the four horsemen of 

Revelation. 

The white horse rider represents the false prophets who go out with a bow to 

shoot lies at the upright in heart, and they are always unleashed to test if 

GOD’s people love the LORD enough to hold fast to His Word when faced with 

deception.a  

So, any person who does not receive an enduring love of the truthb will be 

overcome by the white horse rider with false promises and sinful man-made 

doctrines. And if GOD’s people allow themselves to be deceived, things then 

escalate forward to the next three warning signs, which are: the sword, 

famine, and pestilence.  

The sword is represented by the rider of the red horse who takes away 

peace from the earth. Famine is represented by the rider of the black horse 

who announces cripplingly high prices on wheat and barley. And pestilence 

is represented by the rider of the green horse who ushers in death followed 

by hades. 

After the testing of the white horse and all three of those judgments, if 

repentance still has not been demonstrated, GOD will allow the forces of evil 

to arise, “to make war against the saints, and to overcome them”.c  And 

from this moment onward, the war between good and evil is no longer only 

spiritual! Because ongoing unrepentant sin will eventually allow the forces of 

evil to physically harm GOD’s people. 

Correspondingly, JESUS followed His warning about the beginning of sorrows 

by saying: “Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and kill you, 

and you will be hated by all nations for My name’s sake.”d  

Just as GOD allowed the Assyrians and the Babylonians to physically conquer 

Israel and Judah when they refused to repent of their ongoing unfaithfulness, 

JESUS was warning us that the same pattern will be repeated shortly before 

He returns. 

Yes, JESUS warned of “tribulation” following the sword, famine, pestilence. 

And, right after the four horsemen of Revelation (represented by the first four 

 
a Deuteronomy 13:1-4 
b 2 Thessalonians 2:10-12 
c Revelation 13:7 
d Matthew 24:9 
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seals) are released, the fifth seal describes the unfolding of the “tribulation” 

by saying: When He opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the 

souls of those who had been slain for the word of God and for the 

testimony which they held. And they cried with a loud voice, saying, 

“How long, O Lord, holy and true, until You judge and avenge our 

blood on those who dwell on the earth?” Then a white robe was given 

to each of them; and it was said to them that they should rest a little 

while longer, until both the number of their fellow servants and their 

brethren, who would be killed as they were, was completed.a  

Now, we must understand and fully recognize this often-repeated pattern. It 

begins with the testing of GOD’s people with false prophets, just as Adam 

and Eve were tested in the garden.  

Then, only if GOD’s people disobey His Word and allow themselves to be 

deceived, their sin will cause the sword to be released.  

Then, if repentance is not demonstrated, famine is will be released, followed 

by pestilence.  

After that, if the people still refuse to repent, those judgments will be followed 

by tribulation when their enemies are allowed to “overcome” or “conquer” 

them.  

Now, within the final stage that JESUS called “tribulation”, those who are 

overcome will either be killed or taken into captivity, just as Daniel and his 

companions were carried off to Babylon. And this pattern not only occurs in 

Revelation and Matthew 24! No, it also occurs in Jeremiah and Ezekiel! 

Within both of those books, the same pattern is revealed! First, GOD’s people 

were tested by false prophets. Then when they failed the test, they faced the 

sword, then famine, then pestilence, and finally tribulation. 

So, because Daniel and his companions faced this complete cycle in Judah, 

when they lived as captives in Babylon, they did not commit the sins the rest 

of their people made. Instead, on more than one occasion they chose to 

faithfully face death rather than sin against the LORD. 

So today, as pestilence stalks the earth, I repeat the warnings Jeremiah, 

Ezekiel, and Daniel would give if they were here! GOD is not pleased when 

His people take up the pagan tree customs of the Gentiles. He is not pleased 

when His people lie to their children and teach them to pray to idols. And He 

 
a Revelation 6:9-11 
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is not pleased when his people celebrate the birthday of Saturn or Sol 

Invictus, even while pretending it is the birthday of their holy Savior. No, He 

is not pleased when His people mix unbiblical, pagan practices into the 

worship of the Name above all names!  

Now, concerning Jeremiah’s “Wormwood” prophecy, do you think it is a 

coincidence that just after declaring all of the inhabitants of Samaria and 

Jerusalem were like Sodom and Gomorrah because of their spiritual adultery, 

that GOD declared they would drink bitter water and be fed with wormwood?  

Do you think it is a coincidence that shortly after mentioning “Wormwood” 

Jeremiah recorded: “Behold, a whirlwind of the LORD has gone forth in 

fury– A violent whirlwind! It will fall violently on the head of the 

wicked. The anger of the LORD will not turn back Until He has 

executed and performed the thoughts of His heart. In the latter days 

you will understand it perfectly. “a?   

Why do you think the Book of Revelation was written about “the last days”, 

just as Jerimiah mentioned? Why is there a “harlot” mentioned so 

prominently in chapter 17 of Revelation? Why does GOD allow the antichrist 

to “war against the saints and overcome them”?b  

There is a single Greek word that answers all of those questions and many 

more. And Paul used that word when he wrote: Now, brethren, concerning 

the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering together to 

Him, we ask you, not to be soon shaken in mind or troubled, either 

by spirit or by word or by letter, as if from us, as though the day of 

Christ had come. Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day 

will not come unless the falling away comes first, and the man of sin 

is revealed, the son of perdition, who opposes and exalts himself 

above all that is called God or that is worshiped, so that he sits as 

God in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God.c  

Friends, Paul warned the Church that the coming of the LORD and our 

gathering together to Him will not come unless “the falling away” comes 

first. And the word Paul used in that statement was: “ap-os-tas-ee'-ah”. 

Now, we transliterate that word into English as “apostasy”, and translate it 

 
a Jeremiah 23:19-20 
b Revelation 13:7 
c 2 Thessalonians 2:1-4 
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into English as “falling away”, but it is based on the Greek word “ap-os-

tas'-ee-on”, which we translate into English as “divorce”.  

 
 

You see, the word “apostasy” and the word “divorce” are very closely 

connected, just as the concepts of spiritual “adultery” and “idolatry” are 

connected. And, it seems from several passages of Scripture, GOD would 

never allow the Antichrist to rise to power in the world unless spiritual 

adultery grew to such a state that it led to the Bible using a word closely 

associated with divorce. And, Jeremiah recorded how GOD mentioned 

“divorce” just before he allowed the Assyrians to “war against” and 

“overcome” Israel.  

Jeremiah wrote: The LORD said also to me in the days of Josiah the 

king: “Have you seen what backsliding Israel has done? She has gone 

up on every high mountain and under every green tree, and there 

played the harlot. “And I said, after she had done all these things, 

‘Return to Me.’ But she did not return. And her treacherous sister 

Judah saw it. “Then I saw that for all the causes for which backsliding 

Israel had committed adultery, I had put her away and given her a 

certificate of divorce; yet her treacherous sister Judah did not fear, 

but went and played the harlot also. “So it came to pass, through her 

casual harlotry, that she defiled the land and committed adultery 
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with stones and trees. “And yet for all this her treacherous sister 

Judah has not turned to Me with her whole heart, but in pretense,” 

says the LORD.a  

Did you notice GOD said Israel acted as a “harlot” in Jeremiah’s prophecy? 

Did you notice He mentioned “divorce”, a word that is essentially identical 

to “apostasy”? Please remember, Jeremiah also described GOD sending “the 

sword, famine, and pestilence” along with “wormwood”! 

Truly, just as Paul explained in 2nd Thessalonians, the “apostasy” came first, 

before GOD eventually allowed the enemy of Israel to rise up and 

“overcome” them.  

You see, the Book of Revelation follows the same pattern the Books of 

Jeremiah and Ezekiel followed because the Church is following the same 

pattern that Israel and Judah followed! And that doomed pattern, which 

always involves harlotry with false gods, will always end the same! 

Those who are unfaithful to JESUS will not be invited to the marriage supper 

of the Lamb! No, they will be issued a certificate of divorce and their betrothal 

to the Son of GOD will end in failure.  

So, if you truly love the LORD, turn away from the man-made, idolatry-based 

fake “holidays” of this world, and embrace the truly holy days listed in the 

Bible as “the Feasts of the LORD”, because the time is short, and the LORD 

is not pleased with the days man has invented under demonic influence. 

Meanwhile, please remember that our brother Peter has written: Therefore, 

since Christ suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves also with the 

same mind, for he who has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin, 

that he no longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh for the 

lusts of men, but for the will of God. For we have spent enough of our 

past lifetime in doing the will of the Gentiles–when we walked in 

lewdness, lusts, drunkenness, revelries, drinking parties, and 

abominable idolatries. In regard to these, they think it strange that 

you do not run with them in the same flood of dissipation, speaking 

evil of you. They will give an account to Him who is ready to judge 

the living and the dead.b  

People will “speak evil of you” when you stop practicing the “abominable 

idolatries” they still practice. But their opinions don’t matter! Only GOD’s 
 

a Jeremiah 3:6-10 
b 1 Peter 4:1-5 
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opinion matters. Remember, all of us will soon have to give an account to 

JESUS, who is ready to judge the living and the dead. May each of us make 

sure we are faithfully doing His will in all things, holding fast to every syllable 

of His precious Word. 

Because the foundational difference between a sinner and a saint is this: a 

saint consistently does what is right in the eyes of the LORD, but a sinner 

ultimately does what is right in their own eyes.  
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Chapter 15: 

Defending GOD’s Feasts Against Deception 
 

Now that we have carefully examined what the Bible teaches about the Feasts 

of the LORD and exposed the pagan roots of Christmas and Easter, there are 

a few common misconceptions we need to address as we wrap up our study.  

These misconceptions will be weaponized as arguments against the keeping 

of GOD’s Feasts, and the claims will generally follow 10 basic lines of 

reasoning.  

The first argument against keeping GOD’s Feast Days claims that the Biblical 

Feasts are “only for the Jews”. And the second (closely related) argument 

claims that promoting the Feasts of the LORD is “Judaizing”. 

The third argument against the Biblical Holy Days claims that GOD’s divinely 

appointed Feasts were only ever a component of the Old Covenant. And the 

fourth argument claims that GOD abolished the Law, including His Feasts. 

The fifth argument claims Paul taught against the Feasts in Colossians 

chapter 2. The sixth argument claims Paul taught against the Feasts in 

Galatians chapter 4. And the seventh argument claims that, in Romans 

chapter 14, Paul taught Christians can make up their own holidays as they 

see fit.  

The eighth argument suggests that not celebrating Christmas and Easter 

indicates a refusal to celebrate the LORD’s birth and resurrection. And the 

ninth argument insinuates any Christian who refuses to celebrate days like 

Christmas or Easter must be part of a cult. 

Finally, the tenth (and most dangerous) argument that leads people to 

oppose the Biblical Feasts is the claim that Christians can “redeem” pagan 

practices and turn them into approved ways of worshipping GOD. 
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Now that we have heard a brief summary of all ten arguments, we can break 

these claims down into five separate categories, because the first two 

arguments rely on specific assertions regarding the nature and development 

of the Church.  

The next two arguments rely on erroneous continuity assertions regarding 

the relationship between the Old and New Covenants.  

The next three arguments rely on passages plucked out of their context from 

within Paul’s epistles.  

The next two rely on logical fallacies that defy the laws of sound reasoning.  

And the final argument relies on ignoring everything GOD has ever said about 

how we are to deal with idolatrous practices, traditions, and customs.  

So, whenever you face Christian opposition towards observing the Feasts 

Days of the LORD, you can generally categorize such opposition into five 

simple categories. The first category is ecclesiology, the second is 

continuity, the third is consistency, the fourth is fallacy, and the fifth is 

idolatry. 

The word ecclesiology means “the study of the Church” because it comes 

from the combination of the Greek word “ek-klay-see'-ah”, which we 
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translate as “Church”, combined with the Greek suffix “ology”, which we 

use to indicate “the study of a particular topic”.  

And the first two arguments fall into this category because we must 

understand what the Scriptures actually teach about the Church to defeat the 

deceptive premises of those arguments. 

The word continuity refers to the debate within the Church regarding what 

parts of the Old Covenant “continued” on into the New Covenant.  

And, only when we understand what JESUS and the Apostles taught about 

this issue can we dismantle the deceptive premises of the third and fourth 

arguments. 

The word consistency refers to reading every passage of Scripture in 

context, in a consistent way that harmonizes every single word written on 

any given doctrinal topic.  

And when we examine the passages of the fifth, sixth, and seventh 

arguments in their context, Paul himself will demolish the deceptive premises 

of those arguments. 

The word fallacy refers to the logical fallacies many Christians who oppose 

the Biblical Feasts resort to when they try to argue against observing the 

same days JESUS and His Apostles observed.  

And we must learn to recognize certain logical fallacies such as the ad 

hominem attack, bifurcation, and the straw-man argument if we are to dispel 

the deceptive premises of the eighth and ninth arguments. 

And finally, the word idolatry refers to the most dangerous sin any Christian 

can commit! Yes, idolatry is a sin that always violates the First 

Commandment, and often violates the Second.  

Therefore, we must adopt GOD’s perspective of idolatry and pagan worship 

practices to deflate the dangerously deceptive premises of the 10th argument. 

Once we fully comprehend what the Bible teaches about the Church, the 

continuity between the Old and New Covenants, the consistency of the 

Word of GOD, the foolishness of logical fallacies, and GOD’s uncompromising 

stance against every form of Idolatry, we can easily defend GOD’s Feasts 

against every form of satanic deception! 

And with that basic introduction laid out, let us consider the first argument 

that claims: “the Biblical Feasts are ‘only for the Jews’”.  
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Sometimes, those who present this argument might use certain verses from 

the Gospel of John to bolster their case, such as John 7:2. In that passage, 

John wrote: Now the Jews’ Feast of Tabernacles was at hand.a 

So, the first argument against the Feasts of the LORD would hypothetically 

claim: GOD never gave the Feasts to the Gentiles. And John calls the Feast 

of Tabernacles “the Feast of the Jews”. Therefore, Gentile Christians should 

not keep such Feasts.  

And now that we understand the premises of this argument, let us first look 

in detail at John 7:2, and then we will look at the larger picture of what it 

means to be part of the Church. 

When we look at the Greek text of John 7:2, we see the following keywords 

are used: “heh-or-tay'” which was correctly translated as “Feast”, “skay-

nop-ayg-ee'-ah” which was correctly translated as “Tabernacles”, and 

“ee-oo-de-on'", which was incorrectly translated as “Jews”. 

 

When we research the word “ee-oo-dah'” in the Greek language, a word 

that we transliterate into English as “Judah”, we find it was used as the basis 

for many different Greek words that all relate to the southern kingdom, the 

kingdom created after Solomon’s sin, labeled “Judah”.  

 
a John 7:2 
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Thus, depending on how the word “ee-oo-dah'” ends, it should be translated 

differently. For example, if the word ends with the equivalent of the English 

letters “o” and “i” it should be translated “Jews”. If it ends with the 

equivalent of the English letter “a”, it should be translated as “Judea”. If it 

ends with the equivalent of the English letters “a” and “n”, it should be 

translated as “Judean”. If it ends with the equivalent of the English letters 

“o” and “n”, it should be translated as “Judeans” plural. And if it ends with 

the equivalent of the English letters “o” and “s”, it should be translated as 

“Jewish”.  
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These five endings precisely determine how these words should be 

translated, but modern English translators often fail to represent the precise 

ending the Scriptures carefully included with these words. ‘ 

Thus, in the case of John 7:2, the correct translation should read: Now the 

Judeans’ Feast of Tabernacles was at hand.  

This modification might seem like a tiny difference, but once we consider this 

verse in the larger historical context that the Bible records, we will learn 

exactly why John used that precise wording. 

It is important to remember, when Solomon’s sin caused the kingdom to be 

torn in two, the northern kingdom was known as Israel and the southern 

kingdom was known as Judah. Therefore, the people who lived in the 

southern kingdom were known as Judeans.a 

Meanwhile, in the northern kingdom, for political reasons a wicked king 

named Jeroboam created new temples, a new priesthood, and new feasts, 

while he simultaneously merged pagan idolatry into all of these new man-

made ways of worshipping the GOD of Israel.b  

 
a John 3:22 
b 1 Kings 12:32 



Page 222 of 270 

 

And Jeroboam’s man-made feasts specifically shifted the timing of the Feasts 

in the northern kingdom, causing the Judean Feasts to occur at different 

times and in a different place compared to Jeroboam’s Feasts.a  

Also, after Israel was judged for doing what was right in their own eyes, some 

of Jeroboam’s corrupted priesthood returned to the area of the northern 

kingdom and misled the inhabitants once again. And those inhabitants are 

the people Scripture calls “the Samaritans”.b  

Thus, because of Jeroboam’s sin, to this very day, Samaritans believe GOD 

should be worshipped at Mount Gerizim in the northern area of Israel instead 

of the Judean city of Jerusalem.c Likewise, the Samaritans often celebrated 

their Feast Days at times that did not match the commandments of the LORD 

or the practices of the Judeans.  

So, when we understand that John literally wrote: “Now the Judeans’ Feast 

of Tabernacles was at hand.”, and we remember that the Samaritans had 

their own practices and calendar for their man-made Feasts, we can see why 

John noted it was the “Judean” Feast of Tabernacles He was referring to. 

Yes, John’s gospel was written long afterd Christian churches were established 

in Samariae, therefore he used very precise language so no one reading his 

Gospel could mistake the timing and location of the Judean Feasts he wrote 

about.  

And now that we understand why John used the label “Judean” to precisely 

identify the Feasts he used in his account as fixed chronological markers, we 

need to understand how this fact falls into the broader category of 

ecclesiology. 

As we noted earlier, ecclesiology is the study of the Church. And, despite 

the four main errors that have been taught about when the Church began, 

who the Church is, and what a person must do to become part of the Church, 

the Bible teaches the correct answer to all three of those questions.  

 
a 1 Kings 12:32-33 
b 2 Kings 17:27-33 
c John 4:20 
d https://coldcasechristianity.com/writings/johns-gospel-may-have-been-last-but-it-wasnt-late/ 
e Acts 9:31 
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According to the Biblical Text JESUS and His Apostles quoted as Scripture, 

the Church existed when Moses and the Israelites met with GOD at Mount 

Sinai. Yes, the word “ek-klay-see'-ah” was used in the Bible they trusted in 

Deuteronomy chapter 4.a  

 
a Deuteronomy 4:10 



Page 224 of 270 

 

 

You see, GOD called Abraham to “come out” from his father’s house, his 

family, and his country to journey to a promised land he had never seen 

before.a  

 

 
a Genesis 12:1-4 
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Then GOD promised to make Abraham’s descendants into a great nation who 

would inherit the land promised to Abraham.a  

 

And that nation became a great assembly that GOD “called out” of Egypt, 

to meet with Him at Mount Sinai, to enter into covenant with Him.b So, since 

the word “ek-klay-see'-ah” means “a called-out assembly”, there can be 

no doubt that GOD “called out” Abraham and his descendants to sanctify a 

holy people for Himself. 

For this reason, Paul calls Abraham the father of every Christian who walks 

in the steps of faith Abraham walked in. And he also pointed out that Abraham 

is equally the father of all of the faithful, regardless of genetics or physical 

circumcision.c 

Also, Paul taught that Gentiles are “grafted into the cultivated olive tree of 

Israel”d by faith in JESUS.  Meanwhile, Jews who don’t believe in JESUS are 

cut out of that same cultivated olive tree until they choose to believe. 

 
a Genesis 17:3-8 
b Exodus 6:6-8 
c Romans 4:9-12 
d Romans 11:1-26 
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So, we are no longer foreigners or strangers to the commonwealth of Israel, 

but fellow citizens!a And JESUS has made both Jew and Gentile “one”, by 

breaking down the middle wall of separation. 

That middle wall of separation was destroyed at the cross, but the Apostles 

did not fully understand that reformation until the events of Acts 10 through 

15 unfolded. Then, in Acts chapter 15 and in Hebrews chapter 9, the Apostles 

announced: the foods, drinks, various washings, and fleshly ordinances of 

the First Covenant were no longer necessary to be accepted in the sight of 

GOD, even the fleshly ordinance of circumcision. 

Those fleshly ordinances were the wall of separation JESUS took out of the 

way at His cross. And by abolishing in His flesh those fleshly ordinances, He 

made a way for Gentiles to become full-fledged citizens of Israel, and true 

children of Abraham! 

Thus, Scripture teaches: the Church began when Abraham obeyed GOD’s 

Word and came out from his land, his family, and his father’s house to inherit 

better promises! And all who walk in the steps of faith that Abraham walked 

in, become children of Abraham. 

Therefore, just as Abraham believed GOD and acted on that belief to become 

the metaphorical father of every believer, we must obediently believe in the 

testimony of JESUS (the Word of GOD fully revealed to man), to become 

members of the Church of GOD!  

This means the Church did not replace the nation of Israel! It means the 

Church did not begin in the Book of Acts! It means you don’t have to be 

physically circumcised to be a part of the Church! And it means you don’t 

have to be a genetic descendant of Abraham to be a Church member! Those 

ideas are four lies satan invented to steal, kill, and destroy. But the words of 

JESUS and His Apostles set us straight on each of these dangerous errors. 

 
a Ephesians 2:11-19 
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If Israel was considered “the Church” in the book of Deuteronomy, then the 

Church can’t replace Israel!a  

 

 
a Acts 7:38 
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And if “the Church” was clearly described in the Psalms, the Church could 

not have begun in the Book of Acts.a  

 

Likewise, since Romans describes Gentiles becoming children of Abraham by 

faith without physical circumcision, no one has to be physically circumcised 

to become part of the Church.b  

 
a Hebrews 2:12, Psalms 22:22 
b Romans 4:9-12 



Page 229 of 270 

 

 

Also, since Ephesians describes Gentiles becoming citizens of Israel through 

faith in JESUS, we don’t have to be literal genetic descendants of Abraham 

to be part of GOD’s Church!a 

 

 
a Romans 9:6-8 
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Now, with these four errors out of the way, we need to understand that GOD 

does not have two separate “called-out” groups! No, GOD “called out” 

Abraham, and everyone who walks in the obedient steps of Abraham 

becomes his metaphorical descendant.   

Therefore, Paul wrote: For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ 

Jesus. For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on 

Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, 

there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 

And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs 

according to the promise.a  

If we are all one in CHRIST JESUS, how can parts of the Bible labeled 

“everlasting ordinances” only apply to Jews?b  

 

If we have put on CHRIST in baptism, why would anyone think they should 

not celebrate the same holy days JESUS celebrated?c If we are His disciples, 

would we not follow in His footsteps? 

 
a Galatians 3:26-29 
b Exodus 12:14, Leviticus 23:14, Leviticus 23:21, Leviticus 23:31, Leviticus 23:41 
c Luke 2:41-42, Luke 22:7-8, Luke 22:15,  



Page 231 of 270 

 

If we are all equally Abraham’s children by faith in JESUS, why would we not 

keep the Feasts GOD gave to the children of Abraham?a 

Obtaining a truly Biblical ecclesiology shows us that the cultivated olive tree 

of Romans 11 is describing the Church, the true Israel of GOD; and Gentiles 

are grafted into that tree.b  

Therefore, GOD has said: Blessed is the man who does this, And the son 

of man who lays hold on it; who keeps from defiling the Sabbath, and 

keeps his hand from doing any evil.” Do not let the son of the 

foreigner Who has joined himself to the LORD Speak, saying, “The 

LORD has utterly separated me from His people”; Nor let the eunuch 

say, “Here I am, a dry tree.” For thus says the LORD: “To the eunuchs 

who keep My Sabbaths, and choose what pleases Me, and hold fast 

My covenant, even to them I will give in My house and within My walls 

a place and a name better than that of sons and daughters; I will give 

them an everlasting name that shall not be cut off. “Also the sons of 

the foreigner Who join themselves to the LORD, to serve Him, and to 

love the name of the LORD, to be His servants– Everyone who keeps 

from defiling the Sabbath, and holds fast My covenant– even them I 

will bring to My holy mountain, and make them joyful in My house of 

prayer. Their burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be accepted on 

My altar; for My house shall be called a house of prayer for all 

nations.”c  

GOD has specifically commanded: we are not to allow non-Israelites who join 

themselves to the LORD to say “The LORD has utterly separated me from 

His people”. Thus, Gentiles who claim the Feasts of the LORD are only for 

the Jews are disobeying the words of GOD in Isaiah chapter 56! 

Plus, they are also ignoring the fact that Scripture teaches: after JESUS 

returns, every nation on earth must come to Jerusalem to keep the Feast of 

Tabernacles, or they will be struck with a plague of drought!d  

So, those who allow Scripture to define the Church understand: There is no 

distinction between Jew and Greek, for the same Lord over all is rich 

to all who call upon Him.e 

 
a Romans 4:16 
b Romans 11:17-18 
c Isaiah 56:2-7 
d Zechariah 14:16-19 
e Romans 10:12 
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Yes, in Scripture, instead of ethnic divisions, moral divisions are the only 

distinctions that matter! So, instead of distinctions between Jews or Gentiles, 

there are only distinctions between those who obey GOD and those who 

disobey.  

Thus, Peter declared: “In truth I perceive that God shows no partiality. 

But in every nation whoever fears Him and works righteousness is 

accepted by Him.”a  

And with the first argument thoroughly defeated, we can consider the second 

argument that claims: “promoting the Feasts of the LORD is ‘Judaizing’”. 

The passage the term “Judaize” comes from, records: Now when Peter 

had come to Antioch, I withstood him to his face, because he was to 

be blamed; for before certain men came from James, he would eat 

with the Gentiles; but when they came, he withdrew and separated 

himself, fearing those who were of the circumcision. And the rest of 

the Jews also played the hypocrite with him, so that even Barnabas 

was carried away with their hypocrisy. But when I saw that they were 

not straightforward about the truth of the gospel, I said to Peter 

before them all, “If you, being a Jew, live in the manner of Gentiles 

and not as the Jews, why do you compel Gentiles to live as Jews?”b  

Paul rebuked Peter because he stopped eating with the Gentiles when certain 

men of the circumcision came to visit Antioch from Jerusalem. And in this 

passage, the Greek word that can be translated as “Judaize” was translated 

“live as Jews”.  

So, according to the only passage to use the word “Judaize” in the entire 

Bible, the issue primarily had to do with food, and secondarily it had to do 

with circumcision.  

Paul was clear that Peter normally would eat with the Gentiles, and even 

“live in the manner of Gentiles and not as the Jews”. And this means 

that Peter eventually obeyed the command of the LORD that he saw in the 

sheet vision of Acts chapter 10. 

Luke records that vision, by writing: Peter went up on the housetop to 

pray, about the sixth hour. Then he became very hungry and wanted 

to eat; but while they made ready, he fell into a trance and saw 

heaven opened and an object like a great sheet bound at the four 
 

a Acts 10:34-35 
b Galatians 2:11-14 
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corners, descending to him and let down to the earth. In it were all 

kinds of four-footed animals of the earth, wild beasts, creeping 

things, and birds of the air. And a voice came to him, “Rise, Peter; kill 

and eat.” But Peter said, “Not so, Lord! For I have never eaten 

anything common or unclean.” And a voice spoke to him again the 

second time, “What God has cleansed you must not call common.” 

This was done three times. And the object was taken up into heaven 

again.a  

And because Peter obeyed the LORD’s voice and ate foods only Gentiles 

formerly ate, Paul said Peter lived “in the manner of Gentiles and not as 

the Jews” when it came to eating.  

But Peter had faced opposition in the past for obeying the LORD on the topic 

of food, because Luke also records: When Peter came up to Jerusalem, 

those of the circumcision contended with him, saying, “You went in 

to uncircumcised men and ate with them!”b  

Then, after Peter explained the sheet vision to those men, and how the people 

gathered in the home of Cornelius received the HOLY SPIRIT as proof GOD 

had accepted them and cleansed them through faith in JESUS, the men 

“became silent; and they glorified God, saying, ‘Then God has also 

granted to the Gentiles repentance to life.’”c  

Peter knew GOD removed food as a barrier to salvation in JESUS and full 

membership in the Church. But when men of the circumcision visited Antioch, 

Peter withdrew from eating with the Gentiles because Paul said Peter was 

“fearing those who were of the circumcision”.  

And because Peter was a leader in the church, many other Jews who lived 

“in the manner of Gentiles and not as the Jews” followed Peter in 

pretending that they still kept the abrogated food laws of Leviticus 11. 

This would have made the Gentiles Peter typically ate with feel: shunned by 

the Jews, unclean because of their food, and condemned for no legitimate 

reason. Or in other words, it would have “compelled them to live as Jews” 

in regards to food.  

 
a Acts 10:9b-16 
b Acts 11:2-3 
c Acts 11:18 
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Therefore, “Judaizing” in this passage obviously has to do with making 

Gentile converts to the faith feel they must keep the food laws of Leviticus 

11.  

But other passages reveal trying to compel a Gentile to become physically 

circumcised would also fall into the category of “Judaizing”, because GOD 

did not require circumcision in Acts 10, and the Apostles recognized that in 

the Jerusalem Letter of Acts 15. 

Therefore, Paul wrote: Was anyone called while circumcised? Let him 

not become uncircumcised. Was anyone called while uncircumcised? 

Let him not be circumcised. Circumcision is nothing and 

uncircumcision is nothing, but keeping the commandments of God is 

what matters.a  

And in the same letter, he explained: Food does not commend us to God; 

for neither if we eat are we the better, nor if we do not eat are we 

the worse.b So, Paul made it clear that neither circumcision nor food can 

commend us to GOD!  

But in that same letter to the Corinthians, Paul wrote: Do you not know 

that a little leaven leavens the whole lump? Therefore purge out the 

old leaven, that you may be a new lump, since you truly are 

unleavened. For indeed Christ, our Passover, was sacrificed for us. 

Therefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, nor with the 

leaven of malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of 

sincerity and truth.c  

Yes, in the same letter that records “food does not commend us to GOD” 

and “circumcision does not matter”, Paul wrote to the Church that they 

should “keep the Feast” of Unleavened Bread! 

And later, Paul told this same Church when to expect his next visit by saying: 

Now I will come to you when I pass through Macedonia (for I am 

passing through Macedonia). And it may be that I will remain, or even 

spend the winter with you, that you may send me on my journey, 

wherever I go. For I do not wish to see you now on the way; but I 

 
a 1 Corinthians 7:18-19 
b 1 Corinthians 8:8 
c 1 Corinthians 5:6b-8 
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hope to stay a while with you, if the Lord permits. But I will tarry in 

Ephesus until Pentecost.a  

If the Christians in Corinth did not keep the Feasts of the LORD, how would 

they understand these plain references to GOD’s Feasts? If you tell a modern 

Christian about the timing of your plans and use Pentecost as a chronological 

reference, will they know what time of the year you are speaking about? 

You see, if the same Apostle who warned about “Judaizing” in the book of 

Galatians wrote about Passover, the Feast of Unleavened Bread, and 

Pentecost to the Corinthian Christians, and instructed them to “keep the 

Feast”, you can be sure that promoting the Feasts of the LORD has nothing 

to do with Judaizing!  

Compelling Gentiles to observe the components of the First Covenant 

concerned only with foods and drinks, various washings, and fleshly 

ordinances imposed until the time of reformation.b is the definition of 

what it means to “Judaize”. But teaching the disciples of JESUS to keep the 

same Feasts our LORD and His Apostles kept most certainly is not! 

And this brings us to the third argument people use against those who keep 

the Feasts of the LORD, which is the claim: “GOD’s divinely appointed Feasts 

were only ever a component of the Old Covenant”. 

Do the Gospels record that JESUS died on “Good Friday”? No, the Gospels 

record the following: Now it was the Preparation Day of the Passover, 

and about the sixth hour. And he said to the Jews, “Behold your 

King!”c Good Friday is a man-made idea you will not find anywhere in the 

Bible! It is a term invented to hide the fact that JESUS died on “the 

Preparation Day of the Passover” when the Passover lambs were slain. 

So, those who think Passover only matters in the First Covenant should read 

their Bibles more thoroughly. 

 
a 1 Corinthians 16:5-8 
b Hebrews 9:10 
c John 19:14 
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Also, the HOLY SPIRIT was not poured out on the Church on “HOLY SPIRIT 

Sunday”. No, Scripture records He came to write the Law on our hearts and 

minds on the Day of Pentecost! And the Biblical Feast Day of Pentecost (which 

means “Fiftieth” in Greek) always occurs 50 days after the day after the 

weekly Sabbath that falls after the beginning of the Feast of Unleavened 

Bread.  

So, the only way to know when the Day of Pentecost will occur is to keep the 

Feast of Unleavened Bread, the Day of Firstfruits, and the weekly seventh-

day Sabbath. The Day of Firstfruits always occurs on the day after the 

Sabbath following the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread. So, all those 

appointed times must be kept to know when Pentecost will occur. Then you 

must count out seven Sabbaths to the day after the seventh Sabbath, which 

is the Fiftieth Day. Therefore, no one can know when the Day of Pentecost 

occurs in a year without keeping all of those other Biblical Feast Days! And 

on each of those Days, JESUS did amazing things in the New Covenant!  
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He laid down His life to save us from our sins on the Preparation Day of the 

Passover, so Paul called Him our Passover sacrifice. 

 

His sinless body that was broken for us was swallowed up in the earth shortly 

before the people swallowed the Unleavened Bread at sunset that evening. 
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He rose from the grave as the Firstfruits of the Resurrection on the very day 

Scripture calls the Day of Firstfruits, day one in the count to Pentecost that 

always falls on the day after the weekly Sabbath of the week of Unleavened 

Bread. 
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And He sent the HOLY SPIRIT to enable us to fulfill the righteous requirement 

of His Law on the Day of Pentecost. 

 

Meanwhile, we can expect Him to return on the Day of Trumpets. We can 

expect He will cleanse His Tabernacle and be one with His bride on the Day 

of Atonement. And we can expect to Tabernacle with Him forever, as pictured 

within the rejoicing of the Feast of Tabernacles. 
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Truly, only profound Biblical ignorance would lead someone to claim “the 

Feasts of the LORD were only relevant in the Old Covenant”! And we can see 

that is true when we accept the fact that the Biblical Feasts are the 

chronological framework of the New Covenant as well as the Gospel! 

Now, the next argument we need to address is the claim that “GOD abolished 

the Law, including His Feasts”. And the verse a person might quote to defend 

such a disturbing argument might be: For He Himself is our peace, who 

has made both one, and has broken down the middle wall of 

separation, having abolished in His flesh the enmity, that is, the law 

of commandments contained in ordinances, so as to create in Himself 

one new man from the two, thus making peace, and that He might 

reconcile them both to God in one body through the cross, thereby 

putting to death the enmity.a  

As the book of Acts records, the hostility between Jews and Gentiles was 

based on fleshly ordinances such as circumcision and food. So those 

ordinances of the Old Covenant were abolished in JESUS.  

 
a Ephesians 2:14-16 
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Thus, Hebrews explains about those abolished ordinances, that they were: 

concerned only with foods and drinks, various washings, and fleshly 

ordinances imposed until the time of reformation.a  

When JESUS died and the veil of the Holy of Holies was torn, that reformation 

did away with the Old Covenant’s fleshly methods of purification and 

sanctification that could never actually provide access to the presence of 

GOD. But the cleansing JESUS offers fully opened the way to the Throne of 

Grace, a throne which is founded on the Moral Commandments of GOD’s 

Covenant! 

Therefore, JESUS said: “Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or 

the Prophets. I did not come to destroy but to fill to the full. For 

assuredly, I say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, one jot or 

one tittle will by no means pass from the law till all comes to pass. 

Whoever therefore loosens one of the least of these commandments, 

and teaches men so, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; 

but whoever does and teaches them, he shall be called great in the 

kingdom of heaven.b  

While it is true that JESUS did away with the fleshly methods of purification, 

before He accomplished that task, He raised the bar on His Commandments! 

He explained, looking at a woman “to lust after her” was a violation of the 

Commandment against adultery. And reviling others with our tongues is a 

violation of the Commandment against murder. 

So, because Paul agreed the moral Laws of GOD are eternal, he wrote: Do 

we then make void the law through faith? Certainly not! On the 

contrary, we establish the law.c  

And Paul affirmed: Therefore the law is holy, and the commandment 

holy and just and good.d shortly before he explained: JESUS laid down His 

life so… the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us 

who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.e  

JESUS did not die to abolish the Law! No, He died so we could be fully and 

truly cleansed of our sins and prepared to receive the HOLY SPIRIT. And the 

 
a Hebrews 9:10 
b Matthew 5:17-19 
c Romans 3:31 
d Romans 7:12 
e Romans 8:4 
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SPIRIT lives within us to enable us to “fulfill the righteous requirement 

of the Law” by surrendering to His leading. 

Therefore: we know that the law is good if one uses it lawfully, 

knowing this: that the law is not made for a righteous person, but for 

the lawless and insubordinate, for the ungodly and for sinners, for 

the unholy and profane, for murderers of fathers and murderers of 

mothers, for manslayers, for fornicators, for sodomites, for 

kidnappers, for liars, for perjurers, and if there is any other thing that 

is contrary to sound doctrine, according to the glorious gospel of the 

blessed God which was committed to my trust.a  

Meanwhile, the sad truth is: those who think JESUS abolished the Law are 

the “lawless” people Paul wrote about in that passage! And JESUS has 

warned: “The Son of Man will send forth His angels, and they will 

gather out of His kingdom all stumbling blocks, and those who 

commit lawlessness, and will throw them into the furnace of fire; in 

that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”b  

All those who reject the Law of the LORD will one day be cast into the fire for 

eternity. May we never be counted among them ever again. He has shown 

us the perfection of His law. He has led us into His glorious way. And He has 

testified to us of His timeless Commandments.  

So we renounce lawlessness because we know: our great God and Savior 

Jesus CHRIST… gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from 

every lawless deed and purify for Himself His own special people, 

zealous for good works.c  

And today we declare, His Feasts are an integral part of how we worship Him 

in Spirit and Truth. His Feasts are good works, and all who deny that reality 

have been deceived by the same serpent who subtly seduced Eve, the mother 

of all living. 

And until next week when we address the last six arguments, we will 

remember: GOD’s Feasts are for every single member of GOD’s Church. His 

Feasts have nothing to do with Judaizing. His Feasts are just as much a part 

of the New Covenant as they were part of the First Covenant. And JESUS 

most certainly did not abolish the Law! Instead, He raised the bar and gave 

 
a 1 Timothy 1:8-11 
b Matthew 13:41-42 
c Titus 2:13b-14 
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us the power needed to fulfill the Law’s righteous requirement. And these 

facts are understood by all those who trust in the Bible and the Bible alone 

to teach them the Way of the LORD! 
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Chapter 16: 

Definitively Defeating the Devil’s Deceptions 

 

So far, we have learned, if someone says to us: “GOD’s feasts are only for 

the Jews”, we can reply: “Haven’t you read believing Gentiles are 

grafted into the Cultivated Olive tree of Israel?” 

Then we can ask them: “Didn’t you hear Paul when he explained we are 

all children of Abraham by faith in JESUS?” 

Plus, we can say: “Since JESUS and all of His Apostles kept those 

Feasts, and Paul wrote about them to the Churches, we will stick with 

GOD’s Feasts, and you should too!” 

Then, if they say to us: “Teaching others to keep the Feasts is 

Judaizing”, we can reply: “Actually, teaching others they have to avoid 

certain foods or be physically circumcised is Judaizing”. 

And, “Since the same Apostle that wrote about Judaizing also told the 

Corinthian Christians to ‘keep the Feast’, we will keep listening to 

what the Apostle Paul had to say on this subject.” 

Also, if someone were to say to us: “the Biblical Feasts only mattered in 

the Old Covenant!”, we learned that we should reply: “That’s odd, since 

JESUS was crucified, buried, and resurrected specifically on Feast 

Days, and He also sent the HOLY SPIRIT to the Church on Pentecost, 

which is another Feast Day!” 

Then we can remind anyone who claims “the Feasts only mattered in the 

Old Covenant”, haven’t you read “the Biblical Feasts will be celebrated 

by every nation on earth when JESUS returns?” 

Also, if someone were to say to us: “JESUS abolished the Law, along with 

the Feast Days”, it would be a perfect opportunity to remind them “JESUS 

said: ‘Do not think that I came to abolish the Law’”. 

Then we can ask them if the Jerusalem Letter of Acts 15 mentioned the Feasts 

of the LORD when it made it clear: Gentile Christians do not have to be 

physically circumcised, nor do they have to avoid any other foods beyond 

things sacrificed to idols, things strangled, and blood.  
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And if they are not sure, we can take them to the passage and show them 

the Feasts were definitely not mentioned in that letter to the Gentile 

Christians! 

Yes, we have learned how to defeat the first four dangerous deceptions the 

devil has deployed to deter us from observing GOD’s Feasts, and now it is 

time for us to deal with the fifth argument that claims: “Paul taught against 

the Feasts in Colossians chapter 2”. 

The passage this claim is referring to is Colossians 2:16, and most 

translations record that Paul wrote: So let no one judge you in food or in 

drink, or regarding a festival or a new moon or sabbaths, which are 

a shadow of things to come, but the substance is of Christ.a Now, even 

before we see how this passage is dangerously mistranslated, please ask 

yourself: Does even this poorly translated passage somehow teach against 

keeping the Feasts? 

If someone said to you, “Let no one judge you in food or drink” does that 

mean you must stop eating food or drinking liquids? Obviously not! In fact, 

such a statement naturally assumes you still eat food and drink liquids, but 

you are not to let anyone judge you in those things. 

So, even before we repair the translation of this passage, we see that it most 

certainly is not teaching against the Feasts of the LORD, instead, it is only 

speaking against allowing others to judge us. 

And now that we understand that foundational principle, we must examine 

the word improperly translated in that verse as “regarding”. Because, when 

we correctly translate that word, we will see that Paul’s statement actually 

proves that he expected this congregation to be keeping the Feasts just as 

faithfully as they ate food and drank liquids! 

The Greek word Paul used was “me'-ri”, the dative, neuter, singular form of 

the Greek noun “mer'-os”. But this word does not mean “regarding”! In 

fact, the English word “regarding” is a preposition, but the word “mer'-os” 

is a noun! So, translators not only changed the meaning of this word, they 

have even changed it into an entirely different part of speech! 

Meanwhile, the search engine Duck Duck Go could have told them that the 

word Paul used means “part”. All you have to do is copy the exact word Paul 

 
a Colossians 2:16-17 
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wrote in his letter, and add the word “English”, and many different sources 

will confirm that translators have butchered this word! 

 

Likewise, even Wiktionary translates this word better than most Bible 

translators! Yes, Wiktionary records that the Greek noun “me'-ri” is an 

inflection of the Greek noun “mer'-os”, and these words are referring to a 

“part, component,” or “portion”. 
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Similarly, the Greek lexicons properly define the word Paul used! Yes, under 

Strong’s Number G3313 Thayer’s Greek Lexicon lists the word “mer'-os” 

and defines it with the following words: “a part”, “one of the constituent 

parts of a whole”, and a “particular”. 

 

Also, Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance defines the word “mer'-os” with 

terms such as: “section”, “particular”, and “part”. So, there is no debate 

at all regarding what the word “mer'-os” means; and it most certainly does 

not mean “regarding”! 
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But even the translators who have mangled Colossians 2:16 by mistranslating 

the word “mer'-os”, get the same word right in many other passages! For 

example, in Ephesians 4:16, the word is correctly translated as part. 
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In 1st Corinthians 13:12, within yet another one of Paul’s epistles, the word 

“mer'-os” is correctly translated as “part”. 

 

Also, in chapter 11 of that same letter to the Corinthians, translators correctly 

translated the word “mer'-os” as “part” four separate times. 
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In summary, the New King James translators translated the word “mer'-os” 

as “region” 6 times to indicate a “part” of a geographic area, “portion” 3 

times to indicate a “part” of something allocated to a person, “piece” 1 time 

to indicate a “part” of a fish, “side” 1 time to indicate a “part” of a boat, 

“trade” 1 time, to indicate an individual’s “part” in the local economy, 

“party” 1 time to indicate a certain “part” of a governing body, “points” 1 

time to indicate certain “parts” of a communication, “a while” 1 time to 

indicate a certain “part” of a period of time, “turn” 1 time to indicate an 

individual’s allotted “part” of the time that a group shared, “members” 1 

time to indicate the various “parts” of a body, “some extent” 1 time to 

indicate a “part” of an overall effect, “this respect” 2 times to indicate a 

“part” of an overall concept, “detail” 1 time to indicate the intricate “parts” 

of a larger item, “matter” 1 time to indicate one “part” of the Christian life, 

“part” 19 times because that is what the word literally means, and 

“regarding” 1 time within a horribly translated verse. 

Or in other words, the noun “mer'-os” was only improperly mutated into a 

preposition in Colossians 2:16 to muddy the waters and obscure the fact that 

Paul expected the saints to be keeping the Feasts of the LORD. 
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So, now that we have proven beyond all reasonable doubt that the word 

“mer'-os” means “part”, let’s learn what Paul really wrote in Colossians 

2:16. 

Paul wrote: “So let no one judge you in food or in drink, or in part of a 

Feast or New Moon or Sabbaths”.a The primary command of this passage 

is “let no one judge you” and that command applies universally over the 

topics of foods and drinks. But when Paul used the word “mer'-os” in front 

of the words “Feast”, “New Moon”, and “Sabbaths”, it altered how the 

primary command should be applied to those three items. 

Instead of Paul saying we should allow no one to judge us for, let’s say: 

“ignoring” the Feasts, New Moons, or the Sabbaths, Paul was saying we 

should not allow anyone to judge us on a “part” or a “particular” or a 

“detail” related to those divinely appointed times.  

Now, since no one can judge anyone else over a part of a Feast, New Moon, 

or Sabbath when they “ignore” them entirely, Paul’s statement assumes the 

church was observing those items. 

Or in other words, if someone says to you: let no one judge you in part of 

raking leaves, it means they expect you to be raking leaves. Likewise, if 

someone says to you: Let no one judge you in a part of Ramadan, it means 

they think you observe Ramadan.  

No one can judge you in a part of something if you don’t ever practice the 

thing the word “part” precedes! So, contrary to the claim that Paul taught 

we should not celebrate GOD’s Feasts in Colossians 2:16, the reality is that 

passage proves Paul knew they were celebrating them and he expected those 

celebrations to continue! 

So, what was Paul commanding then? Well, he was admonishing the church 

not to allow anyone to judge them on a particular of a Feast, New Moon, or 

Sabbath. And once you decide to observe these three Biblical components of 

our faith, you learn very quickly that others will try to judge you over the 

particulars! 

For example, some people in the First Century believed that fasting was 

required on every weekly Sabbath. For this reason, JESUS said: “Two men 

went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax 

collector. “The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, ‘God, I 

 
a Colossians 2:16 
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thank You that I am not like other men–extortioners, unjust, 

adulterers, or even as this tax collector. ‘I fast twice a Sabbatha; I 

give tithes of all that I possess.’b  

Many deceptive translations pretend that JESUS reported the Pharisee said 

“I fast twice a week”, but the Greek word for weekc was not what JESUS used. 

No, JESUS used the Greek word for Sabbath, specifically because many 

Pharisees taught that people must fast on the Sabbath day. 

And this self-righteous Pharisee boasted that he fasted twice each Sabbath, 

meaning he skipped two meals. Similarly, some modern-day Pharisees make 

up their own unbiblical rules to judge others over, which is exactly what Paul 

was warning about. 

When you begin to observe the New Moons that begin each Biblical month, 

you will learn that some people consider the invisible “conjunctive” moon to 

be the new moon, and others look for the first visible “sliver” of the 

illuminated moon to sight the new moon. And those who ignore Colossians 

2:16 tend to judge others over such issues, while those who obey that verse 

allow others to practice their convictions as they are each convinced in their 

own minds by Scripture 

But finally, Colossians 2:16 applies to the Biblical Feasts because some people 

like to make up their own standards of how the Feasts are to be observed. 

Some teach people should fast from both foods and drinks on the Day of 

Atonement. Others teach leaven does not have to be removed from the home 

during the Feast of Unleavened Bread.  

But the Bible never indicates that drinks must be avoided on the Day of 

Atonement. Also, Scripture is clear that leaven must not be seen anywhere 

in the home during the Feast of Unleavened Bread. So, Scripture can judge 

us on how we keep the Feasts of the LORD, but we must not allow people to 

judge us over parts of the Feasts, especially when they are judging us over 

debatable issues that involve additions to the Bible or hard-to-interpret 

Biblical details that GOD-fearing people may disagree on. 

Meanwhile, no one would ever judge anyone else over these parts of keeping 

GOD’s Feast Days if they were completely ignoring those feasts! Likewise, no 

one will ever judge a non-pilot in part of how they fly a plane. No one will 

 
a sab'-bat-on - the seventh day of each week designated as a day of rest in the Fourth Commandment 
b Luke 18:10-12 
c Εβδομάδες - weeks 
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ever judge a non-astronaut in part of how they act in space. And no one will 

ever judge a toddler in part of how they drive a car! 

The word “mer'-os” means “part” and Paul’s inclusion of that word in 

Colossians 2:16 proves the church was observing the Feasts, New Moons, 

and Sabbaths of GOD. Because if they were not observing those things, no 

one could judge them in a component of those appointed times! 

And we can see, inconsistent translation of the word “mer'-os” - a word that 

is correctly translated everywhere else Paul used it - is behind why many 

have misunderstood Colossians 2:16.  

Now, the passage in Galatians that the sixth argument relies on, is Galatians 

4:10. And many deceived teachers have claimed “Paul taught against the 

Feasts in Galatians chapter 4.”, while thinking of that verse. 

Now this verse records Paul writing: You observe days and months and 

seasons and years. I am afraid for you, lest I have labored for you in 

vain.a  

So, those who claim Colossians 2:16 indicates we should not keep GOD’s 

Feast Days, also claim this passage means: Paul feared that he “labored for 

the Galatian church in vain” because they were keeping GOD’s Feasts. 

Now the first problem with that claim is the Greek words Paul used in 

Colossians 2:16 are completely different from the Greek words he used in 

Galatians 4:10. 

In Colossians, Paul used the word “heh-or-tay'” which is correctly translated 

as “Feast”. And this is the same word used in Luke’s Gospel, when he 

recorded:  His parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of 

the Passover.b  

Paul also used the word “noo-may-nee'-ah” which means “new moon”. 

And this word only appears once in the Final 27 Books of the Bible, in 

Colossians. But in the Septuagint, this word is used 23 times, and it is always 

translated “new moon”. 

Also, in Colossians Paul used the word “sab'-bat-on” which always means 

“Sabbath”. And this is the same word Luke used in Acts when he recorded: 

 
a Galatians 4:10-11 
b Luke 2:41 
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And he reasoned in the synagogue every Sabbath, and persuaded 

both Jews and Greeks.a  

Yes, the words “heh-or-tay'”, “noo-may-nee'-ah”, and “sab'-bat-on” are 

most certainly speaking of the Feasts, New Moons, and Sabbaths of the Bible, 

but Paul never used any of these words in his letter to the Galatians! 

No, he used the word “hay-mer'-as” that means “days”, the word “ma'-

nas” that means “months”, the word “kahee-rous'” that means “times”, 

and the word “en-ee-ow-tous'” that means “years”.  

So, those who claim both Galatians 4 and Colossians 2 are speaking against 

GOD’s Feasts are being very inconsistent in handling Paul’s letters because 

Paul used completely different words in those two epistles! 

Plus, when we look at Galatians chapter 4 in context, we can easily see that 

Paul was writing to the Galatian church about a very different problem, a 

problem involving pagan days, months, times, and years. 

Yes, Paul wrote: Indeed, when you did not know God, you served those 

which by nature are not gods. But now after you have known God, or 

rather are known by God, how is it that you turn again to the weak 

and beggarly elements, to which you desire again to be in bondage? 

You observe days and months and timesb and years. I am afraid for 

you, lest I have labored for you in vain.c  

Not once did Paul use a single word that corresponds to a Biblical Feast, New 

Moon or Sabbath, in this passage. In fact, he said they formerly served false 

gods and they were turning again towards bondage to those things they once 

served.  

Also, the word Paul used that was translated as “elements” is “stoy-khi'-

on”. And this word used in this context means: the heavenly bodies. So, 

the days, months, times, and years they were observing had to do with pagan 

superstitions regarding the movements of the heavenly bodies. 

Just as December 25th was considered the birthday of the sun god by ancient 

pagans because of the winter solstice, the Galatians were practicing such 

wicked superstitions.d  

 
a Acts 18:4 
b kahee-ros' - a measure of time, a larger or smaller portion of time 
c Galatians 4:8-11 
d https://historyandarchaeologyonline.com/roman-solstice-celebrations/ 
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Also, just as ancient pagan cultures attached great significance to the spring 

equinox, many Christians do the same thing in determining when “Easter” 

should be celebrated. And the Galatians were observing such unbiblical 

practices. 

In this way, Galatians chapter 4 is really warning against the common 

practices most modern Christians have adopted from their pagan ancestors! 

But these verses are most certainly not warning against observing the Biblical 

Feast Days. 

Truly, we can prove this, because the very next words Paul said were: 

Brethren, I urge you to become like me.a  

And Scripture records: “Then Paul, as his custom was, went in to them, 

and for three Sabbaths reasoned with them from the Scriptures”b 

Likewise, Luke tells us: Paul had decided to sail past Ephesus, so that 

he would not have to spend time in Asia; for he was hurrying to be at 

Jerusalem, if possible, on the Day of Pentecost.c  

Yes, the Apostle who told the Corinthian Christians to “keep the Feast” kept 

those same Feasts throughout his life. And when he told the Galatian 

Christians to become like him, he was telling them to leave the pagan days 

of their ancestors behind and observe the Holy Days given to us by GOD! 

And this brings us to the seventh argument, which claims: in Romans 

chapter 14, Paul taught Christians can make up their own holidays as they 

see fit.  

The passage this highly inconsistent argument is referring to is Romans 14, 

verses 5 and 6. And there it is written: One person esteems one day 

above another; another esteems every day alike. Let each be fully 

convinced in his own mind. He who observes the day, observes it to 

the Lord; and he who does not observe the day, to the Lord he does 

not observe it. He who eats, eats to the Lord, for he gives God thanks; 

and he who does not eat, to the Lord he does not eat, and gives God 

thanks.d  

The first clue we have to recognize when considering this passage is: once 

again, Paul did not write any of the words he used in Colossians 2:16! So, 

 
a Galatians 4:12a 
b Acts 17:2 
c Acts 20:16 
d Romans 14:5-6 
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without reading any language that indicates this passage is referring to a 

Feast, a New Moon, or a Sabbath, those who want to ignore GOD’s 

instructions pretend this passage is referring to those appointed times. 

The second clue we must recognize is that this entire passage falls under 

Paul’s introduction to this section of his letter. And that introduction states: 

Receive one who is weak in the faith, but not to disputes over 

doubtful things.a  

Is the Fourth Commandment a disputable or doubtful thing? Can man argue 

with the words GOD wrote down with His own finger in stone? Certainly not!  

After all, JESUS taught all His disciples: “Do not think that I came to 

destroy the Law or the Prophets.”,b and “Whoever therefore loosensc 

one of the least of these commandments, and teaches men so, shall 

be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does and 

teaches them, he shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.”d  

So, GOD’s Feasts and His Sabbaths are not debatable topics! And Paul made 

it clear that debatable topics were the context of Romans chapter 14. 

Similarly, Paul included language all through the chapter to indicate what he 

was really speaking about! Paul mentioned eating 14 times, he mentioned 

food 3 times, drinking 2 times, and meat 1 time in Romans 14. So, just as 

Paul warned that we must not judge each other over foods and drinks in 

Colossians, Romans chapter 14 is simply an entire chapter devoted to that 

subject. 

But someone will ask: “Why does Paul mention observing certain days in the 

Chapter if it is only about foods and drinks?” And to that excellent question, 

we can reply: “Because the Pharisees taught it was a requirement to fast on 

certain days, such as the Sabbath!” 

Remember how we read earlier that JESUS said the self-righteous Pharisee 

boasted in how he fasted twice a Sabbath? Well, just after Paul mentioned 

“observing” and “not observing” certain days, he wrote about “eating” 

and “not eating”.  

Yes, “not eating” is a clear reference to fasting, and some of the Christians 

in Rome believed they should fast on certain days, while others did not. So, 

 
a Romans 14:1 
b Matthew 5:17a 
c loo'-o - to loose any person (or thing) tied or fastened    
d Matthew 5:19 
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Paul was telling both sides not to judge one another over how they observed 

the debatable tradition of fasting each Sabbath. 

Or, in other words, he was teaching them not to judge each other over part 

of a Feast, New Moon, or Sabbath! And, this passage is simply a practical 

application of what Paul was teaching in Colossians chapter 2. 

Therefore, those who pull verse 5 of Romans chapter 14 out of the context 

of judging one another over food, reveal that they are not skilled in 

understanding the letters of Paul! And you should be wary of listening to such 

inconsistent students of the Bible! 

Now, this brings us to the eighth argument that suggests: Not celebrating 

Christmas and Easter indicates a refusal to celebrate the LORD’s birth and 

resurrection.  

And the logical fallacy this argument relies on is called: bifurcation (which is 

also known as: a false dichotomy). If someone claimed not eating twinkies 

indicates a person desires to starve to death, they have deceptively imagined 

a scenario with only two choices: eating twinkies or starving to death. 

Likewise, we can refuse to celebrate Christmas and Easter while still 

celebrating the birth and the resurrection of our LORD, because there are 

actually Biblical Holy Days that perfectly correspond to the time of the birth 

and resurrection of JESUS! 

As we have proven in great detail, JESUS was born during the Feast of 

Tabernacles, and He was resurrected on the Day of Firstfruits. So, we 

celebrate those Biblically prescribed days and shun the paganized 

celebrations known as Christmas and Easter. And we know those paganized 

days are not necessary to celebrate the LORD’s birth and resurrection. 

We should also note: some may label the eighth argument a form of the 

Strawman fallacy. And this subtle logical fallacy deceptively misrepresents 

the position of an opponent in order to create an easier position to attack.  

For example, if someone were to rightly claim “we should keep the Feasts of 

the LORD because the alternative traditions are directly connected to 

idolatry”, a person who is employing a Strawman fallacy might say: “You’re 

saying I am going to hell because I celebrate Christmas!” 

The fact is: the person who claimed “we should keep the Feasts of the LORD 

because the alternative traditions are directly connected to idolatry” never 
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said those who disagree are going to hell. And their opponent simply 

misrepresented their argument to make it easier to defeat. 

They may or may not be going to hell for the pagan traditions they have 

chosen to celebrate, but that is not up for us to decide. All we can do is choose 

to obey GOD’s Word for ourselves, while we tell others what the Scriptures 

say. But we leave the final judgment up to GOD.  

Meanwhile, those who oppose GOD’s Word will frequently use logical fallacies 

to try to discredit the Bible verses we quote to them or justify continuing to 

practice things the Bible openly condemns. 

Therefore, the ninth argument that insinuates any Christian who refuses to 

celebrate days like Christmas or Easter must be part of a cult is also based 

on another dangerous logical fallacy. But this fallacy is known as the “ad 

hominem” or “to the man” fallacy.  

When unsanctified people argue in this fallen world, it is common for them to 

call each other names, which the Bible calls “reviling”. And, in the world of 

logical fallacies, the sin of reviling is known as the “ad hominem” attack.  

Now we have to ask: was Paul a “cult member” since he never celebrated 

Christmas or Easter? Was Peter? The fact is, those who employ this sinful 

practice of name-calling are basing their argument on the culture of this 

modern, evil age instead of the carefully preserved, timeless truths contained 

in the Word of our Creator! 

And they label those who don’t conform to the majority opinion of the modern 

church of being a “cult” based on the fallacy known as a faulty appeal to the 

majority! 

If we lived two hundred years ago in New England, the Christians of that time 

outlawed Christmas celebrations!a So does the culture decide what true 

Christianity looks like, or does the Word of the LORD?  

 
a https://www.livescience.com/32891-why-was-christmas-banned-in-america-.html 
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As we learned earlier, GOD decides what is right and what is wrong, 

regardless of the culture. And only those who do what is right in the eyes of 

the LORD will be allowed into His kingdom! 

Meanwhile, men like Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Elijah were vastly outnumbered 

when they lived on the earth! And the Bible is clear, they represent the vast 

cloud of righteous examples we should emulate, no matter what the wicked 

culture around us decides. 

Now, if someone were to say that it is “legalism” to celebrate the Feasts of 

the LORD instead of Christmas and Easter, they are also employing the “ad 

hominem” fallacy. And we can ask them: “Where did you get that word, and 

how do you define it?”. Because the fact is, that is not a word found anywhere 

in the Bible! 

Ask those who make such a claim: is it legalism to say: “If you want to 

enter into life, keep the commandments.”a Then, if they say yes, you 

can inform them they just called JESUS a legalist. 

 
a Matthew 19:17 
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You can also ask them: is it legalism to say: “If you keep My 

commandments, you will abide in My love.”a And once again, if they say 

yes, you can inform them they just called their Creator and LORD a legalist. 

But, if someone were to say “you are not a Christian” because you don’t 

celebrate Christmas, you can ask them, “when was the birth of JESUS first 

celebrated in December?” 

Then you can show them the many historical sources that record Christmas 

was not celebrated until 354 AD.b After that, ask them: “were the men who 

wrote the Final 27 Books of the Bible Christians?” Once they admit they were 

our example of what true Christians look like, inform them the Bible was 

completed before the end of the First Century, at least 250 years before the 

first Christmas celebrations; so their accusations are ridiculous! 

 

The fact is name-calling is the last resort of those who choose to ignore the 

facts and even GOD’s Word on the subject of which days are truly holy. And 

you should be prepared for people to revile your good conduct in CHRIST 

when you turn from the worthless practices inherited by tradition from your 

ancestors.c  

 
a John 15:10a 
b https://www.historytoday.com/archive/did-romans-invent-christmas 
c 1 Peter 4:3-5 



Page 261 of 270 

 

But know that you are not alone in facing such reviling accusations! No, all 

who desire to follow JESUS in godliness and holiness according to His Word 

will face such opposition, and you can count yourself blessed to be reviled for 

obedience to His Word! 

Thus, finally, we come to the tenth (and most dangerous) argument that 

leads people to oppose the Biblical Feasts, and that is the claim that 

Christians can “redeem” pagan practices and turn them into approved ways 

of worshipping GOD. 

All over the internet, those who search out “redeeming pagan holidays” can 

find Christians claiming things such as: “Halloween itself does have evil 

roots, but so do Christmas and Easter. Does that mean we should get 

rid of these holidays altogether as Christians? No, it doesn’t. These 

holidays can be redeemed through the power of JESUS…”a 

 
 

Did JESUS die on the cross to redeem pagan holidays dedicated to demonic 

false gods, or did He die to redeem people from their pagan idolatry? 

If He died to redeem pagan practices, then why did Peter write: You were 

not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold, from your 

 
a https://justdisciple.com/christians-celebrate-halloween/ 
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aimless conduct received by tradition from your fathers, but with the 

precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without 

spot.a  

Peter said: by the blood of JESUS we have been “redeemed” from the 

“aimless” (or more literally “fruitless”) conduct we received through the 

sinful traditions of our ancestors. Peter was clear, we were redeemed “from” 

those traditions. He did not say those traditions were redeemed! 

Also, did you notice that Peter compared JESUS to a spotless (or more 

literally: “unblemished”) Lamb? That is because the Apostles all universally 

understood the redemption we have in JESUS through the lens of Passover! 

And the Passover Lamb is required by the law to be “unblemished”! 

So, while Passover and the rest of the Feasts of the LORD are taught all 

through the Bible, Scripture consistently condemns every tradition ever 

associated with any form of idolatry! 

That is why Paul commands: Therefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry.b 

Paul did not just instruct us to flee from idols, he instructed us to flee from 

idolatry. And Thayer’s Greek lexicon defines the Greek term Paul used with 

the following words: “of the formal sacrificial feasts held in honour of 

false gods”. 

Likewise, Peter used that same word when he wrote: For we have spent 

enough of our past lifetime in doing the will of the Gentiles–when we 

walked in lewdness, lusts, drunkenness, revelries, drinking parties, 

and abominable idolatries. In regard to these, they think it strange 

that you do not run with them in the same flood of dissipation, 

speaking evil of you. They will give an account to Him who is ready 

to judge the living and the dead.c  

Peter makes it very clear, only Gentiles who are not in covenant with the 

GOD of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob still practice the “abominable 

idolatries” of their ancestors! But those who are truly following JESUS no 

longer run towards those wicked traditions! Instead, they run away from 

them! 

Therefore, those who are still “doing the will of the Gentiles” instead of 

the will of the LORD often speak evil of all true disciples of JESUS, because 

 
a 1 Peter 1:18-19 
b 1 Corinthians 10:14 
c 1 Peter 4:3-5 
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the LORD’s true disciples will always refuse to practice the abominable forms 

of idolatry their ancestors practiced.  

Yes, Peter and Paul did not believe for a moment any pagan practices could 

be redeemed, because they knew GOD commanded: “When the LORD your 

God cuts off from before you the nations which you go to dispossess, 

and you displace them and dwell in their land, take heed to yourself 

that you are not ensnared to follow them, after they are destroyed 

from before you, and that you do not inquire after their gods, saying, 

‘How did these nations serve their gods? I also will do likewise.’ You 

shall not worship the LORD your God in that way; for every 

abomination to the LORD which He hates they have done to their 

gods; for they burn even their sons and daughters in the fire to their 

gods. Whatever I command you, be careful to observe it; you shall 

not add to it nor take away from it.”a  

Passages like this one are why Peter called the traditions of the Gentiles 

“abominable idolatries”! You can be sure; GOD hates all of the ways the 

pagans worshipped their false gods. He hates their pagan feast days. He 

hates their superstitious pagan traditions. And He even hates their pagan 

food practices! 

Thus, Scripture compares these things to committing adultery against the 

LORD! And in Hosea, it is written: Then the LORD said to me, “Go again, 

love a woman who is loved by a lover and is committing adultery, just 

like the love of the LORD for the children of Israel, who look to other 

gods and love the raisin cakes of the pagans.”b  

And in Jeremiah, GOD said: “Therefore do not pray for this people, nor 

lift up a cry or prayer for them, nor make intercession to Me; for I will 

not hear you. “Do you not see what they do in the cities of Judah and 

in the streets of Jerusalem? “The children gather wood, the fathers 

kindle the fire, and the women knead dough, to make cakes for the 

queen of heaven; and they pour out drink offerings to other gods, 

that they may provoke Me to anger. “Do they provoke Me to anger?” 

says the LORD. “Do they not provoke themselves, to the shame of 

their own faces?” Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: “Behold, My 

anger and My fury will be poured out on this place–on man and on 

 
a Deuteronomy 12:29-32 
b Hosea 3:1 
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beast, on the trees of the field and on the fruit of the ground. And it 

will burn and not be quenched.”a 

Unlike the Biblically ignorant, lawless, false teachers who claim “Christians 

can redeem pagan practices”, Peter and Paul knew association with pagan 

traditions was a form of spiritual adultery.  

So, Paul warned: You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of 

demons; you cannot partake of the Lord’s table and of the table of 

demons. Or do we provoke the Lord to jealousy? Are we stronger than 

He?b  

No Biblically minded Christian would ever think of walking into a Hindu temple 

and adopting the pagan practices they have dedicated to their false gods. So 

why do so many Christians accept pagan traditions that are just as clearly 

associated with other equally tainted pagan practices?  

Well, the answer is: we have been raised in a pagan culture, and it is much 

more difficult to flee from the idolatry we grew up with than it is to flee from 

the idolatry others are immersed in! 

Sadly, most Christians have never been taught to analyze and repent of the 

idolatrous traditions they grew up practicing. Plus, most churches not only 

practice such things, they actively promote and defend them.  

Meanwhile, Paul has warned: Do not be unequally yoked together with 

unbelievers. For what fellowship has righteousness with 

lawlessness? And what communion has light with darkness? And 

what accord has Christ with Belial? Or what part has a believer with 

an unbeliever? And what agreement has the temple of God with 

idols? For you are the temple of the living God. As God has said: “I 

will dwell in them And walk among them. I will be their God, And they 

shall be My people.”  Therefore “Come out from among them And be 

separate, says the Lord. Do not touch what is unclean, And I will 

receive you.”  “I will be a Father to you, And you shall be My sons 

and daughters, Says the LORD Almighty.”  Therefore, having these 

promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the 

flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God. c 

 
a Jeremiah 7:16-20 
b 1 Corinthians 10:21-22 
c 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1 
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Brothers and Sisters, we are living temples of the King of Kings and LORD of 

lords! And we must repent of every form of idolatry as we “come out” from 

among the Idolaters.  

Just like our father Abraham, this means we must leave behind all that we 

once knew as we journey towards our eternal inheritance! But the promised 

reward is most certainly worth it!  

Meanwhile, GOD has given us His glorious Feasts to replace the pagan fakes 

we grew up practicing before we became children of Abraham! So, let us keep 

His Feasts and flee from all of the fakes, while we walk in the Way our 

MESSIAH has opened for us by His own precious blood. 
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